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| MEMORANDUM

m0: —>J. A. 22pp, Jr.

. J. W. Clayton, Jr. ;£’¢,g:====;\<§' -
FROM: G. J. Stcppsg/{) 2 DO2%d:s )

g ’

N
: Exhitit No. 2\ & \
AL ASFECTS OF THE USZ OF ASZEESTOS. | ~ : ‘

IC
AYD ASZEZSTOS FRODUCTS WITHEIN TEE DU PONT COMPANY . 77 vl e "
I Y |

ng held at Haskell Laboratory for foxicology~and'4

!

Meetl L
Tndustrizl Medicine, Octoder 25, 1966. ¥ heison Ry é o
\I Ched vl I;JL..\_ . :/ // [

Presenct: o ¥

C. A. D'Alonzec, M.D. - Medical Directo

J. ®. Zznn, ¥.D. - Assistant Medlcal Di Y/
J. L. Zzzz, Jr. - Directeor, Hazskell Lz J
5. W. Cizytcn, Jr. - Assistent Directic

W. E. Nesid, Jr., M.D. - Mediczl Direc

&. L. Lincn - Mznager, Industriel Hyg!

S. Psll - Riostatistician, Medicel Divi

W. H. Zzne - Design Divisicn, Ensineering

G. J. Stcops, M.D. - Chiel, Fnysiclogy

C. F. Reinnard:t, M.D. - Physiologist,

Lshes<os has been recognized fecr many years 10 cause &
ches< disezse called asbestosis. This is & fitrcsis ¢f the lunzs
ancd is zssoccizted with seversl years' exposure Lo astestcs
fimers gzt concentrations &bove the Tnreshold Limit Value of
5 million particles per cutic foot. More recently (within the
past 10 years) an zssociaticn between asbestcs expesure and
czrccm has beceme zpparent. Thls assocliztion shows itsell in
three ways. One, persons with established asbestosis have &n
incidence of cancer of the lung or pleura of approximately 12
per cent compzred with a rate of 1.32 per centfor perscns suller-
ing frem silicosis. Two, persons not suffering from astestosis
rut who have & history of exposure to asbestos show 2 tenfold
1nerezse in the incidence of cancer of the respirztory systenm.
Tnree, among the persons developing cancer who have been expessc
to asbestcs, 2 small number show a tyrpe of tumcr which is very
rzre in the generzl populatica. In cases showing this tumer,
the occupational history of the person has zlmosst aiweys revealsd
&z period of exposure to asbestos.

Tne zssceiztion of cancer with asbestos ts ¢of special
concern 2t this time because of the lacx of dztz upcn wiich tC
base z safe dust concentraticn and the very long incubation
period between the initial exposure and the develcpment of
cancer. This time interval varies from 15 to L5 years.
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tion ¢f the progr

clementa rem to be through a working party
cn heeltn and asbestos. Suggested meke-up of working party:
Mecdicel Department: - G. J. Stoczos, Physlcien
- S. Pell, Biostatistician

Znginsering Department:

Enginsering Service Division - J. L. Persons

cr his repressntetlive

Desigrn Division - w. E. Zzne

Sefety - K. E. Keuper
ShETIers wIrds:

Industrizl Hygiene Lzt. - kL. L. Linch
ranilng:

It is enticipated ‘thet the working parcty will be enzzgsd In
<ne ccllection of datea on astestcs dust at & numcer ¢l Comreny
locasicns and in correlating nezlth reccrds with the duraticn cf
the exrcsure., This will reguire funding which can not cs
crecisely forecast a2t this time tut weuld almost ceritainly ts
Telow the ccst of losing one third-party sult trought TY & WwWorel-
man claiming pulmonary Gisatiliszy cdue to unsafle woerking cenll-
<iorns. Tne more important Jastificatlion for a2 preogram such as
<hz* cutlined abeve is the Compeany's traditicnal concern Ior inos
safety of its employees. It has been shown that some wSrxers
with asbesics have an increzsed risk of dying of cancer. It Is
0f the utmost importance to Giscover whether under the condi-
tiocns existing within Du Pont plants this is true fer cur

mrlcyees whe handle asbestos,

Tnis project is in the generzl interest of the Company and
affects meny operating departments, thus funding should not te
Torne Ty & single opereting depzrtment.

Tc be of velue medical informztion on those working witin
zsbesics must te kept current by an annuel review. Tne initiel
correlztion of existing records with exposure data weuld
probatly reguire about 30 days of full-time work by the tic-
statistician and the physicizn once the records were identiliecl
and cocllected in one place. These 30 days would probably be
spread over a period of about four months. Dust sampling is
impossible to forecast at this time since the scope of the
program must be defined by the working pariy. Wnen the program
‘s working, a few days of work per year should keep the mediczal
‘nformeztion updated.
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