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. y Aprid 13, 1970 ;
Dr. Jlaxryry V. Hayeo . o L
Dircclor ' S TR Al ..
Pesticlds Regulations Divislon _ -
Agirdculcural Rescareh Scervice ;
U. 8. Department of Agriculture ;- , .
Vlashinsion, L. C. , ' .o .

" Dear Dr. layez:

Perhapn you are famlliapr with the current widespread
dntercst in polychlorinated biphenyls and thair re- .
ported prescence in the ccouyntem, Therve are a number . .
of publications that indicate one poncible source is

the use of thoase waterials in pesticide formulatioas. -

Jn the corly 1850's there were geveral publications
{sec. encloscd conles of two) which {ndicated that
Yehlorinated polyphnenyls" improve the residual effect
-of lindane and poscidbly chlordane. %o our knowledge
“there was never gny recommendation by anyone for .
tholir use on food ox other crops. The princinal
Application was (o spray metal or palntaed cuxrfaces
$o Lnercase the effectiveness of the active pesticide
against flies, ants, rouches, sillverfish, ctc.

For a number of ycars our technical bulletinc cone-
tainzd referencer to reports by U. 8. Depaviment of
Apriculisuve scicntists that thia type of appllcation
improvedtihe reaifcual clizrocterigtics of Lnsecticides.
To our knowledse this usage of fthe chiorinated bi- . .
paenyln necver developed to a significant degrec. ’

Perheps you are aware that Honsanto is the sole pro-
ducer of polychlovinated bivhenyls in the Unlted
States., OGur products ave trademarked Aroclors. The
polychilorinated wviphenyla axe represented by our .
kroclov 1260 svericy, e.g. Arvoclor 1254 43 biphenyl
chlorinated to the cxtent of BiW.
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€6 Lo poasible Crat some p~a‘1c;dﬂ ;orvvlators are
puvchxﬂjnu Irom our distributors our chicorinated
biphenyls for inclualon in thelr formulations. In
view of the concern over the preasence in the envir-
cnient ot persiztent chlorvinated hydrocarbons; wo
‘believe that the chlorlnated biphauylu ahould no
longer uo uged An such fovmwmlatlong

. t .
We ask, therefore, as your department considefs tho
re~-yeplotration of peoticldo formulations, that
eritical attention boe giveu to the presence of these

paterialo.

-‘.wc will be happy to discusq this further witn you eiLher

lxy letbcc or pevreonally.
Very Lruly your

——caaghie. - PRERD e et L. -

"R, Emmet Kelly, M. D.
-Meﬁical Direcctor
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