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l’/r‘° dure to Reduce Hazard of PCB’s in Environment Proposed

A procedure to ensure proper handling and disposal of askarel, which
contains chemicals that could be harmful to the envi has published
by the National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) in the form
of a Standards Proposal.

This Standards Proposal will ultimately become American National
X;JSI Standard) for iandlin and disposal of capac-

(PCB’s). At that time this Standards Proposal will be rescinded.

Askarel is a fluid used as an insulation in scaled electrical transformers
and capacitors. Consisting of or containing PCB’s, askarel has been used in
a wide variety of applications over the past 40 ycars. But recently evidence
was uncovered thatP;CB's are widely dispersed’in the environment, and some
studies have shown that PCB’S may be a contaminant (sce CLEAN AR AND
WaTer News, Vol. 4, pp. 320 and 627).

Recognizing the responsibility of controlling the use and disposal of askarel,
the Monsanto gqlmPny—-sole U. S. producer of the material—and NEMA,
rcpmentm& e producers of transformers and capacitors, organized a Ll
in early 1971 to develop rec dations for the procedures to be followed
in dealing with askarel.
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The Standards Pro
.capacitor guidelines, which includes plant housekeepi
control of water effluents; scrap di:go.sal ched:g;nz‘ﬂg;:ﬁg:y« »
Additi.omlly. transformer guidelinss coverin,
port container markings, receiving,
procedures and disposal are covered.
The Official Standards Proj
TR-P6-1973) is available for 350
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posal drawn up by the committee covers such thinfs as
ety ;

3 g safety precautions, trans-
handling and storing of askarel, analytical
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