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K etter i ng L aboratory  of  A ppl ied Physiology
U ni v ersi ty  o f  C i nci nnati
Col lege of  M edicine
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C i nci nnati  19, Ohio

Dear Bob:

I  th i nk  you may read w i th some i n ter est  the two enclosed para­
graphs from D r. Chisolm, the f i r s t  o f  which r ef er s to  the subj ect of  my l e t ­
t e r  to  you o f  May 2l |th , on which I  hope very  much to have your views when 
you can get around to  responding to ray m iscel laneous recent pester i ngs.

As to  the second, which tak es i n to  consi derati on one of  the poi nts 
I  had i n  mind i n  my as y et unanswered l e t t e r  to  Randy B yers, I  w i l l  comment 
f o r  the moment only  t h at  I  f i nd  qu i te f asc i nat i ng  the v ar i ety  of  rej o i nders 
el i c i t ed  f rom d i f f er en t  medical  sources by the same query .

Whi le a l l  o f  th i s i s hel p f u l , and i n  th at  respect a l l  to the good, 
i t  serves once more to  po i n t  up the need of  some such di agnosti c standard i zer  
as th at  medical  f i l m  I  have proposed. L et us hope th at  the l aboratory  sur­
vey on which the C inci nnati  USFHS boys are embarking w i l l  accompl ish some­
thi ng to  th at  end.

Si ncerel y ,

MB:MM
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Excerpts from l e t t e r  
dated May 27, I 9i&  
from J.  J. Chisolm J r . ,  M. D. 
to  M anfred Bowditch.

With regard to  the anonymous request f o r  f i n an c i al  sup­
port# I  th i nk  the fol l ow ing comments are j u st i f i ed . The problem 
the appl i cant w ishes to undertake should be c l assi f i ed  as one i n  
basi c metabol ic research i n to  the biochemical  mechanism of  l ead 
to x i c i t y . I t  i s  the type of  problem which may become very  com­
p l i cated  and theref o re one i n  which the i nv est i gato r  cannot 
guarantee th at  he w i l l  be abl e to  f i n i sh  the work i n  any speci ­
f i c  time l i m i t . I n f ac t  one could esti m ate th at  he might r e­
qui re at  l east  two to th ree y ears to produce any thing, par t i cu­
l a r l y  i f  he i s star t i n g  from scratch . The prospect th at  the 
f i ndi ngs would immediately add a usef ul  therapeuti c agent to  the 
present armamentarium seem sl i g h t .  I n shor t  i t  i s  not the ty pe 
of  problem which i s l i k el y  to y i el d  a yes or  no answer f rom a 
few experiments. ’Whether the LIA w ishes to undertake the sup­
po r t  which 'mould have  to be a conti nuing one# of  basi c research 
i s  the questi on, I  bel i ev e, you must f i r s t  answer.

I  am af rai d  n ei th er  Dr. H arri son or I  are able to  add 
very'much to  the case of  the Chinese i n f an t  on the basi s o f  the 
data suppl i ed. There i s no comment, f o r  example, about x -ray s of  
the long bones. I f  broad l ead l i n es are p resent, they  could sup­
por t  the i dea of  l ong -  and perhaps p renatal  -  absorpti on of  l ead 
by the i n f an t . I f  p resent, a f u r th er  search f o r  a common source 
i n  mother and ch i l d  i s w arranted. I f  on the other  hand l ead 
l i n es are absent o f  f a i n t ,  t h i s would i nd i cate exposure of  b r i ef  
durati on. This might bo explained i f  the i n f an t  had swallowed 
a l eaded f orei gn body which remained i n  the i n test i n e. We had 
such a case i n  an i n f an t  who swal lowed the l ead w eight from a 
toy  d o l l . The w eight was s t i l l  i n  th e stomach th ree months l a ter  
when the i n f an t  was hosp i tal i zed . Fur ther than t h i s on the basi s 
of  th e inf orm ation suppl i ed I  f ear  we have no suggesti on.
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