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0. M. Favorito, in bhis memo of February 9, 1977, has raised
the gqueation as to whether Verxite may continue to be s0ld as a food
additive becsuse of possible asbestas content, Verxite is produced
exclusively from Kearney #4 vermiculite and, after axpanzion, is
passed over a scalping screen to remove particles smaller than 1k

mesh.

Our discussion of the product led ue 40 the tenpbative conclu-
eion that even if it were possible to detect a few ashestos particles

in the product (by some laborious laboratory procedure), the concen-
tration would bhe found to be so low that quantification of the asbestos

content would be virtually impossible.

Purther, there was some guestion as 0 whether tremplite asbes-
tos has ever been found to induce cancer in the digestive tract of
man oy animal. We would like to have you assemble sll the pertinent
literature on the subject over the next four to six weeks, and on the
besis of this literature attempt to identify any posential problem

with thi=s product.

Also, would you please obtain two or more representative sam..
ples of Verxite for further eveluation.
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