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. "X xegyet that I do not have a very happy report concerning initial '
" .0 dindings in our examinations of tapers in New York City., . §
- . " - L '!
I

- 'Iith the cooperatio1 of Mr, Joﬁq Alf?rOﬁe and Local 197f of the

f * T TInternational Brotherhood of Painters and Allied Trades, we-ex-
- Tenmined 17 members of the Local. Dur concera, of course, was o

viiether the dusts inhaled at their work (particularly asbestos) .. :
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-might be associated with lung damage, ~ . . o . . - ’

. -.c:" Yhe x-ray studies showed definite fibrosis to be present in a pro-

F " portion of the men, These results should be evaluated with the ) )
“realization that x-rays always under-represent the amount of scar-
'“¥ing to be present and that most damage first nakes 1ts appear“nce
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. ..and the affected lung was removed. Anz2lysis of the tissues showed a RN A

" pgreat deal of asbestos, with literally billions of small, fine fibers . ;
..~7 present, similar to the numbers found in ashestos insulation workers' LU
f""lung (Un;orbunately, desplue the op°rat101, Mr Esposito died seven’ ) ot
: '-nonths ago.,) ) . sl el et . - : ) ’

¢ - s=-ray chanpres aro not unlike those secen among asbestos insulation :
- coriiers with similar work expericence, : . . ’
1
. Local 1974 - Taners Locals 12 & 32 -~ Insulatlion VWorlkers :
¥ Years fronm Number Percent Humber Pereent
enset of work Examined Fibrosis Examined - T Pibrosis i
.o ] ‘ - » . . k 'i
0-3 Co 0 ot - T 346 . 10.4 . ;
) J0-19 .10 50% - 379 C 44,1 :
20-29 .- 7 . 98% . 97 ‘ 72,8 . I
‘. 30-39 . - - T 194 - 87.1 : S
40+ L Te : - .o o.oti2y . s o 84,27 ’
- L , T e . i , o ; ’ oL .- .
! . BT 17 . 0 1,117 R
b T <t . ' ) i ) ‘
i Of course, no conclusions can be drawn from such few data. Nevertheless,
even these linited experiexces suggest that z problcn -0f serious propor-

éns-may be in the oifing. Arong insulation workers in the construction
industry, few cancers occur in the first twenty years, After this mark
is reached, cancer and pnevnoconiosis become serious hzazards, Ian the . ..
beriod 1867-1971, for exanple, almost half of all deaths were duc to '
"° cancer of one type or another, with 20% of deaths due to lung cancer alone,

. . * ..
Apprchension has been heightened by another observation, "A nember of
‘Local 798, lr. S, Esposito, was found 19 months azo to have lung cancer,
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: January 23, 1974 .
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optical microscopy, electron microscopy, X-ray
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