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‘Standard 0il Company of N.. Y.
Jorersonel-. - 3afety uept
Medical Section

112/otate sireet

Albany,» Yo

‘Re:

stentlemen;:

whe- following is a report to date on the above cases
of .thyl Lead roisoning that occurred at the Hartford Plant beptember
lUth 196120

HiswORzx:
the three men were assigned to clean an

rthyl Lead 'wank., For two days they worked with a mask, the three -
going in and working in relays., On the third day, September 9th,
they went in together without =2 mask due to the fact, as they claim, *
that the alr tube was not sufficiently long to reach the center of
the tank. They remained inside for a period of ninety minutes when
they were forced to comd out because of feeling®dizzy." DiBernard,
who was in charge of the job, allowe‘d_ and SN, to go home
a little earlier than quitting time becaus as he put it, "we were
all dizzy and slck" .

’ September 10th, the fthree men returned to work after
putting in a sick night co mplaining of restlessness, insdmnia,
dizziness, vomiting and diarrhea, .;They were forced to quit work
on September 1¢th at 10 o'clock A. M.jénd the three reported to Y
offica for examjnaulon¢; The1r symptoms. were- as. follows' -

- i _,d1271pess : S
~insomnia <"
Vomiting 7=
(4) nmuscle pains
(5) diarrhea ¥
{6) weaknessﬁ/
‘(7) ex01tat10n

o U

fheir phyqlcaW eyamlnatlons at thLS tlme reves 1ed nothin
unusual. 1 concluded from- the histor v and f£indings therefore that
these an were sufferlnﬂ from mild gasollne DOlsonlng from Lhe Iumes

serlous, ordered them home. 7l Drescrloed cathartlcs \Lpﬁom Sal ) fo
their diarrhea and cramps, &nd a sedative for their ex01tat10n as: al

‘;uf themvseemed'to be cons1cbrab1y nervous and fri“htened_ The:
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to know and fear that the fumes of wthyl Lead were deadly p01sonous.
in fagt, 1 had con51deraole difficulty in assuring them thet 1 be=

lieved chelr symptoms weére due to mild gasollne poisoning and not lead
1 asked them " to call e . uhe follwing duy if they still felt Sldk and

dlzzy, . S e ;
‘ September 11th -'—and”o ut in house call
which «made about .5 o'clock ¥.M I foun em up and about at: home,
‘They'had not ‘slept that night and the MyE ot kéep down food:
were very much excited, especiallk who Telt positive he’ was
going to "die" He had read somewhsre about the danger of lead poison=
ing. I reallzed now that 1 Was dealing with somethlng more than ord-

inary "gasoline fume poisoning” and ordered the men to the hospital fo
treatment and observation, n the meanwhlle was similarly af=
miles from Hartford) and conse-

Pecpeq He lives in New Br
quently called in his family physician who likewise ordered him to the{
hos-ital. (New Britain General Hospital.)

september 11lth to 17th inclusive. under observation at st.
Frences Hospital., During first three days stay in the hospital Lhey
continved to vomit their food, only in the A.M. however. Pain in ab-
domen, chest, muscle cramps, etc. They were in a constant state of
excitation and co uld not sleep. They continually talked of being
“done for™ etc., and of "going to die®, in spite of all the sedatives
L oould administer them. (120 grains oP sodium bromide and 9 grains of
godium amytol at bedtime.)

—— After the third day the naﬁéea and vomiting left hut the
insomnpa and fear of death perd sted. 1t was most distressing and
annoying and it was eviderit that they were beginning to feel the
ef'fects of the loss of sleep. They remeined at the hespital until
the l7uh of september when they insisted on 901n0 home., ‘'lhey felt
that the hospital was Jgettlnw on their nerve” and that if they were
home with their families they would "feel better"; also they wanted
v0 be out in the air and exercise. in order to "tire out” so that. they
might get some: sleem.qTHeallzlng that the . chanﬁe Bnd moderate exercwse ‘
m15ht help them,to sleeD 1 dmscharge ! . .

: ‘ beptember 17Lh to Sep ember 22nd 1hclUSlve.l'During the

above dates q were ‘under my close:observation.

The other man Was 8061 hospitalized *in New Britain under
eorge Dunn of New Britain and myself. (1 will

both the care. VR
Zive you his repvt in detaill separately later.) During these dates

i visited OOth‘?‘nd* at least twice daily and sometimes
three fimes. As previously explained, che chief amd most annoying and
persistant symptom was insomnia., “he others, weakness, nervousncss and ’
muscle‘nains etc., which were due to the .lack of sleep and proper rest,
were oﬂmomlng more marked in both these cases. Medication the the mean—lf
while gnve no relief it was evident that they were not getting better’
and wele,_“f anythlno, getting worse,
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- {n september lsth ‘Dr. willard machle who is from Cincinn-
ati and is connected with the ithyl Corppation of america, was sent
to me by the standard oil Gompanv of New york to help and suggest the
treatment of these cases. Dr. Machle and I carefully re-examined the ™
three men. As on the previous examination the physical signs were nb,
remarkevle and that there were very few abnormal flndlnﬂs.- They've%e
as follows: : S

(1; muscle weakness :
.{2) slightly exaggerated reflexes
{3) low blood pressure ,in Bonini's case only)

ihe symptoms were:

\1) weakness
L 2) excwu30111cy and nervousness
L 3) 1nsomn1a

Dr. Machle and 1 discussed these cases thoroughly. He has
had considerable experience withuiegtra lLead roisoning. He instructed
me as to his method of treatment and advised me that my cases were
typical alunou gh mild & jetra Lead Poisoning; that the insumnia is one’
of the first symptoms to appear and a very significant one in making
a Giagnosis; that it is the factor that causes the muscle weakness,
nervousness and excitability in these Types of cases; and that sedatives.
and drugs commonly used to produce sleep are of no avail. He also oub-
lined a course of Ereatment that he has successfully used in the tfoatment
of such c¢ases. : :

september 18th to september 27th inclusive.

with this method of treatment, BHonini and Zeboski respond- -
ed very well, is oractlcally roady to return to light work,’
probably about October 3drd. ~although over his illness ks stlll
wesnk and DI obably will not be able to return to work before the middl
of Gctober. alled;to react favorably. He'was: the
mest nervous o ~the 'hgpgﬂthroucbout the whole course,-
Ul ontenoef 22, 1938, ‘he suddenty»became mentally unbalanced. I re-
teived a hurry call to his home.at 1:30_ A. M. and found him in a maniacal
stage, 1t required four pollcemen to hold him. {eallvlng that. thlﬂ,was
an emergency I arranged to send hlmbto ‘the hospital in a private room
and of course: a day and night nurse;to keen close watch upon hlmf_ it
became necessary to restrain. him:in bed with straps and a.canvas cama-
sole. As the situation was serious and as it was impossible to care for
this man in a general hospital, Dr. Machle and 1 decided that he had-
better be mwed to the Hartford Retreat (a hospital for mental cases).
On september 24th we moved him to the retreat where he is now confined.
A consultation there was held vetween Dra. St.John, Machle, Schuby,
Adams and Wagner {the. latter tharee: are. Bhe hos91tal doctorq )+ It was
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ntal case. Just

stremined.  His symo-
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