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September 29 ,  1932.

Standard. Oil Company of H. f.  
rersonel - Safety Dept.  
Medical  Section  
112| ,state street  
Albany, K r.
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.■  \  ; /- 
u -en t lem en ;  ■

T h e - f o l l o w i n g  i s  a r e p o r t  t o  d a t e  on t h e  above  c a s es  : 
o f  ^ . t h y l  Lead  r o i s o n i n g  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  H a r t fo r d  P l a n t  S e p te m b e r
l o t h ,  1932 .  ■ . -  .

HISTORx:
The t h r e e  men were  a ss ig n e d ,  t o  c l e a n  an  . •

n t h y l  Lead  Tank .  F o r  two d a y s  t h e y  w orked  w i t h  a m ask,  t h e  t h r e e ,  
g o i n g  i n  and  w o rk in g  i n  r e l a y s .  On t h e  t h i r d  d a y ,  Se p te m b e r  9 t h ,  
t h e y  went  i n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h o u t  a mask due t o  t h e  f a ct ,  as  t h e y  c l a i m ,  
t h a t  t h e  a i r  t u b e  was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l o n g  t o  r e a ch  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  
t h e  t a n k .  They r e m a i n e d  i n s i d e  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  n i n et y  m i n u t e s  when 
t h e y  w ere  f o r c e d  t o  comd o u t  b e c a u s e  o f  f e e l i n g " d i zz y . "  D iB e r n a r d ,  
who was i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  j o b ,  a l l o w e d  and  t o  go home .
a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  t h a n  q u i t t i n g  t im e  b e c a u s e ,  as he  p u t  i t ,  "we w ere  . 
a l l  d i z z y  and  s i c k " . .  . ' ; ■  , /

S e p te m b e r  l o t h ,  t h e  t h r e e  men r e t u r n e d  t o  work  a f t er  
p u t t i n g  i n  a  s i c k  n i g h t  co  m p l a i n i n g  o f  r e s t l e s s n e ss ,  i n s d m n i a ,  
d i z z i n e s s ,  v o m i t i n g  and . d i a r r h e a . , .. ;They  -were fo r c e d  t o  qu i t ,  work  
on S e p te m b e r  l o t h  a t  10 o ' c l o c k  A.M. -and t h e  t h r e e  re p o r t e d  t o  my 
o f f i c e . f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e i r ,  symptoms, w ere  - as, f o l l o w s :  . ' h .

_ (1 )  d i z z i n e s s * '  _ .. -
‘   ■  ■ •’ j T i n s o m n ' i a ' r f iygoj ' .  j . :. ddgh kb h f  '" g"' , ■

; ( 3)  V o m i t i n g  ^  . .
: , (4 ) '  m u s c le  p a i n s  - : - f -  --

. ■ - . (5 )  d i a r r h e a * ^  .
' ( 6 )  w e a k n e s s ^  . '

■ ( 7) e x c i t a t i o n ^  . . . ... . . .. •

Their physical examinations at this time revealed n oth ing •  
unusual. 1 concluded from-the h istory and findings therefore that  
these-men were suffering f rom mi ld  gasol ine-poisonin g f rom the fumes  
present in the tank and after assuring them that th eir, cases were not  
serious, ordered them home. . jl  prescr ibed cathartics (iipsom Salts; for  
their d iarrhea and: c ramps, dnd.  a sedative for their excitation as all"  

of  them .seemed uo. be . .considerably, nervous. and f rightened.: ...They  seemed/
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t o  t e b w  a n d ^ f e b ' t h a t  fumes :of- / is. thy l Lead  w ere  d e a d l y  p o i s o n o u s .
i b ; f a p t l ;; ; h a d - c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  a s s u r i n g  them  t h a t  1 b e -  , 
l i e v e d  t h e i r  symptoms w ere  d u e . t o  m i l d  g a s o l i n e  p o i so n i n g  and  n o t  l e a d ,  
x / a s h e d  th e m > to  c a l l  me ...the- f o l l o i n g : d a y  i f  . t h e y  s t i l l  f e l t ;  s i c k  and . 
dizizyi,  ■ v y  ■ ■ ' ■ v .  .. ■ ' ' \ -  ' ..... ■ } ’ .■ . lb; b  ■ .... '

; September 11th  - _
which  a.made  about ,5 o 1 c look . r. M. .I . founi
They had not  "slept that n ight and t h e v ^ n ^ M  
were very much  ..excited, especial ly  
going to "die". He had  read somewhere about  
ing. I realized, now that 1 was deal ing xvith

.era
n o t
who
t h e

io th  p u t  i n  h o u s e  c a l l s  
u p  and  a b o u t  a t  homo, 
k e e p  down f o o d .  • They ' 
f e l t  p o s i t i v e  h e - ’was

of- l e a d  p o i s o n -d a n g e r
s o m e t h i n g  more, t h a n  o r d -

i n a r y  " g a s o l i n e  fume p o i s o n i n g  
t r e a t m e n t  and  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  
f o o t e d .  He l i v e s  i n  New Bnl

and o rd e re d ,  t h e  men t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l , fo r . ’ 
n  t h e  m e an w h i l e  was s i m i l a r l y  a f -  

en  m i l e s  f r o m  H a r t f o r d )  and c o n s o -  .
q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  i n  h i s  f a m i l y  p h y s i c i a n  who l i k e w i s e o r d e r e d  h im  t o  t h e  
nor. i t a l .  ^New B r i t a i n  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l . )

S e p te m b e r  1 1 t h  t o  1 7 t h  i n c l u s i v e .  u n d e r  o b s e r v a t i o n a t  a t .  
F r a n c e s  H o s p i t a l .  D u r in g  f i r s t  t h r e e  d a y s  s t a y  i n  th e  h o s p i t a l  t h e y  
c o n t i n |n e d  t o  v o m i t  t h e i r  f o o d ,  o n l y  I n  t h e  A.M. h ow e v e r .  f a i n  i n  a b ­
domen,; c h e s t ,  m u s c le  c ra m p s ,  e t c .  They were  i n  a  c on s t a n t  s t a t e  o f  
e x c i t a j t i o n  and co u l d  n o t  s l e e p .  They c o n t i n u a l l y  t al k e d  o f  b e i n g  
"done f o r "  e t c . ,  and o f  " g o in g  t o  d i e " , '  i n  s p i t e  of  a l l  t h e  s e d a t i v e s  
x could; a d m i n i s t e r  them. (1 2 0  g r a i n s  o f  so d iu m  b rom id e  and 9 g r a i n s  o f  
sod iu m  Amyto1 a t  b e d t i m e . )

—  A f t e r  t h e  t h i r d  d a y  t h e  n a u s e a  and  v o m i t i n g  l e f t  h u t  t h e  
i n s o m n ia ,  and f e a r  o f  d e a t h  p e r  a. s t e d .  i t  was m o st  d i s t r e s s i n g  and 
a n n o y in g  and i t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e y  were  b e g i n n i ng  t o  f e e l  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  l o s s '  o f  s l e e p .  They r e m a i n e d  a t  t h e h e p p i t a l  u n t i l  
t h e  l v t h  o f  S e p te m b e r  when t h e y  i n s i s t e d  on g o i n g  home. They f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  was ‘" g e t t i n g  on t h e i r  n e r v e "  and  th a t  i f  t h e y  were 
home w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t h e y  w ou ld  " f e e l  b e t t e r " ;  a l s o  t h e y  w a n ted  
oo be  o u t  i n  t h e  a i r  and  e x e r c i s e . i n  o r d e r  t o  " t i re  out. "  so  t h a t ,  t h e y  
m ig h t  g e t  some, s le e p . - r  ' R e a l i z i n g - ;  t h a t y t h e  . ch an g e  a n d  m o d e r a te  e x e r c i s e  
m ig h t  b e  I p  th e m  v t o ^ s l e e p y i  - d i a c h a r g e d l ^ ^ e m . g f  ,;f. ., ‘ ./' -

S ep te m b e r  1 7 t h  t o  S e p t e mber. 22nd ,  i n c l u s i v e .  ’ D u r i n g. t h e  
above  d a t e s  w ere  u n d e r  my c l o s e ' o b s e r v a t i o n .  ,,
The o t h e r  w a ^ u m  h o s p i t a l i z e d  »in New B r i t a i n  u n d e r  . . ;
b o t h  t h e  c a r e  d n ^ ^ u f e o r g e  Dunn of. New B r i t a i n  and m y s e l f .  ( i  w i l l  
Sivw you  h i s  r e p o t  -in.  d e t a i l  s e p a r a t e l y  l a t e r . )  D u r in g t h e s e  d a t e s  
1 v i s i t e d  b o t h  anc  ̂ a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  d a i l y  and. so m e tim es
t h r o e  t j imos.  As p r e v i o u s  i y e x p i a i n e d ,  the .  c h i e f  amd m os t  a n n o y in g  and  .
p e r s i s t a n t  symptom was i n s o m n i a .  The o t h e r s ,  w e a k n e s s ,  ne r v o u s n e s s  and ' • 
m u s c le  p a i n s  e t c . ,  w h i c h  were  due t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  s le e p  and p r o p e r  r e s t ,  
were  bejeoming more m arked  i n  b o t h  t h e s e  c a s e s .  M e d i c a t i on  t h e  t h e  mean-. - , 
w h i l e  gjave no r e l i e f .  i t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  g e t t i n g  b e t t e r -  ; 
and w erp ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  g e t t i n g  w o r s e .  . .

’ . ' ' - . ' . " . .

‘ • ■ . . . b-vh.,.
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On S e p te m b e r  1 8 t h ,  D r .  n d l l a r d  M ach le  who i s  f r o m  Ci h c l n n -  

a,t;l and I s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  L t h y l  C o r o n a t i o n  o f A m e r ic a ,  was s e n t  
t o  me b y  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o i l  Company o f  Hew ¿ o r k  t o  h e lp  a n d ' s u g g e s t  t h e  
t r e a t m e n t . o f  t h e s e  c a s e s .  D r .  M ach le  and I •c a r e f u l ly  r e - e x a m i n e d  t h e  
t h r e e  men. As oh t h e  p r e v i o u s  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h e  p h y s i c al  s i g n s  were  n<b _ ‘J._
r e m a r k a b l e  and t h a t  . t h e r e  w ere  v e r y  few  a b n o rm a l  f i n d i n g s . .  i h e y lW e r e  
as  fo l lO Tps : . . ' ■  w#

: (1> m usc le ,  w eak n ess  ' ‘ • ~
. {2) s l i g h t l y  e x a g g e r a t e d  r e f l e x e s  ' .. * „ JF

. [o)  low  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  , i n  B o n i n i 1s c a s e  o n l y )  •

•ihe symptoms w e re ;  f

v 1 ) w eak n e ss  / »
' \ 2 )  e x c i t a b i l i t y  and n e r v o u s n e s s

;3 )  i n s o m n i a

Dr .  M ach le  and  i  d i s c u s s e d  t h e s e  c a s e s . t h o r o u g h l y .  He h a s  
had  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h x e t r a  Lead p o i s o n i ng .  He. i n s t r u c t e d  ..
me as t o  h i s  m e thod  o f  t r e a t m e n t  and a d v i s e d  me t h at  my c a s e s  w ere  ggag
t y p i c a l  a l t h o u g h  m i l d  ¡6 i e t r a  Lead P o i s o n i n g ;  t h a t t h e  ins tunn ia .  I s  one 'hV gy  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  symptoms t o  a p p e a r  and a  v e r y  s i g n i f i c an t  one i n  m ak ing  
a d i a g n o s i s ;  t h a t  I t  i s  t h e  f a c t o r  t h a t  c a u s e s  t h e  m u s c le  w e a k n e s s ,  .
n e r v o u s n e s s  and  e x c i t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  c a s es ;  and t h a t  s e d a t i v e s  
and. d r u g s  commonly u s e d  t o  p r o d u c e  s l e e p  a r e  o f  no a v ai l .  He a l s o  o u t -  5pj l  
l i n e d  a c o u r s e  o f  t r e a t m e n t  t h a t  he  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y u s e d  i n  t h e  t r e a t m e n t . / ,  
o f  s u c h  “e r a s e s .- .

S e p te m b e r  1 8 t h  t o  S e p te m b e r  8 7 t h  i n c l u s i v e .  --

W i th  t h i ^ m e t h o d  o f  t r e a t m e n t ,  B o n i n i  and Z e b o s k i  r es p o n d ­
ed v e r y  w e l l .  V f l H | ^ i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  . r e a d y  ..to r e t ur n  t o  l i g h t  work , '  
p r o b a b l y  a b o u t  O c t o b e r  3 r d .  a l t h o u g h  o v e r  h i s  i l l n es s  i s  s t i l l
weak and, p r o b a b l y  w i l l  n o t  be  . .ab le  t c i . r e t u r n  t o  work  b e f o r e  the .  m id d le  ,g 
o f  O c t o b e r .  h o w e v e r . f a i l e d ^  t o  r e a c t  f a v o r a b l y . .  Be /was: t h e
m ea t  . n e ry p i i s ; ; " ^ a g e x n D t ;a b le ;L p f .g th e ;y th re e g th r o ug h o u t  t h e  whole, c o u r s e .  - ­
un S e p te m b e r  2 2 , . 1 9 5 2 ,  h e ' s u d d e n l y ^ b e c a m e  m e n t a l l y  im b a l a n c e d .  I  r e ­
ce ived .  a h u r r y  c a l l  t o  h i s  home,, a t ;  1 :30 .  ,A .M. 'and.  f o u n d  h im  i n  a  m a n i a c a l ,  
s t a g e .  I t  r e q u i r e d  f o u r  p o l i c e m e n  t o  ho ld .  h im .  K e al i z i n g  t h a t  t h i s . w a s  ' 
an  e m erg en cy  I  a r r a n g e d  t o  s e n d  h im ' .? tb ; th e  h o s p i ta l  I n  a p r i v a t e b r o o m  '
and o f  c o u r s e  : a d a y  and n i g h t  h u rs e p to : . . k e e p  c l o se  watch ,  u p o n  h im .  . I t  
became n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e s t r a i n  ?iim i n  b e d  w i t h  s t r a p s and  a  c a n v a s  cama- 
s o l e .  As t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was s e r i o u s  and as  i t  was i mp o s s i b l e  t o  c a r e  f o r  
t h i s  man i n  a  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l ,  D r .  M ach le  and 1 d ec i d e d  t h a t  he  had  
b e t t e r  be  rw ed  t o  t h e  H a r t f o r d .  R e t r e a t  ( a  h o s p i t a l f o r  m e n t a l  C a s e s ) .  • -
On S e p t e m b e r . 2 4 t h  we moved h im t o  t h e  r e t r e a t  w here h e  i s  now c o n f i n e d .
A c o n s u l t a t i o n  t h e r e  was h e l d  b e tw e e n  D ra .  S t . J o h n , M ach le ,  S chuby ,  - 
Adams and  Wagner ( t h e  l a t t e r  t h r e e  A r e  t h e  h o s p i t a l  do c t o r s .  ) I t
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•■ ''in a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t :;f l M M | § | | | | j ^ i s  p r o b a b l y  a  m e n ta l .  c a s e .  J u s t  
abe t  t y p e  o f  i n s a r i t j  Mas n o t  as  y e t  been-  d e t r « m i n e d. l i i s  s y m r -  
t b u s  a r e  n o t  v e r y  c l e a r .  At t i m e s  h e  a p p e a r s  t o  be a T ox i c  C y c o s i s ,  
A t  o t h e r  t i m e s  he  h a s  sym ptom s o f  a D e m e n t i a  r r a e c o x.  • I t  w i l l  p r o -  
on  P r y  t a k e  s e v e r a l  w eeks  b e f o r e  a  d e f l a t e  d i a g n o s is  c a n  b e  made.
The l a b o r a t o r y  w o rk  on  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  n a m e l y ,  b l o o d  t e st s  - f o r  l e a d  
s t i u o l m g -  -  • h a e m a g l o o i n  -  b l o o d  c o u n t  -  r m s s e m a n ,  e t c .  a r e  a } l  n e g a ­
t i v e .

The e x c r e t i o n s  ( u r e n e  and  f a e c e s ;  e r e  now b e i n g  p u t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  l e a d .  ' T h i s  i s  a p r o c e s s  t h a t  t a k e s  

n o n  n o  t o  t h r e e  w e e k s .  I  h a v e  s e n t  s p e c i m e n s  t o  D r . H a c k l e  1s 
■ m o r a t o r y  i n  C o n c i n n a t t l  f o r  t h e s e  t e s t s , as t h e r e  a r e  no  l a b ­

o r a t o r i e s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  e a u l p o o d  t o  e x a m in e  f o r  l e ad ;  and u n t i l  a 
r e c e i v e  a r e p o r t  1 m i l l  be  m a p l e  t o  s t a t e  j u s t  w h a t  p e r t ,  i f -  a n y ,  
uhe l e a d  p l a y s  i vi n B M H K  s i c k n e s s .  _ I t  seem s t o  be '  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  
o f  o p i n i o n  a t  t h i s  w r i t i n g  t h a t ^ B H f M M B f c  i s  p r o b a b l y  a m e n t a l  c a s e ,  
n o t  s ue  t o  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g .  I t  may, h o w e v e r , bo n e c e s s a r y  l a t e r  on  t o  
d e c i d e  hb e t h e r  o r  n o t  h i s  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  i o t r a  L oad  fum es  v/as r o s p o n  
s i d l e  t o •p r e c i p a t e  h i s  m e n t a l  i n s t a b i l i t y .  T h i s  mou ld  be a q u e s t i o n  
r o  o? d e c i d e d  by  o s y c h i a t r i s t s .

bUHMAkY:-

r r e s e n t  condit ion o f  v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,
w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  l i g h t  w o rk  on  o r  a b o u t  t h e  b r a  o f  u ct b b e r .

C o n d i t i o n  o . f a l s o  v « r y  satisfactry. h i l l  
r e t u r n  to  w ork  a o u u t  u n f  m i d d l e  o f  O c t o b e r .

C o n d i t i o n  o f  ' uns a t i s . fac t o ry . i t  o e p i n s
t o  apoeax- a s  t h o u g h  ne  a. m ental  a b n o r m a l i t y , p r o ­
b a b l y  D e m e n t i a  rraecox. "

A l l  o f  w h i c h  i s  r e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t ted.

L. A. a t . J o h n ,  M.D.

HE 0017482


