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March 13 , 1938

Dr , A* I * Lanza
As s i s t a n t  Med ica l d i r e c t o r
M e t r o p o l i t a n  L i fe  I n su r a n ce  Co*
Na'S Yor k  C i t y  
New Yor k

Dear  Doct or  Lan za s*

I  ara a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s
ve r y  l i t t l e  I  can  g ive  you in  t h e way o f nee i n fo r ­
m a t ion  aa t c  t h e  in f lu e n c e  o f le a d  p o is o n in g on 
m o r t a l i t y .  Not h in g t h a t  I  h ave on the s u b je c t  I s  
n o r t h  a n yt h in g in  a s t a t i s t i c a l  sen se  s in ce  I  h ave 
on ly ray own e xp e r ie n ce s  In t h e m a t t e r  o f c l i n i c a l  
ca s e s  to 30 on , aud t h e s e ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  would he o f 
ve r y  l i t t l e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o you* In  t h e cou r se  o f 
t he p a s t  s e ve r a l  ye a r s  I  h ove seen  s e ve r a l  f a t a l  
ca s e s  o f le a d  p o is on in g in  c h i ld r e n  as t h e  r e s u l t  
o f i n g e s t i n g  le a d  from t o y s ,  p la y  p e a s ,  and in one 
in s t a n ce  con t a m in a t ed  food * I  h a ve  a ls o  seen  s e v e r al  
ca s e s  of f a t a l  en ce p h a lo p a t h y In co n n e ct io n  w i t h  t he 
m an u factu r e o f  wh i t e  l e a d .  I  h ave a l s o  had d i r e c t  
kn owled ge o f s i x  or  seven  d ea t h s  fr om  a cu t e  o r ga n ic 
le a d  p o ison in g in  co n n e ct io n  w i t h  t h e c le a n in g  of 
s t o r a ge  t an ks  h e a v i l y  con t a m in a t ed  wit h  t e t r a e t h y l  
le a d  o r  i t s  d ecom p os it ion  p r o d u c t s .  I  can n ot  con ­
c e i ve  o f  t h e s e  as h a vin g much s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  r e l a t io n  
t o  t h e  ge n e r a l  q u es t io n  o f  m o r t a l i t y *  My e xp e r ie n ce 
le a d s  me to. b e l i e v e  t h a t  f a t a l  - lead  p o is o n in g I s  q u i t e  
uncommon and a s id e  fr om  the in s t a n ce s  wh ich  I  h ave men­
t i o n e d ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  f a t a l  ca s e s  occu r  r a r e l y ;  e xce p t  
in  con n e ct ion  w it h  sh ip  b r ea kin g'  or  c u t t i n g  o p e r a tio n s  
in  wh ich  an oxyaoefcelen e b lo wt o r ch  i s  used on a h ea v i l y  
p a in t e d  s u r fa c e  u n d er  co n d i t io n s  in  wh ich  v e n t i l a t io n  
i s  l a c k i n g ,  o r  ve r y  in a d e q u a t e .

The on ly man I  know who h as 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  c o l l e c t e d  d a t a  on t h i s  s u b je c t  Is one 
o f my c o l le a g u e s  on the Commit tee on Lead P o is on in g 
in  t h e Se c t io n  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  H ygien e o f  t h e Am er ican 
P u b l i c  H ea lt h  As s o c ia t i o n ,  I  h a ve  no d ou b t  you a r e 
f a m i l i a r  wi t h  some of Dr ,  Hoffman*s p u b l i c a t i o n s  and 
I  b e l i e v e  he has t h e  d a t a  on t h i s  q u e s t io n  in  b e t t er  
sh a pe than  a lm os t  anyone e l s e  in so f a r  as a v a i l a b le  
s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  con ce r n ed .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  doubt  t h e
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