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Doar Doctor Lanzais

T am afrald that therec 1s
vary 1itSle T ecan glve you in the way of new infore
mation az te the influence of lead poizoning on
mortality, Nothing that I hzve on the subjeoct is
worth anything 1n a statlstlcal sense since I have
only my own axpaoriences 1o the mabter of clinical
cases Lo 20 Oong awnd vhese, I Dallave, w#would e of
very 1i1t4le asslistance o you, 1In the course of
the sast several ysars T nave sasn several faial
casas of lead polscnlug in chlldren az the rosalt
of ingesting lead fron Loys, olay pong, and in oues
instance contaminated food. I have also seen several
cages of fatal encephalopsathy in connectlon with the
manufacture of white lsad, I have also had direct
knowledge of gix or seven deatha from scute organlc
lead poisoning in counnscblon wlth the cleaning of
storace tanks heavily contamiunated with tetraethyl
lead or iits decomposltion products. I can nob cone
colve of these az having much signiflzance ln relatlon
to the gensral gusstion of moriallity. My exzperience
leads me to believe that fatal lead polzoning 1s gulte
uncormon and aside from the Instances which I have mene
tioned, I bellieve bthat fatal cases occur rarely: oxcept
in commection with ship breaklng or cutting operations
in which an oxyaceielensa blowtorch is used oo a heavily
palnted surface under conditions in which ventlilation
i1s lacking, or very inadeguate,

- The only man I know who has
systematlically collected data on thils subject 1s one
of my colleagues on the Committese on Lead Polsoning

in the Section of Industrial Hyglene of the American
Public Heelth Aassociatlon, I have no doubt you are

familiar with some of Dr, Hoffmant's publlications znd
I believe he has the data on thils questlon in better
ghape than almoat anyone else in so far as avallable
statistlies are concerned., I persona’ly doubt the
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