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eports sharp DDT drop in Lake Michigan fish

By Bruce Ingersoll

DDT levels in Lake Mich-
igan fish bave taken a sharp
and surprisingly sudden drop
sisce 1970, as Ann Arbor
{Mich) biologist wid a gaid-
ering of conservauorusis and
antipoliution officials here Fri-
day.

The suddenness of lhe de-
cline is baMling, said Robert
Reinert, a researcher at the
Great Lakes Fishery Labora-
tory, bk it may augur weil for
the lake's future.

In sounding what he called a
“cheery note,” Reinert said
few scientists, if any, had ex-
pected DDT levels in coho
salmon, lake trout and chubs
to fall so quickly afier DDT
was outlawed in 1970.

‘“Many people argued
against banning DDT because
it would take 100 years for the
DDT in the lake 0 yo away,”
Reinert (0ld the daylong con-

do\vn and have continued to go
* he said,

The average salmon, lor ex-

ample, contained 11.8 parts

per miltion of DDT in 1989. By

1973, the level of contamina-
tion had dropped to 4.5 ppm,
he said.

la view of the “rise and fall
of DDT,” Reinert said he ex-
pected the levels ol other in-
dustrial compounds in Lake
Michigan fish to take a similar
drop.

However, the use of these
compounds — polychlotipated
biphenyls (PCBs) — has been
sharply limited only since 1972,
he pointed out.

The average coho salmon ~
which he advocated watching
just as coal mirers onc
watched pet camaries for th
first trace of mine gas — i
tainted with 12 ppin of PCBs
be said.

Another encoungmg rmor(

ference at the Chi-
cagoe Hotel.
“In fact, ove year after the
ban, DDT levels staried 10 go
£ s

on the

from sewage emuenc was giv- |

en by Valdas Adamius. deputy
regional adminisirator for the

-
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U.S. Envi pheric fallout appears
Agency, w0 m a source of PCB and as-
By the end of 1974, phos- bestos poilution. And 12 per
pharus was being removed vuent of the phosphorus_ going
from 63 per cent of the treated Mo the lake is airbome, said
sewage going into the lake, he _ - -
said. By the end of this year,
the figure will be 75 per ceat.
The original goal had been
30-per cent removal by the end
of 1972, Adamius noted, “but
siill we have come 3 long
way.”
The cnn!erence sponsored
by the Lake Michigan Feder
ation to make an ecological
diagriosis of the current staie
of the lake’s heaith, also heard
several disquieting reports:

Thomas J. Murphy, 2 De Paul
University researcher:

@ Littie has been done ahout
waste discharges from vessels.

® Harbor dredging by the
-~ .

Army Corps of Engineers is
polluting shore waters.

® Shore erosion coatinues 0
be aggravated by the high lake
fevel.
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