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l e t t e r s
Anti-conception
We were especially in te res ted  ui 
lie com m ents  ot P io tes so r  Slim i 

t This Week, vol tfft, p -IHi), 
'oncvrniug tlie i el. it ionslnp 
between b reas tfeed ing  ,md 
nu tat ion ,  and rc sea ich  into 
breastfeeding

It is certain ly  t ru e  tliat a 
i e lati ' instnp exists and lias been 
known foi some time to exist 
between la i tu lion  In enstleoiling 
md birtli  spai mu Heceut 

ic sea r i ’h lias shown prolonged 
b ie a s t l e td m g  to be clearly 
associated with limiter b i r th  
liters als, especially in mure 

tradition d societies where  
t requen t  suckling ot the baby is 
v onimun.

Most of the  resea rch  th a t  has 
been u n d e r ta k en  on this issue, 
buwever, suggests  that while 
• i um a public hea l th  point of 
siesv b reas t feed ing  a p p ea rs  to 
play an e lle it ive  anti-c onceptive 
:ole, f rom  an individual 
standpoint the oc cm renee of 
o iegnaney  among m o th e rs  svho 
are still breastfeeding,  as shown 
.u the WHO collaboi ative study, 
ran  vary bei ween l per  i ent and 
11 per cent according to the 
population g roups  under  
■ onsidei an .n. This clearly places 
a consider ..ole lim itation O i l  the 
oossible pi mnotion of 
b reas tfeed ing  as an anti- 
lo n eep tw e  practice.

A s fa i  as WHO and icsea rch  
mto b iea s t lee d in g  is concerned, 
Professor s h o r t  is no t  correct.  
WHO has recently  u n d e r ta k en  a 
prevalence and dm ation study of 
b reas t feed ing  in nine countr ies  
and is cm i ently  u n d e r tak in g  a 
six-country s tudy of varia tions 
in quanti ty and composition of 
breastm ilk  It is also involved in 
:eseaic li  into the  re la tionsh ip  
between lactation and horm onal  
contraception, and will soon 
init iate a se r ies  of s tudies into 
'h e  so-called “insufficient milk 
syndrom e’’.
Manuel Cur hullo Geneva
World Heal th  Organisation

On the water line
In addition to la rge  reservoirs, 
many small  im pounded  lochs 
s ituated well away from  houses 
and people a re  covered by the 
1930 and 1975 acts. In these  
c ircum stances the  original use 
may be r e d u n d an t  and owners  
are t em p ted  to draw  down 
levels to below the 25 000 
cubic m e t re s  volume a t  which 
the acts come into operation. 
Unfortunate ly ,  th is  has the 
effect of  reducing  small  lochs 
to m ere  puddles  with potentially 
d isas t ious  ellects on the  wildlife 
associated with them. In one 
iecen t  ruse  the nes t ing  hab ita t  
of four species of birds included 
on schedule  1 of the  Bird 
Protection A i t s  was th rea tened .

The reasons  to r  and safety- 
aspects of these  a d s  was made 
quite cleai in “G overnm ents  
ignore t ime bombs in lb i tem 's  
dams" (This Week, 29 January ,

p 2bilj mil the  lecenl HUG 
televisual p rog iam m e.  Hut an 
additional prob lem  and by- 
p in d m i  oi the ltesei von s Act 
in its in esunt form m ight  well 
be the lass of w a te r  bodies ol 
wildli le importance  b e m u s e  
hinduw uers c anuot aflord to 
comply but w be ie  it is diftu ult 
to sei any d an g er  to life or
pi opei i\
/•: r  (me
Liatui Conservancy Count tl

L d tnburyh

Slimj bottoms
With I. t e ien ce  til ’ .-sailms 
seek solution to slimy bottoms" 
(Momi.i i,  2(i February ,  p 531 i, 
there  is a simple explanation
lor the prol iferat ion  of "shines" 
on orgaiiotin-baseil anli l in ihiig  
paints, id which the  se l l ­
polishing m p o ly in e is  a re  an 
example

Of ioii lmg bacteria  (ifi-ilO 
p e r c e n t  a re  Giain-negative, 
and o igano t in  anti-fouling 
compounds a re  not toxn to 
this g 11inp The main p ie d a to is  
oi fouling bacter ia  are 
grazing protozoa, to wlmli 
o rgano lm  < (impounds are 
toxic Therefore ,  o rgano tm  
an tid o u lm g  pa in ts  act as 
s c l e d i \ e  substra tes ,  providing 
a favourable  env iro n m en t  fo r  
Gram-negative, m ar ine  fouling 
b a c t i u  i A case id one m a n ’s 
poison being ano the r  m ail’s 
niedii me!

The situation is simitar for 
c u p i ,ms-oxide. based anti- 
fouimg paints, w here  coppcr- 
toleraiil  fouling bacteria  
p io d u m  much more adhesive 
"slime" than the ir  co u n te rp a r t s  
growing on organotin-based 
pain ts  These polysaccharide- 
based "s lim es” can chelate  
heavy metals, p resum ably  the ir  
excessive production mi copper- 
i im la in m g  pa in ts  con tr ibu tes  
to the  i upper-lulei  a n ie  in tile 
bactei m.

The heavy louling by d iatoms 
r e q u m  s a d i l le reu t  explanation  
because, unlike Gi ain-negative 
bactei m, they are  not inheren tly  
tolei ant of o rgano tm  ( ompounds. 
H o w e ' i i ,  because reproduction  
is pn'ilmiiiii. intly by binary 
fission, to le ran t  iiuliv iduals soon 
give ii ,e to tu le ian t  populations. 
Also, ii is possible that the

initial i idonisalion by bacteria  
pi educes  a barrie i- layei on 
the pa in t  surface ,  render ing  it 
less toxic 
G. !■'. Daniel,
Af. J. Dempsey  i ’o i t s mou l h

Nature conservation
May I suggest  to T A 0  Hi ien 
11.etlei s, 2b Fein uai \ , p 5ti01 
that “(lie ul t im ate  a im" id any 
wildlife p ic se iv a tu m  gioup  
should mil be In bring about 
and enhance  (he he.inly ol the 
countrys ide  lor  the benefit ,d all 
m em b ers  ol soi iely

It should surely be to r  the 
p reserva t ion  id all form s ol 
wildlife 111 St, last and all time, 
and not foi the benefit oi 
groups no m a t te r  how mui h 
their  m em h o is  pay, or  how good 
a value to r  money l he groups 
mas give.
Leslie Duckwoi t h  l.odsall

Asbestos
I lead  Hairy Cast lem .m ’s a i t u  Ic­
on the  Hindustan  Feioilo factmv 
in Bombay with am u/em en t  
( “ Double s tan d ard s  asbestos m 
India",  2(i Fein nary, p 522 1 He 
says it is based on a visit to I he 
p lant  last year N either  he mu 
any rep resen ta t ive  id your 
Itnunal has evei visited mu 
plant.

Fvery s ta te m en t  he m a k e s  
about the p lant  is cm11 ue .
fiver the past six yeuis  the 
Uombuy t a i t o iy  in sp e i tm a te  
has been so im pressed  by 
H industan  Fet ado's dust 
control th a t  it has an an g i-d  lor  
i ep resen ta t ives  id local i ot ton 
te i t i l e  mills to visit the plant to 
learn from  the  u n th o d s  wi- 
ernploy.

We are  surpr ised  H u t  vou 
should have p u n te d  such 
misleading materia l  without 
taking the trouble  to check Un­
t ru th  ot the allegations you 
have m ade  eitliei with J in n e r  
and Newall or with Hindustan  
Ferodo
A’. I 'enltulurarnim
Hindustan Letodo Ltd  ftmutiny
Our authors  reply 
The India investigation was 
conducted  by one ot us UlMl in 
( lose  consulta t ion  with the 
o the i ,  one year  ago. 1 he 
in form ation  on Hindustan  
Ferodo was obtained m a 
several-hour interview with a 
lower m an ag em en t  employee 
who had been at the  factory 
for some years. We conducted 
the interview m his office, in a 
building just a ti w m e tre s  ■
awav from  the lnanu ta i  tm mg 
ta i ih ty .  The employee appeared  
to be knowledgeable  and 
honest in his answers We 
imm edia tely  taped the notes of 
Ihe interview, and a lull a u  mint 
was published last year  ( B. 1 
( a tleilian, and V J. Vera Vera, 
“ In .pending pi o l i le ra lkm  ol 
asbestos", Intel  national Journal  
of Heal th  Sri iinv.s, vol 10, p tot 1

We stand bv om stmy 
Jtui I y I ( iisllermoi
It'd,e11 May, s Afm i/luud
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