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Tt is only within comparatively veeent tines that the denvatologist
has interested himsel§ in dermatoses associated with or cansed by the dinly
work, \With the advent of a more clearly defined appraisal of the words
cezem and dermtitis and the more geneval vse of the patch test, der-
matologists have necessanily inguired more and more deeply into the
imemerable chemical contacts that aceur i the day by day hives of
their patients, s well as being conversant with detmatobogy, the der-
matodogist muse bave o working knowlalge of the wianniactne and

content of the many new and old compounds that are handled aned
applicd by lavge numbers of persons, Heoce, more and moce devma-
tologists are hecoming industvially minded. and it is dawning on them
that the solution of some of thaeir fndustyinl difficultivs may aid theny
in a cearer conception of the dermatoses that are enconntered in their
every-cay practice,

Dermatergoses of the aceform Gype occurving in persons working
with chemicals have been repeatedly repovied in Fuvope and diseussed
as industrial “chlor-aene.” U This term “ehlor-aene™ was Aest used Iy
Herxheiner * i 180Y (o deseribe an eruption composed of comed
amt simall xehaccous pustules that occurred on the arms and faces of
workers  manufacturing  chlorine  gas  clectrolyviically, using carbum
clectrodes. It was natural to assume that the chlorine was the cansative
agent. Bettman = had observed in March 1897 two patients whose skins
were diffusely pigmented, dark, vough and dry.in whom were obaerved
amall tenacions comedones assoviated with mamerons smad) foltientan
abscesses. Subnequently he reported twenty-one additional cases with
similar symptoms in workmen who were engaged in cleaning out an
acied tower used i the manufacture of hydrochloric acid, At no time

1S

did ithese men come in camtact with Tree chlovine, but mnnerons Yoese
wl at the Fi Tghth Aonaad Mecting of the American Derninalogical
ation, Iue., White Sulphor Spriugs, W. Vi, May 2, 1933,

1. White, P
Inc., 1934,

2. Tleraheimer: Miinchen, med. Wehnschre, 96:278, 1899

3 Betuman: Dewsche ared. Welmsehr, 27:437, 1901,

o The Deematergoses, edo 4 New York, Panl B Hoclwer,
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Of the twenty-lfour men working in the manufacture of chlorinated
di-phenyt within the period from the Jate summer of 1932 1o October,
L1933, twente-three were repertud to have had an acneform ceuptiom on
the face and body. OF the twenty-three, sixteen were examined. These
men presented evuptions of acnefonm chmacter similar e type and dis-
tribution to that in the case referred 1o hut varying in severity (table).
In many paticnts namerous small sebaceous abscesses developed, par-
ticularly around the collora lne, which exuded heavy, tenacions pus,

aned the remainiog uleers were indolent, feaving in their wake mwch
earring.  In two ol the cases particularly, many large alscesses
developed on the neek and hack,

Until very recent times di-phenyl and ehlovinated di-phenyl were onty
Taboratory curiositics, and their conwiercial manufacture Wits withtiowit.
1 the experimental stage of manufacture the apparatus was neeessarily
crude, sk experimenters and workers were exposed Tie tong periods
to fumes and du comtaining much chlorine, Toth free ad combined.
In the carly experiments, as well as in the eacly manufacture in large
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