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Elsar Isem, Vice President
The Eagle~Picher Conpeny

corrtacted all of the large producers of these areas and,
at this tisme, I wish tO thank each of thea for his ixmediate response

In Arizms, it develops that this state socounted for approximately
&% of the domesiic recoverrble lsad production in 1950, ascunting te
26,383 ters and in 1551 they produced 17,300 tons, or a recduction of
approxcimately €. This reducticn was cdus mainly to the decline in the
production of the Coppar Queen Xine of Phelps-Dodge at Eisbee, In 19551
production of this mine was only 20% of the 1950 production, and the ore
reserve is ridly being depleted, sy producers of the state, ia the
order of productiocn were: la=moth-St, Anthony at Tiger, lrom Xing st
Humboldt, San Xavisr at Sshuarita, Treoch at Patagonia, Copper Queen st
Bisbes and Aravipa at Clondilkw,

The anticipsted production for 1952, st today's sarket, is prace
tically the same as for 1951 with no new major ors cevelopments of any
consequence in sight,

In New dexico, thls state acoounted for approximstely 1£ of domstis
recoveracls lead ;roduction in 1950, asounting to 4,150 tons compared to
5,600 tons for 1951, cr a 10f incresse, The chief producers indicate that
thair 1950 production, at the present price, will be apprcxinatsly the
ssms 88 in 1951,

The Tri-State District, In 1950 this area sccounted for 7.28 of
domestis Tead production azounting to 31,157 tonsr of recoverable lead,
While in 1§51 trds production dropped to 27,834 tons, or a decrease of
approximately 10f, The major [roducers, in order of their iaportence,
were; The Eagle-Picher Co,, Nellle B, .fine, now the American Zine Co,,
National Llead Co,, Potter-Gims Co,, Beck Mining Co, and the Dines
Mining Co,

In the past year a considersdls aaocunt of development work hes
been GaiTisd oo i the Weblt City Ares of Risscurd, with tbe resull thed
several new siseable operutions are being started there, However, none
of these operations will be lsad producers of any consequence, sinoe
their ores contain little or no lead, but a substantial tonnage of 3ing
19 sxpected,

oPresented at the 2Lth Annual Neeting, lead Industries Asecciatiom,
April 18-19, 1952, Chiocago, Illinois,
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Since the ratio of the production . tinc to lead in the Tri-State
£141d 1s aporoximately ) to 1, with no procious mrtal valuss, the price
of 3ins has & most {mportant effect upon the lead production,

‘nu ‘racovery of the f1eld Jast year was 1,5LS sino or roughly, 3O
lbs, of 8inc metal was recovered from sach ton of ore mineds The recovary
of lsad was .LBX or & 1ittle over § lbs, of load was recovered from each
ton of ore mined, Froa thess recovery figures you will robably get the
impression that the ore in the Tri-State Diatrict is alightly low grade,
and should Se considered as definitely marginal ore even st these prices,

Much has been accomplished in the Tri-State District during the
last decade to give 4t a new 1ife. The minerslized area of the Picher
field is definitely amenable to large capacity mechanized xining, and oa
thie theory the ousratiors of the field have been spending thousands of
dollars in recent years,

As the develofmant of centraliszed milling in the '30'a gave the
district nev 1ife, the devalopment of Squarring? underground is giving the
adistrict new hrpes todxy. It bas been the close cocperaiion of the lande
owners, aspageaent and labor that is bringing about tais condition.

The landowner has coopsrsted by allowing commingling cperations
between various mines, 30 that today & muber of lsases can be operated
as & unit wixich allows iy mining oconoxies, that would not be possible
if each leass had to be mined by itself,

A1so, labor has cosperated in that they are «ricing oo 8 sliding
wags scale Jrangesent tisd to the market price of sinc,

¥ith the landowner and 1abor coopertting, mansgement is making every
effort to develcp the necessary ejuipment and methods to wine these low
grade ares as cheaply as possible.

Tody in place of the tripod mounted drills, the hand scoop shovel
and the muzll ore bucket transported on a narrow gsuge railroad, yowu will
find narny new innovations,

In place of the small tripod mounted drilling machine, you will find

large drilling aschince sounted on heavy caterpillars or rubber tired jumbos,

Sme 90 constructed that the operator's pletform is 65 ft. high,

The replacing of the hand scsop shovel proved to be the toughest job »

consequently, you £ind & mmber of iifferent types of loading equipment in
these mines., MNovertheless, today all of the ore {s loaded by mechanical
shovels while it has only besn & few ysars ago when it was all loaded Yy
hand, .

In place of the ssall railway hauling the string of mmall cre duckete
with mules for motive prwer, you will find today 10 and 15 ton diesel trucks
traveling at rates up to 3O miles per hour ¢ver “egular highways undergrounds
One cumpany has 80 miles of such wawwmomﬂuoqm
nnal makes their daily rounds in Jospe,

R e A 1 e TR M S Roar -

Wy

s 9




L1A16388

o

- o . Sy

Kimer fsern™ ~ Tt T T T
ale

Incidentally, wage rates have more than doubled i the last ten
years in the district, etill the labor cost, per rock ton, is as low as
it was ten ysars ago,

Consequantly, with the improvements made in milling snd aining in 3
the district over the last 20 years, and with the snticipatien of relatively
high prices for sing in the foreseeadls future there is a feeling of
optimisn in the district, It is anticipated the production of lead is
1952 will be substantially as large as in 1551 with 8 feeling that this
schisvement can be duplicatsd for still & ousber of years at the present
metal prioes, .
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