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MYSTERY CLUSTER

' '?Study fmds

no F ord
cancer tze

Researcher calls 8
incidence rate a“ .

‘sta trst;cal ara!act'
By Douglas Nks B
News Buﬂ'erul'_ ) ootk

An unezplained cluster of cander
death and incidence in @ peighbor-

hood nesr Ford Motar Co.’s Mt °

Clemens paint and viny! planta may
be nothing more than a “statistical
artifact,” according to a researcher
mt.b t.he Mlchzgm Cmeer Founda.

Dt G. Mme Swuuou, director of
the foundation’s registey of cancers
ip southeastern Michigen, found
higher rates h:;ut'wo gl.mculu cklln-
cen— snd cerviz —fn a

t:rwxudy of the Mt Clenens
nelg borhood. -

But, overall, Dr. Bwnmon said:

] *"The cancer rates near the plant
do not appear 1o be anything out of

the ordinary.”. - .

.-

IN HER REPORT to Ford, Dr.
Swanwon -recommended that the
company do a mortality. ltudy of

Bh:t et:l:ployu who work hml;:
" § “where the exposures may be
then In the neuhborhood unless
they are putting nomethm out ol
their stacks that q.hn war
1 praotected from.™;

There was no immedmu com-
ment !rom Ford on Dz Swmna

% "‘}'sﬁ ,oﬂ'acuh 'Bhve wn;muntb
‘T devied that emiss am from vennﬂ

| chemical spills a 1.lp 14 have
csused any lbnoxmd ealth prob-
1 lems”™ in meighborh surround-

ln; the industrial complex. . ..~

> Sipce the 19608, residents livi
near the huge Ford paint and vin;
pimt eompkx Yave complained

bout odors, Tumes and particle -
fm.-.".\".',:' i“

ON APRIL ll lh.a leas from
some of the residents, Detroit
Nem ‘documented six cases of can-

t aod two children bora with
buﬁl defects in & cluster of aix
bouses ©on or near Washington
Street néar the two Ford planta, -

Four more cases of cancer identi-
Fed by The News Incesse, the
unexplained dustu of discesen in
the neighborhood fo 10 cases of
cancer, including five deaths, kn
: bt houses and # church Puildi

are one the victims wark

dnily for years. .

Informed of the newly doctmm»
ed cases, Dr. Swanson said: -

“Without question that s very
striking information.

“The hard thing ta ds s tﬂck -3
back for a réason. Because there fn
ne one type of cancer that stands
:i“' I 'auld conclude it is o statist.

- '--. . v
s ."‘ 4 \‘.\ -

THE CANCEB registry ﬁxum
thow 14,370 cazea of cancer wers
diagnosed in Macomb County be-
tvbeen 1973 and 1979, including 618

Contlnned‘on Page 12A
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House dction
set on hxgher

Detr01t tax g

‘Restue package
clem committee

By Luther Kefth* et
and Robert E, Boaelk o
Nowa StAﬂVﬁbﬂ . A

. LANSING — Subnrbcn commut-
an today awaited final House sc-
tion op & proposed Detroit refersn-

Solidarity

Polish labor chief
Lcch Walesa plans
vasxt to Detroit :

: .a.s‘.h-=

plans to visit Detroit in July
;lur:!nc a o::p -week rahurkan
und-raising sccording to 8
US. executive who met with the -
labor activist in Warsaw. Leaders
of the Polsh community in De.
troft greeted the news enthusias-

Po!uh unlon lndcr Lech Wals. -

tically and lmmeduuly be'u :

.

.

n, Mike Mmhwo T
Nu-o SiafY vmur ,- -

eonm'hu
lenee in

qum-inmu.)mnhwmﬁ
onihkndxouduem‘ﬁﬂ

dum which would lborease the | grranging th A
fncome Yax’ pajd by® aonruldenu ~Hy o m ‘« v
working in the city. 3 . euibusiastic wilcome in the Pal- [ LECHY
A bitter foor debate to h!ocl t-hlt ish community,” ssid Kazimlen'.\ 'r 1 .
Be jon was predicted after thé Olejuc?k. pxnldent of Michl. >/
s trolt _ fiscal plan cleared the { gan's -division of Polish | WALI
ouse Taxation Comm:me yzster- Amer(can Congress. He said his * rivein t)
dlr ona 123 vwold group has coliected nearly 340,  said Pz
nmbehfx?t?':nltr.. l! ww.lﬂ ﬁo‘for thad:nty, the movement  the ul:ur.
perm [ speci ‘alesa hea or, who
election Jung 23 on ncreasing the | Whalesa’s unm.vgiy scheduféd several b
oty :e:fe’nt !noou:o r:’uthfmm 2 1 tour o seven cities. mth hrte g:fﬂuu '
.peroen reent and the non- sccorr
:::g::tll.;ger::.. h:lfalone per- l Pofand’s Cardingl Wyu,nlld “["‘;"':;d'
Both are Yey facton in quo: "m*"”u will rece
aoleman A '{ounu p.ru:ll" pach:; ‘ PRI lflrom g}.
’ save eaten Polub Amenmn uTltlon; was . liam Gr
tlnk:uplcy it lllo & for legisla- { promptad by wn Eguum W Wantato .
ive authorization to permit Detroit *§ colve a “fresdom medal™ from to aip i
to borrow 3100 Inillion and mejor | Philedelphia’s mayar, bisines- in Polanc
wage concesaions by city employea. m‘;., ward J. Pazk gdb ye- De?z:aji:ﬂ
tar The executive, who hea . £
ST YA Bt | M R R Bl
with a $129-million dgficit and face | Philadelphis, conveyed the &xeb , FRStor -
a crisi in public serviees next year | L3tion last week while be '?,,: land pro:
U no atste action i taken now. f;ohn“‘d‘fyxumhtbﬂ*‘ ’ P‘N:(
. Contioued oo Page 8A
e e
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Offzczals say“m

™ve e -

At Toola Buts Momlory
last Fnd:y. thisgs were “running
smoothly” Warden Dale Foltx
anid. “But ws were concerned
ab._. _umetuwsg Like this hap- .

-'penm; No question the medm .

Mlclnnn

" played a past ,,‘;
*The men all bave
TV and  radioa.




i ST T
i%&""yz‘ﬂr o y'g ~'f‘£#‘ "

) g‘p;f"'; n'.“ ui}*gﬁl

/ ;.

4 12-A —THE DETROIT NEWS— Thunds;

:‘ﬁ,

v H

A

' 2l
"Mm“}g&\" ;{é % ,

M-,aum ae

=Study finds no: Ford, cancer link -

umpleo she worked with, r. Sumon N

"-Co-unud from Page 1A
222" cases in Mi Clermens. Dr. Swanson said
:,nbo specifitally looked, in the city fig.
wr "ures, for & higher incidence of liver and
‘brain tancers, connected scientifi-
scaily with exposure to vinyl chloride
2= which is yeed in the Ford plant.
“There wars six chsen of liver cancer in
t::ML Clemans and one of those waa an
angiosarcoms, which ia known to be caus-
.ed by exposure to vinyl chloride, sha
waid. “Thetp were oniy 10 brain cancers.
v “Siatistically, that is not encugh to
lnh any tomparisons.”

sdjusted cancer rates {per 100000 popu-’

lation} in Mt. Clemens with thoss of Ma- .

' @ For all cancers, the Mt Clamens mats
® The Mt Clemens rate of eloplumn
cancers was 137 pm:un higher that tlm

comb County. She found;

of the county.

® Mt. Clemens' rate of cemul cancer -
) IowngI cancers ‘showed higher rates in

was 128 percent higher than the county’s.
® More cancers were recorded in the con-

sus tract including and surrounding the'.

Ford paint and vinyl plants than-in other
census Arects studied. However, because
that census tract is more populous, ita

cancer rate for men was actually 18.6 Jess
than ths Macomb County rate. For -~

- percent); stomach (27

women, thc tract’s cancer rata was u
percent loss than the county rate,

was only 38 pcmnt greater than the-
. tounty rate.

Dr. Swanaon also reporud on rates for -

cancer in differant body sites. The fol- '

emens than in tha county: ovaty -
{10 percent higher); femsle breast (3.1
percent); pancreas
{32.4 percent); larynx (8.2 percent); lung .
. 8.8 percont); .and leukemis-muitiple -
myeloma (17.5 percent).

LN

vl

said, thess differences ars not statistical- |
ly nxmﬁctnt. 1.
Body sites for cancer whete Dr. &-m-
loon reported lower incidence rates In Mt
Clemnm are: uterine (13.4 percent lowar
* than the county rate); prostate (5.1 per-
{ cent); colon (.8 percent); rectum (13.2
-ppercant); urinary bladder (11 percent)
“and lymphomas (8 percent).
'- A variety of toxic chemical spills have
voccurred at the two Ford plants, actord.
?ing to state records, including telrahydof.
-uran, cathodic a-coat resin; buty! alcohol, |
mthyl ethyl hm and poiycluortuud
biphenyl (PCB) - /

LDIL SWANSON mmpmd the age-

Howmr. because of the size ol the

"y ' N
.!' ,: a 5 ) 4‘
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2 streets |

show high
cancer rate

By Douglas Ilka a<
Neyws Stngﬂ\'riter L“i ) (Z’
Copyright, 108), The Detroit News -

Washington Street is not the only
cancer street in the shadow of the
huge Ford paint and viny! plants in
Mt. Clemens, according to residents
of Grove Park Avenue.

The Detroit News reported last
week that there is an unexplained
cluster of cancer and birth defect
cases on Washington Street, where
residents have complained for years
about fumes and fallout from the
Ford complex. ,

“We seem to have a lot of cancer
on Grove Park, too,” said Mrs.
Barbara  VanDecar, whose mother
died of liver cancer July 2, 19879,

ON GROVE PARK, The News
has found six cases of cancer, in-
cluding four deaths, in the 24 resi-
dences located north of Hubbard.
Grove Park and Washington Street
are south of the Ford complex.

In addition, two cases of cancer,
including one death, also have been
identified in six houses on Lafay-
ette, located just west of the Ford
plants. : .

In six houses on or adjacent to
Washington Street, there have been
six cases of cancer, including three
deaths, and two children born with
birth defects In the past nine years.

A Ford. spokesman said the
company is reviewing files to deter-
mine the extent of air and ground
pollution controls put into the
plants since their opening in 1958.

The Michigan Public Health De-

artment is checking its records.
ne official said: “We have no offi.

. Continued on Page PA
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2 streets show high
rate of cancer cases

Continued from Page 1A

cial position. We will send a letter
to The Newa asking for additional
information.” : '

Dz, Kenneth Wilcox, chief of the
state’s Division of Enviropmental
Epidemiology, said:

“Every month, we get a letter
from someone who finds & lot of
cancer cases. Our staff doesn't have
time to investigate all of these
things. If the residents are upset,
you are encouraging that worry by
putting it into the paper.”

The list of victims, whose names
were provided by Grove Park resi-
dents, includea: ’
® Mrs. Kathryn L. Moore, 70, a
former society writer for:a local
newspaper. Her daughter, Mrs,
VanDecar, resides at 86 Grove Park
in the home her parents lived in for
50 years. Mrs. Moore died of a liver
cancer that had spresd after an
earlier diagnosis of eolon cancer.

® Edward Roy Champine Jr., 55, of
98 Grove Park, died June 26, 1979
of heart failure caused by carcino-
ma of the stomach that had spread
to other parts of his body. He work-
ed for the city of Mt. Clemens.

@ Mrs. Margaret Sedora, 68, of 77
Grove Park, died April 4, 1973, of
carcinoma of the breast that had
spread to other parts of her body.
She was a decorator at Mt. Clemens
Pottery.

® Frederick Fischer, 65, of 71 Grove
Park, died "of leukemia June B,
1972, His wife, Bertha, 70, currently
is receiving treatment for lung can-
cer. Fischer also was a Mt. Clemens
city employe. '

@ Mrs. Katherine Roberts, 42, of 86
Grove Park, has suffered for the
past two years with a condition that
three doctors have told her is can-
cer. Another doctor maintains the
ailment i» & bleeding uicer. Mrs.
Roberts has required severa! blood
transfusions because of a conrisent
low blood count measured in labo-
ratory testa.

Grove Park residenta, those who
have lived in the neighborhood for
years and newcomers, described the
fumes and odors from the Ford
complex as "atiffling, nauseous and
choking.” Several complained of
unexplained medical problems.

“I've had the flu for the t
time, at least 1 think it’s the flu,”
said Mrs. VanDecar, 37, who keeps
her 9-year-old daughter indoors on
suromer days when the chemical
fumes are strongest.

“OFTEN, THERE is a terrible,
terrible chemical smell. One morn-
ing it woke me up and I nearly
vomited,” -

(B f:/m. Clomens

V AINT PLA;‘(TD"—%»
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Mrs. Roberts’ husband, Ben, is a
61-year old tow truck driver who
works evenings.

“At night, when the wind shifts
and atarts blowing from the north,

u can smell it real strong,” said

berts, who said that he gave up
smoking in 1863. “We moved here
about 12 years ago.

“My daughter (Rhonda, 21), is
having breathing problems. I have
spells where I'll choking real
bad. But the doctors can'’t seem to
find what’s causing it.”

Mrs, Rose Bezeau, 42, moved into
the Fischer home at 71 Grove Park
three years ago. The family, includ-
ing her husband, Robert, and five
children, lived for eight years in a
house at Cass and Washington, one
block east and three blocks south of
their current home.

“WE NEVER noticed any odor
or smells when we lived in the
house on Cass,” Mrs, Bezeau said.
“But here, on Grove Park, we've
noticed that there are days when
the fumes and odor coming from
the plants is real bad.”

The Ford plants have a history of
tonic chemical spills dating back to
1968, according to air and water
control specialists with the Michi-

an  Department of Natural

esources.  Substances - have
included tetrahydrofuran, cthodic
e-coat resin, butyl alcohol, methyl
eth;;] ketone and polychlorinated
biphenyl (PCB).
addition, measureable quanti-
ties of vinyl choride, a federally
ated carcinogen, have been
found in air samples taken by Ford
industrial bygienists inside the
lant. A U.S. Environmental
rotection Agency air quality sur-
vey of the neighborhood surround-
the plant found traces of vinyl
oride, but pot in quantities
above federally permitted levels.

kel
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FORD STUDY
Air tests
detected

carcinogen

Plant and street
samples topped
permissible levels

LIEEL THN

By DOUGLAS ILKA
News Staff Writer °
Copyright, 1881, The Detroft Ne-'

Air samples taken in 1974 inside
Ford Motor Co.'s Mt. Clemens vinyl
Jant and in 1975 in close-by neigh-
thoode where residents are con.
cerned about & clustering of cases of
cancer and birth defects showed
measurable levels of viny} chloride,
a federally regulated carcinogen.
The in-plant samplings taken by
.Ford industrial hygienists in

November 1974 fpund vinyl chlo- .

ride exposures among operators of
latex printers in excess of the
“action level” of .5 Ea?!' I;_uer million
established by the ccupation-

al Safety and Health Adrmmstrl

tion (OSHA).

In a follow-up repart from inside
.the plant, a Ford hygienist said the
situation was substantially * im-
proved. - .

IN FEBRUJ\RY 1875
neighborhood samplings, a private
Cincinnati firm hired by the U.S,
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), found vinyl chloride in
quantities ranging from 2.7 parts
ﬁ:;h;! on to seven parts per_bil bil-

o the last nine years, six cases of
cancer (including three gesths)
have occurred in six houses on or
adjacent to Washington Street, just
southeast of the plant, and two chil- -
dren were born with birth defects.
Two more cases of cancer have
been identified by The Detrojt
News in a cluster of six houses on
Lafayette Street, located just west
of the entrance to the Ford paint

" and viny] complex.

Mrs. Helen Grimm, 54, of 181
Dynfette died of :eapmtory fzilure
caused by carcinomatosis on Aug. .

- 16, 1980.

Russell Girard, 64, of 184 Lafay-
ette, received treatment for cancer
of the rectum and lower bowels in
1977. He i» a former pohce chief of
Mt. Clemens.

'GIRARD BAID, "I’va never
~ Continued on Page TA




