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2nd July, 1971. DR, M.E, DARLINGT(
- K)’m‘ E'J. JAmX
J.M. MACNAIR :

SUBJECT 1 ASEESTOS

Dear Dick,

Thank you for your letter of June 23th which i have Jjust gtudied
on return from holidey, Your letter opaens up & complex, and at the
moment, rather ill-defined sphere of. interest. .

In spite of @ massive amount of work and a lot of published
papers, the whole ficld of the toxiocity of asbestos in the "cold"
condition 1s clouded with uncerteainty, different bodies drawing
different coanclusions fram the medical evidence, I think it
true to sey that the U.K. hes taken a'considerable leed in the study
in this rfield, which has had two main effects., PFirstly, the Factory
Reguletions relating to theo use of asbestos in industry ere tighter
here then znywhere else in the world. Seccadly, the asbestos Industry
itself has pet up various bodies +o dafend its own positican end produce
responsible cowmter-attacks to the scaremongers. The main suppliers
of asbestcs have fOﬂDed the Asbestos Informatiaon Comzittee which is
meinly a public releztions function caploying undoubtedly high-powered
Fablic relstions consultanus. This is5 & wnitewashing Job. They have
elso given larze sums of money end grents to an independent body with
no commercisl exe %o gr.na, cazlled the Asbestosils Reseerch Council,
vnilch &5 nlso sponscred to a-certein-exient..by the Ministry of Heeltn,

-~

Pollowing your leitter, I re-ccniescted Dr. Holmes who is the
Secretery of the Asbestcsis Reserrch Council, specificelly cn this
gquestica of the toxicity of esbestos after thermel degredetian.

To be honest, the infeormetion thet he could give os was feirly thin
but here is e summary of it for whet it is worth

AL tezpersiures sbove 400°C eil gedes of asbestos undergo
& p“ooressive degree of thermsel degredation such thet by

OQJQ_rbe asbestos fibres are converted into an exorphous
pmechenism-gilicete, above 9CO C further structurel chenge
Toccurs leading to the formetion of Forsterite. Some work
has been done at Cembridge Unlversiiy on injecting these
minerals into enirels end ‘hese experizmente have not given
rise to the harwmful medicel effecis {(apart from normel
foreign body rejection mechanisms) thet occur with the
origine? cold esbestos., Tiris work hes beez reporied to

: s Aesearch Council eng zny published

ent to us. There is coatinuing work

wi agein on anicels anly, vwhich i=
zir* &nd pubiiceticn within the next few
oootns, epgein tnis will be gupriled when svellsble,
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I also got in touch with Dr. Alan Hodgson of Cape Asbestos Pilbres
who is certainly one of the world's technical oxperts of amosite-asbestos.
He oould add little inforuwation to that already given by Dr. Holmes excepi
to say that the transformation tempoeratures in amosite were Blightly
higher than thoze in cruocitile as refeérred to by Dr. Holmes. .

Pollowing the lead of the U.K. Asbestos industry, I did gathar
froam Dr. _Holmes that the Amenican counterparts have zlso reoently zet
up & United States Asbestos Informatica Committee. This is based on
the offices of Johns Mannville. in New York and they employ the P.R. firm
of HA1l & Xnowlton Inc. also of New York. Since this comuittee is

1telly iconoerned with mainteining and ‘increasing the seles of asbsstos
to industry, they could be a useful source of information in the U.S8.A.
Their counterparts in the U.K. do i=sue & number of helpful documents
from time to time end szome of their activities were referred to in my
Heading Systems Bulletin - Speciel Issue No.l. (with RWR/EJJ).

You esk if there is any group in the U.X. that could perform

. the sort of research that would help us to defend our continuing use

of asbestos in hot tops : and here I mst certeinly agres with you
thet there is no known materiezl at the moment whioch gives the sz=s

bqst/effect veness in hot tops as asbestcs., I think the most concise

gnswer to this question is that work is being currently done by verious
:orkers in the U.K, under the aegis of the Asbestosis Resezrch Council,
but like =21l experiments involving gestatich periods Lt tekes & very

long time to get any positive resulix, My owa feeling is thet <o

eponsor aeny edditionel research fnto this fileld is vnmlikely to-be
rrofuctive except o the purely public releticons, whitewzshing espect
thet by spending 211 this zaomt of memey we oould prove to our cucitoomers
12T we epre regponsible suppliers., ’

ct ¢
o

WVnen I get these actuzl medicel reports, as wrozised by Dr. Holrmes,
¥ill gend thenm on to you. I think that the evicence at the momeat is
e degredaticn products certeinly above 7OOOC gre not harwiel,
we st be prepered to face the ergument that the texperature z-.\.
¥ of Profex tiles in meny epplicetions doss not rise above 500°C
c

2

e the bregkdown p“oducts here will be borderline. Thne reel problen
L that ince peopie don't Ymow ehactl} whet pesremeter ol nsbestos cauees
<he heczerds In the first place, it is impossible to check whether these

exro reduced cr removed et higher tepperztures excepi by these long drawn
out snd ifncmmcelusive tezts cn zaimels,

Pinelly, I think thet ocur best defence chould be beased on the
following : even in tha U.X. where the Faci®dry Acis with regard to the

n_:"“ﬁg cf esbesfos are tighier in their lesa. enco*ceability then
the world,th reguletios that izpose the need for

spe:ial dust extraciicn equipment are oused on both the concentr=tion
¢l esbentern fibros in the gimosphere =nd the length of tims thet workers
d To i nuour basis, I belleve thrt it im most

ion time Limlits sre ever et fn 2 mieel-

unllikely <} entra

worxs stiripping eres, though because of the exclusion ¢f asbesios in
=11 not tTope sunplied in the U.XK. 47T would now be impossible to verily
this Zect here in Ingiland., I think it 45 =lso important to beer in
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that 42 P.S. Limited had not taken this aggressive lead , asbostos-
ocontaining hot tops might still be acoeptanle within the U.X, steel
industry.

I trust that theso remarks are gelpful and loox forward to
your comments, I will naturzlly be happy to discuss 1t in more
detall when we next meet,

Xind regerds.

Yours sinoersly,

¥

J.M, HACHAIR




