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October 11, 19/8

Fisher Scientific Co,
711 Forbes Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Pear sir*

We are a group nf concerned seventh grade /students from Northeastern 
Junior High School. V/a are curious about asbestos because we will be doing 
several experiments with asbestos pads and are/very concerned about the 
fact that asbestos may cause cancer* We would Like to know if you have any 
ideas about using an alternate chemical instead! of asbestos. hOiy aren't 
you warning the people if asbestos is dangerous? Could you possibly send 
us information on asbestos, or an alternate chemical. We would really like 
to know if you’re doing anything about asbestos pads.

Sincerely, ‘

Concerned Seventh Grade 
Science Students

"Bducafian ... An Im'esfisJUnf in America's Future"
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Fisher Scientific Company
Corporate Headquarters 
711 Forbes Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15319 
{412) 562-6300

Instruments, Apparatus, 
Furniture and Chemicals 
tor Laboratories.

November 6, 197 8

U.S. Department of labor
Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
200 Constitution Avenue, N.K.
Washington, DC 20210

Gentlemen: .

I-would appreciate.your clarification of the asbestos 
standard. Subpart 2, 1910.1001* 1 interpret the standard to
apply to any process involving the.release of, airborne asbestos 
fibers. What are your comments concerning products that are 
made of asbestos? I am speaking about certain laboratory pro­
ducts such as/ gloves, finger cots, mats, fire blankets, fume 
hotid liners, gasgets, etc. These products do not ordinarily 
liberate airborne fibers, however, age and useage can cause 
dusting.

My real-question is, do these, and related-type products, 
come under 1910.1001? Thank you vety much for your cooperation.

JRR:s£'

» ATLANTA O BOSTON •; CHICAGO I1 CINCINNATI f; CLEVELAND [*i DALLAS 1 DETROIT HOUSTON £ LOG ANGELES £ LOUISViUf 
E I NESS TURK 1.3 QKLANbo ~ PARKERSBURG Cl PHIUCEIPHIA t' PITTSBURGH rs RALEIGH r RICHMOND *' ROCHESTER p SANTA CLAR-- 
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Fisher Scientific Company
' Corporate Headquarters 

711 Forbes Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15219 
(412) 562-8300

Instalments, Apparatus, 
Furniture and Chemicals 
tor laboratories.

December 11, 1978

Hr. Charles R. Kohler ■
Northeastern Jr. High School 
Hartman St. .
Manchester, PA 17345 ' .

Dear Mr. Kohler: ■ ' _ ■

Please forgive the delay in answering your letter; however, I have had -
several telephone conversations with Mrs. Snelbaker explaining the situation.

We- are not the manufacturer of the asbestos pads that you are'question^ \
ing. I have been in touch with the manufacturer, and they are going to send- j
tne literature and physical properties of their, product, which will be for­
warded to you, '. - . ?

.Enclosed is a copy of the Occupational Safety and Health-(OSHA). asbestos 
standard. As you can see from this standard, OSHA is referring to asbestos- 
operations that liberate airborne particles .{fibers). I will be writing to 
you again as soon as I receive literature from the manufacturer. '

JRR:sf

cc: C, Dittrich 
G. Scott

Enclosure

ffl ATLANTA G BOSTON F.’ CHICAGO C CINCINNATI £ CLEVELAND D DALLAS f; DETROIT p HOUSTON □ LOS AUflELES rj LOUISVILLE 
rrHDN TOJTX p ORLANDCT n PAfWEFtSBURB c PHILADELPHIA Q PITTSBURGH r; RALEiSH O RICHMOND 7 ROCHESTER r SANTA CLARA
C st. Louis G washinbton h Calgary c Edmonton n Halifax g montrealt-i Ottawa c QUEBEC n Toronto c vangodve- 
p Winnipeg Hr MEXICO CITY B MUNICH west Cermani’ ** vwnire pncpm mciXja-T.'tartr obit,™ **•"
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Fisher Scientific Company
Corporate Headquarters 
711 Forbes Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219 
(412) 562-8300

fnstrumems, Apparatus. 
Furniture and Chemicals 
lor Laboratories.

December IB, 1978
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Ur. Charles E. Kohler 
North eastern Jr. High School 
Hartman St.
Manchester, PA 17345

Dear Mr. Kohler;

In yohr jorigiaal letter, you mention asbestos pads. I am interested 
In identifying the product in question. Is the product, catalog number 
1-441A, 0, nr B? (See attached). 'When did yon purchase this product? 
Please Bend all particulars. "

JHK:e£

Attachment

Bt ATLANTA p BOSTON D CHICAGO D .CtNOJNNATt Q CLEVELAND D DAUAS D DETROIT D HOUSTON D LOS ANGELES p LOUlSVJlAE 
Cl NEW YORK □ ORLANDO O PARKERSBURG tj PHILADELPHIA □ PITTSBURGH O BAUSIG« O BICHMCNO p ROCHESTER n SANTA CLARA 
p ST. LOUIE □ WASHINGTON m CALGARV Q eoMOHTON Q HALIFAX' □ MONTREAL rj OTTAWA D OUEBEC □ TORONTO p VANCOUVER
O Winnipeg n Mexico city ss Munich, west Germany h sahtuhce. Puerto men e> turich. stot/ejuand
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L\S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR.
Occuf-ariunal Safety anil Health AitmanLtratum 

W.tSHISGTON', D.C. 2WU

John R. Reilly 
Corporate Safety Director 
Fisher Scientific Company 
711 Forbes Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

Dear Hr. Reilly: , . .

Thank you for your letter of November 6, 1978, concerning the OSHA 
Asbestos standard, 29 CFR 1910.1001. Please accept my apology for 
our delay in replying..

■ During normal use of the asbestos laboratory products named in your 
letter, exposures are expected to be low and thus would comply with 
the OSHA asbestos standard. The asbestos standard does apply during 
the manufacture, cutting, abrading, grinding, drilling, and sawing 
of these items, as well as during operations which involve cleaning, 
them with a wire brush-or extensive shaking (of fire blankets, for 
instance).

■ ' . ' * .1
Medical examinations are not required for employees exposed to ■
8-hour time-weighted average concentrations .of 0.1 fiber per cubic . 
centimeter of air, or less (see the enclosed OSHA Program Directive - 
on this'subject). ■ .

I hope this answers your questions sufficiently, and .1 appreciate 
your interest In occupational health. .

JruceHillenbrand 
Acting Director,. Federal Compliance 

and State Programs

Enclosure
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May 30, 1979

MEHORA7R>im FOR.* Grower wrenn, Director
Federal CoBspliamce end State Prog raise

SUBJECTS Clarification of Asbaate* Standard

This* snunrandu* is a constant on your response to an ioquiry by ■ 
Mr* John Reilly, Fisher Scientific Company, 3/23/7$, conceraing- . 
the asbestos standard, 29 CFK 19X0*1001. In gs»r mens; yon 
said "during norwal use of the asbestos laboratory products- nwmd 
in your letter, exposures am expected to to* l^ar and'.' thus would ' 
comply with the 08B& asbestos standard./'. ®* are reluctant to 
predict compliance with the 08S& stan&^b&sed on a "desk top* 
eralustion especially in light of Mr* '.Reilly*® peasseat that . 
"age and usage can cans* dusting." Mr. Reilly’s "real, question* 
as he states in his letter is "...do these, and,r*lataa**type•• '
products, cone under' 1910.10017.•. iihe answer is yes., Ijfc is 
the individual ffiaployero* responsibility to. s$$s» ^ ■■msemaummit6^::;- ' , 
of his employees* asbestos arpoeura1 'resulting £ro» their - 
particular working procedures and aovircOTnsnfc. I~ 
toxic natu^..fi£: asbestos, prudsnm’..di«tfttiM''. that 
be "nade cbepllanc*' is- anticipated.

a,.-'* , 'i-r -•*'» " ' S' , ■ * . • '

David si. mam
Regional &d»i®±sfcr*t©t

- • sfa* j ’ *■■ ■ , fr:.[

cci - Stanley Elliot, Area.,______
John A. Reilly, „ ..
Fisher Scientific Company, 711'Forbesr'Ay* 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

.- ' m- *«-
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R3-TS STA 5.0 Asbestos
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