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IWASHINGTON — Headline-
seeking “alarmists” have ex-
agzrerated the danger of toxic
PCB on human “health, the
head of the Food and Drug Ad-
mnistration (FDA) said
Wednesday.

DA chief Charles C. Ed-
wards said puNu: aonﬁmon
over PCB, a 1 used in
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in the natural environment, he
said.

The only larze-scale poison-
ing of humans occured in
Japan in 1968, when a heat ex-
changer lesked PCB into rice
oil later consumed by people.
About 600 persons became ill
snd a few dicd. Some babics
later were born with de-
ceased birth weights and skin
which later

several manufacturing proc-
esses, stems largely from “a.
few alarmists. . .who have
‘been aided and abetted by un-
ba'anced reporting.”

At the same time, Edwards
conceded that the confusion is

m exposure o
PCB rm;m affect buman
besith,

STUDIES, he said, indicate
there are certaia safe teveis of
PCB in fish and eggs. But even
these jevels, be implied, are
subject to change with ad-
vancing knowledge about the
substance.

PCB is short for polychiori-
nated biphenyls, a family of
industrial chemicals used in
making plastics and adhe

sives, printing inks, el

and building materials, heat-
exchange mechapisms and
paper producu.

tatoed
traces of it to the feod.

The hivhly toxic substance
also is {uu:nd in trace amounts

faded.

FDA says the rice oil in that
case was contaminated at
very high PCB lsvels of
309 parts per million. In
comparison, Edwards says.
FDA’s safe contamination
level for fish is f've parts per
million.

PCB contamination of 2.
000 chickens and turkeys in
North Carclina, Minnesota and
New York prompted the gov-
ernment to seize the processed

:.renuhlc ln
‘l‘ l’)l""‘l
ha< rot found

it hus corducted.
The danger, Edwards ins-,
sists, has been averated and
docs pot warrant “national
bealth aterts” or

“crisis hcad-

FDA,™
“rejects the ~eed ard fensibil-
K havv mnnr,cd

For one thing, he said, Mnon-
amtn Co, the nation's furgest
FUl muker, has agreed to sell
the compounds lor non-fond
retated porpeses only.

The National Cash Register

Ce., he went on, s not using
PCB in its carbon paper, noe
is #t usirg carbonless carbon
paper which comains PCB in
making recvcled paper in
tended for food packaging.
And the T-DA ilself is steps
pinz up its surveillance of the
food industry — and insisting
the industry.police itsell more
stringently — to prevent PCB .
contamination of foods, he
said. P S
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