STATEMENT BY ENYIROMME!TAL PROTECTION AGENC' ADMINISTRATOR,
RUSSELL E. TRAIN, AT A PRESS CONFIRENCE ON PC3's, MONDAY,
DECEMBER 22, 1975 NASHINGTON D.C.

I am announqiﬁg_today an EPA actidn plan fo reduce, as rapidly
and effectively as we can, the serious thrgaé of polychlorinated biphenyls
(or PCB'§)'to human heq}fﬁ and the environment. Since their introduction
some 45 yeafs ago, PCB's have been used in-a varietyﬂéf commercial and
industrial products ;uch.as transformers, capaﬁifors, paints, inks,
~ paper p]astics,'adhesivgs, s2alants and hydraulic fluids. Becauge of
this wide use and because PC3's do not readily degrade, we find, today,
Ethat they are.widely'dispersed throughout the environment--in landfills,
soi]é. river and lake sedfments, in our afr aﬁd water and fﬁ\wildlife
and human tisﬁﬁe. of bartiéh]af éoncern, we are cufrentfy finding PCB
levels exceeding thé FDA limit of five parts per million in fish taken
from the Great Lakes; the upper Mississippi River, off the Southern

California coast Eﬂﬂﬂ“&ﬁ&mﬁﬁﬁ” ey

e=y in the Hudson River and other
waterways in New York Stgte. PQB s‘are known to'cause significant
_‘adverse effects in fjsh and aquatic life at thesc and lesser levels.
In additfon, they have been.found in 1aborétory tgéts to cause
fgproductiverfai]urés,-ggstric djsorders;-skin lesions and tumors in
mamma]s; Consequgﬁtfy.rwe believe that PCB's constitute a significant
hazard to human health and the environment ind must be immediately and

| effectively controlled with every means at dﬁr disposal.
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Because of th1s hazard and our f1nd1ng that the env1ronmental burden

k3

from PCB's is already too great and is growing, it is pla1n to me that

we must, as a soc1ety, accept and “work toward a‘goal of totally eliminating

the productlon importation and use of PCB s as rapidly as possible.

lFurthermore we must make every effort to assure that those PCB's now

in use do not enter tlre env1ronment At the same tlme, the publ1c

should be under no 1llus1ons as to the d1ff1qulty of deal1ng with this

problem We have absolutely no author1ty urder ex1st1ng law to stop

or’restr1ct uses of PCB s. Until the passage of Tox1c Substances Controi

leg1slat1on by ‘the Congress we mlst rely heav1ly on voluntary actions

- by 1ndustry. In any event. 1t will not be poss1ble to el1m1nate the use

of PCB's overn1ght Even 1f we could el1m1nate these uses immediately,
we would have to face the fact th t there are hundreds of millions of
pounds of PCB's out there in the ﬂnvironment--in landfills. soils and
the -bottoni sed1ments of rivers, lakes and estuarles-—whlch will be there fer
years l1ke a. delayed actlon t1me bomb and wh1ch we have no way to keep
from mov1ng 1nto llfe systems, ln«lud1ng htmans. H1th all that we can do,
it may take many years before we dre able ‘0 see a s1gn1f1cant decline
in the levels of PCB s in the envcronment Nevertheless we must begin
at once. Even though our author1t1es are 1nadequate we must do all chat
we_can. I am therefore tak1ng the follow1ng steps:

1. 1 am4d1rect1ng’our reglonal offices, in act1ve cooperation

wwth the states to 1mmed1ately establ1sh requ1rements to

virtually eliminate PCB' s from the process wastes of all

. ) . DS\N 324119
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f manufacturers of PCB s, and of capac1tors and transformers

that ut111ze ’CB s

I am ca111ng on the leadershlp of the manufacturers of

PCB's and the maJorrmanufacturers of transformers and capacitors

to develop safe and environmentally acceptable alternatives

- for PéB's as rapidly as possible. I am schedu]ing a meeting

in January withjrepresentatives of these manufacturers to
discuss and 1ayiont specific plans to achieve this end.

I am cai]ing on the presidents of major e]eetric utility
companies and other major users of ]argercapacftors and
transformers, sueh as rai]roads to assume'responsibility for

control]1ng the use and d1sposa1 of the1r PCB S. To th1s

~end, I am writting representat1ves of the companies and the1r

prlnc1pa]-1ndustr1a1 associations to meet with me in January
to discuss how this might be accomp1ished as rapidly and
effectively as possible. -

Iam proposing regulations to control the environmental damage

that results from spills of hazardous substances, including PCB's.

EPA will move as rapidly as possible to finalize these regulations

after a pub]ic'comment period.

- 1 am writing State Governors to ask them to.carefully examine

and apply their aythorities to deal with the PCB problem.

I am writing the heads of selected Federal agencies to ask them
to immediately inventory their uses of PCB's and PCB-containing
materials and to deve]op p1ans to assure adequate management

; DSW 324120
and safe disposal of these materials.
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"-7. In aodition to theselSteoS. Iﬁeh init%ating'ewnumber of other
ptograms to find way§ of eliminating the enyironment discharges
'from/other soﬁnces ot'Pééiérinoluding'paoer recyc]ing

| operat1ons the 1nvestment casting 1ndustry, and the disposa]
ﬂ.of e]ectr1ca] consumer products wh1ch contaln PCB' s.
rHith'regard to all of these actions, 1 wou]d again like to caution
| tnet they will not lead to 5 qu%ck‘and easy reduction of'the current
levels of PCB'srin our environment and particularly in the commercial
and sporto-fish takenrfrom those waters!most conteminated Hopefully,
the control of d1scharges w1]1 heln arrest the rap1d growth of the
-problem ' U1t1mate1y, however, on]y the elimination of PCB's will yield

a s1gn1f1cant and permanent solution.
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