- Februery 12, 193¢

Mr, A. Ee. mttﬂachg

P )
Dear Mr, Mittnachts

In sccordspee with the request in your letter of Jenuwry 31
that I follow through to a conclnsiion the cess wherein Prohibition Agents held
up a shipment of ETHYL Fluid snd took a sample from one of the. drums en route
via Cline truck to Thiladelphia on Jamiary 28, 1929, I give herewlith this ree
port on the investigation of the situstion, i ;

L

On Jemuary 28, 1920 wo forwerded to Fhiledelphia via the
He. G. Cline Trucking Compsny 15 drums of ETHYL Fluid consigned to the Guaker
Line west bound to the Assccisted 01l Company at avony Californis, In {rucks
ing this meterial 1o the steamer wherves 1t is necessary to ¢ross the nevy Cem-
den bridge connecting Cemden end Philsdelphis, On this bridge the truck driver
was stopped by the Fhilasdelphis police and guestioned regarding the contents
of his trucke “Although he displayed his copy of the Bill of Lsding describing
..the material mmd &t the same time made resscneble identificestion of both hime
self and the materisl, nevertheless he wes platced under srrest end tskem to
the Philedelphis 4th District Precinet and helds The driver immedistely got
in touch with Yr. Cline, who in turn telephboned me. I called the police cap~
tain at this Precinet end explained the situation 9 him, asking him te be
absolutely certain that no samples were withdrewn from the drums until the
agents vere entirely ewsre 0f the hazerds involved and were Iinstructed in the
prescribed method of sampling. I also referred him to Mri P, J. Lutz, Inspeetor
of the Bureeu of Explosives, who could identify the shipment end present the '
necessary eredentisls for its reléasse; I also mentioned the fueker Line, who:
would be in a position to do likewise.,  The police capteln assured me that
he wonld 4o everything possible to prevent sny sompling of the meterisl snd '
sz d that upon the informat ion thet I had furnished he would relesse the truck
at once wi thout having ssmples teken, He d4id lst the driver go. But on the
other hand, he mde no effort whatscever to prevent sampling of the meterinl by
the two Federal Prohibition hgents froa the Philadelphia cffice who were called
in, . , _

These two sgents upon arrivel at the Precinet requested a
rubber hose t¢ syphon the contents of one of the drums and were evidently going

to suck on the hose in order to obtain a suction but fortunately a hose was not
obtainables I shudder to think of the reasult if either one of these men hed
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swallowed any ZTHYL Fluid. Uneble to find a rubber hose they then secured a
small Coca Cola bottle, tied & cord around the neck, and dropped the bottle

into the drum through the bung opening. Upon £illing the bottle they removed

it from the drum, took hold of the bottle (while wet on the outside) with thelipy
bare hends and trensferred the contents into & larger bottle which they took
back to their lsbhoratery in the Federel idministration Offices. ' As mentioned
before, the driver was released (after heving witnessed the sbove procedure)

and permitted to go on his way to deliver his loed to. the Quaker Line Stesmship
company. The drum from which the semple was taken was in a very bad cendition,
the Fluid having been slopped over the side, and no effort wos mede to. ¢lesn

it wp, In handling this drum &t the pler thore was & good oppertunity for Fluid
eontaet b¥ the atevedo es, TFortunastely we were able to get. in toueh with the
tusker Line emd heve the drum set sside before freight hendlers could get in
contact with ite ¥e also sent our My, Armstrong up to the scene immedimtely.

e cleamd the drum mtirely with kerosene; shellsced over the stain, end rew
painted the ﬁmnn so that it wes in perfectly good condition before it wes ar- -
fered for loading on deck on the Gusker dine Steamers

Returning to the matter of the two agentis who took the smmple,
I interviewed these two men yesterdsy end s&pplemntmg ihe pmceaure mentioned
gbove, I find the i’ollowing Taots,. . _ , ,

Upon taking the sawple, one of the men meped the bottle
in a newspaper snd pubt it in his pocket and carried it down town to their A
laboratory, The chemist in cherge of the laboratory kunowing that the meterial
wes alleged to be ETHYL ‘?}.uid conteining Tetra Ethyl Iead mede no effort to
enalyze 1t on account of having no suitabls i‘aailiﬁies and poured the contexnts
down the sink, About this tims Mr. Iutz sppeared on tho scene and heppened to

be in the lsboratory when: they were going to throw the bottle in the waste~basket. -

This would have been snother potential source of a hazerd. Upon Mr, Lubz's ree-
quest they wrapped the battle up very carefully end destroyed 1% by throwing
it into the Delewars River.‘ One of the two sgeats, Mr, L. Logen, seld that he
did not reelize the poisonous properties of the materiel even though he had Tead
the warning sign on the drume. He sald that one of his hands was completely
steined red for a period of two days, end thet he did not taks any extra pre~
ceutions to wash 1t off mdiately.‘ The ather sgent, Yr, Fo Fo Greber; sald
that he elso "got wme ©f the red gtuff on the hends but thought nothing of 1t."
This is indeed a pretty mess snd I 'ﬁmnk that e, should teke immediste steps
to subject these o men to & medical axamina‘aian. Although they look: perfectly
hy | ! ot 8 T ‘any i1 ﬁffecta I do not think we should run the
chance of not havéng z‘heaa ‘exeminsds , , _

In fact I have alraady suggestsd to Colonel S, 0O, uynne. S
Prohibition sdministraton,. whom I interviewed yesterdey, that we have one of our
modical exeminers call aroumi to see his two men in the immediste fubure. He .
not emly was in accomd with ﬁhia iﬂea but said that if 1t was at all poasible ’
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he certainly would eppreciaste our doing thise In addition to telking to
Colonel Wynne himself, I also talked to Mr. T. Je« Butler, Chief of Alcohol
Divisionk Fhilsdslphia Districte I sxplained to these men the dengers |
involved in their men taking semples of ETHYL Fluid zromiscuously. They were
quéte interested in the case and will be very willing to co-operate with

us in the future, I am going to forwerd to them samples of our werning and
traede~merk labels end give them a deseription of our packege in order that

they may post this information in their office so that their agents can roadily
identify it; snd if it becomes necessary to teke a amaple, they will know the
necessery steps and ;sraaautions. , o o

I also expleined to these two gentlemen that Philadeiphia
would probably be our only artery for outbound ghipwents into the varioys
places in this country end thet since this condition is purely locel I did mot
believe it will be neeessary to teke steps with the TFederal Frohibition Adminise
tration in Weshington regerding the sampling of ETHYL Fluid at other points,

I ©ind that not only are the E?aderal ﬂgents stopping trucks

et random but that the Bureau of Police et Fhiladelphis sre taking a similer
‘)rocedure. Accordingly, I called upon Commissioner Wm. B. Mills, Superintendent
of the Buresu of Police in Fhiladelphia, end talked over the situation with him
where sgain I received very good co-operstion. In this connection>Superintendent
7i1lls has given me & letter which iz %o be cerried by the operatora of the motor
trucks for H. G. Glme when they are heuling ETHYL Fluid. The letter is eddressed
to all police eoza:mm&ing ofﬁeers of ‘”hilaaalphma endstates that 1L the driver
of any of these trieks in p&aaed under arrest or his vehicle detmined, that he
will ve permitied to imﬁiately cell the office of the auperinten&ent of Police.

before they interfere in any manner whatseever with the ccntentsof the truecks

I believe that with the co-operation menifested by both the-
Federal Frohibition sdministrator end Superintendent of Folice at Pniladelphia
we sehll have no further itrouble on this point.

In concluding this report I would appreeiata it very much if
you would convey to Colonel B, We Dumz, Chief Inspector of Buresu of Explosives
at 30 Veasey Street, New York City our thenks and sppreciation for the co-opera=
tion his department, thmugh N P. J. Lubz, has given us in this matter, If it
were not for Mr., lutz we probably eould not have mnde such s prompt end satise
factory conalusion of this af;tair W:H;h the euthorities in Fhiladelphiee That
part of the inwestisation. carried on by Mr. Iutz wes not done in the usuel
performsnce of his ragular duties involved in the I, C. C. regulations tut in
a spirit of eo-opemtion end as a humitarian t0 see that materials, such as

ETHYL Fluid, are to be hendled in only = prescribed fashion, end under no condi-
tions as promiscuously &s im illustrateti in the gbove, snd in order to protect
any persons who maey ¢ome in future ‘eontact with this meterisl.
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Referring to the msiter of having & medical exemination
made on the two sgents mentioned in the sbove, I would ppprecinte it if you
would sct upon this immediately and arrange with Dr. Kehoe to have one of his
men csll at the Barl Building, In Philasdelphia to give the necessary examination. .
Befors our mddieal examiner cells, however, he should arrange through corres-
pondence with Colonel Dunn as to the time that he may ¢ell in order that the
two men in question bs kep‘b in the office at that time,

I ém sending Dr. Kehoe 2 eopy of this‘letter for his information,

o
s .
GoFo kT

Youra very 'I;i'uly,

. < ;Iqhn He e

JHS:MAC - o R .
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