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TO: ALL CCM SALESMEN, DOMESTIC DISTRIBUTORS,
DIRECT CUSTOMERS & EXPORT DISTRIBUTORS.

SUBJECT: ASBESTOS & HEALTH

Please note the attached press release based on AIA/NA
material released in the U.S. earlier in the month.

Similar coverage is being provided in Canada by The Quebec
Asbestos Mining Association to zall leading Canadian
newspapers, trade journals and wire services.
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Tor Immediate Releasa

World Heal~h Organization rasor=ts:

Asbestos in environnmant

not public hnealth threat

NEW YORK -- "Recent findings that levels of asbastos dust in tha
environment do not endanger tha genseral public -- as reported by
. a World Health Organization agency -- confirm the position of the
asbastos industry,” says Matthew M. Swetenic, executive secretary
of the Asbestos Information Assoclation/North America.

The findings are contained in a report of the Advisaory
Comnittee on Asbesteos Cancers To the director of the International
Agency for Research on Cancer, a2 division of the Wi0. They are
conclusions o a specially seleztad panel of medical researchers
convened following the IARC con?eranca‘on the "Biologicel Effects

of Asbestos” held at Lyon, France, October 5-8, 1372. According

Y



©o Worli Health Crganization hoadguerters in Geneva, the full
c¢inzgs of the meeting will be published sometime this ycar.

Cemmenting cn the IARC rezort, ¥r. Swetonic calls it &

major contribution by distinguished researchers Irom all over the
werld, and the nost comprehensive presentation ¢f facts availedle

about the occupational hazards of asbestos and the reletionshnip
oI asbestos to the general public.
"Thae Lyon confearence," Mr. Swetonic adds, "was e&ttended by
120 participants frem 20 countries -- including Belgium, Canada,
Czechoslovekie, Lenmark, France, Vest Gefmany, Italy, Japan

South Africa, Switzerland, The United Xingdem, T“e United Sztates,
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.3.R. and Yugoslavia -~ and is representative oi world

izadical coinion.”

Acccerding to Mr. Swatonic, the major conclusions of the
IARC report can be summarized as follows:

- The populeation at large is not threatenad by asbestos
fibers in the atmosphere. Surveys in a nunber of
countries have shown that the concentration of asbestos
ALsT in the urban aTmcesprnare is about 10,000 times lLower
than the corcentraticn Xnown to be safe for ceccugational

exposad workars.

- Wnhile a direct relationship beiween inhelation of excessive

asbestos dust and certain diseases was co
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rmed, risks
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varied according to the type of fiber, the type of
occupation, and the extent of engineering controls

implemented in the workplace.



- IT is confirmad thet cigarette smoking greatly
incresases the risk of lung cancer acong men and women

expcsed to excessive asbestos dust in theair occupaticns.

The IARC report also recomnends that future research be

e

wiracTed &t understandin
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the mechanism cf diseess producticn,

ways to control diseasa and protect workaens from excessive dustT

levels, &t methods to determine the quantity of asbestes F

in The human lung and other tissues and &t the stardardizeticn

(S

. . .
of dieagnosTic criteria.

Mueh of the worlé-wide reszarch into asbestios-related disecase

is supportec and coordinated by the Institute of Occupatisnal

.
ana

Environmental Health, of Monzwreal

tha Institute'’s zozl is to support and ccordinate medical reszarnch
soscjects eround

the world aimed at identifying and eliminatin

ry

zshestcs~based healsih

risks not solely for Canazdian asbestos
producticn workers but for all worldwide fadricaters and userns

oi finished asbestos products.



