May 31, 1949

DP- A- S. Chamav, - - - :;* ¢
San Franclsco PalycTLnic Hbsp*tal, i} R
1535 Jaekson Qt?eet, o

San Francisco, California.

Dear Doctor Chalmovs

It has been reported to me by indlirect means through e of the
cll companies that a patient of yours, named &: is
doveloping or has de"eloved bl_ncrosuspfesumably due to optic
atro Yy , and nhaf this hasg heen attributed somewhat tentatively to
a‘ﬁﬂguﬁaULGLal exposure to lead in connection with the cleaning of
“cascliine storvage tanks. T am more than & 1ittle interested in this
zavier, sinege mg\aasociates and I in this Laboratory have been
10 uhB D”Oblﬁm assoc;aLed with the use and distribution of
d g I will glve you my general reactlon
to thig si uaELon, bup io Tvesanh vurposes, the nrimary mabier or
Lmnortanoe is that of determining vhether or not this man has had
n%L'wanL exposure to 16wﬁ compounas, and. whether at this time
3 any evidence of abnormal lead absorpticn. Inasmuch as there
11 matters at issue here, you may or may not wish
,Lnformauion concerning the case, but 1f you can
be very gﬁa(efulﬁ aand I should also be ydoased to
conment on the SWﬁuaticn or to gLv you any assistance that may be
30331019. unecifacally, 1f vou wish it, I should be glad to send
you conta;ners with insbwuctions for the callection of samples of
ulOOd and urine for aAalycic 50 as to determine wihether there l1s
any abﬁermality with reference to the absorption dE this time.

wlin reference to our experience, I should point out to you that the
lead exposure aSsociated vith the cleaning of gasoline storage tanks,
17 such ogcurs, 1s a matter of absorpticn of tetraethyl lead or its
organic deccmpos¢tion products. The clinical picture of such lead
avsorption is quite different from that assoclated with the absor =
tion of imorganic lead compounds, and I think you should know that
pez*pneral neuritia, inecluding lesions of the optlc nerve, has never
been seen in thils diqease. We have seen well over 100 cases of lead
poisoning of this type, and we have folloved the personmnel in the
manu4acturing and other activitles of this industry since 1926.
Polsoning is always expressed by acute irritation of the central
nervous s"stem, with mental disturbances as the only important
clinical pie¢ture. Chronlc lead poilscning of the ordinary variety
does not occeur, even under the conditions of prolonged exposure cof
low or moderate “everitv. Because of our experience I should regard
1t as most remarkaple if a lesion of this kind were tc develop on
such & background. I should also point out, that the lead exposure
assoclated W¢tn the cleanlng of gasol¢ne dorage tanks can be, and has
been, successfully avolded ©y the use of proper precautions.
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uowouslz; ..L rm act know of the preécise procedures followed by this
mamy b L I e privileged to doubt that his work was done in the
i OnS'e vaiouslz,r s this exprews* on of opinion
Iling to examine the facts without prejudice,

s had exposure, I should be ver*y happy ‘ac aid in
‘& fact.

Cordially yours,

rowert a. sehocey M. U,
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