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SUBJECT: Substitution of Other Rhodesian Chrysotile Asbeptos Fibres
and 0 & G Grades

In succordunce with your request, following is the situation
on the previous histary of substituting UVL und VRA fibres for C & G
fibres.

In the firat place, the C & G/3 and U « G/4, as we understand,
are not critical; and supplies of thess fibres are asmple for the United
Kingdoa and the United States. However, last fall we arranged to have
10 tonas each of VRA/3 und VRA/4 sent to the United States for '
experinental purposes. These fibres were evaluuted by Johns-lanville
Corporation, which is the chief user of these grades, outside of Keasbey &
duttison. They found that the £ibres wers taley and not equivalent to
the C « G grades and they would not use then .nder any oirocuastances.

Mr. Wuehleck, President of Keasbey & Mattison, stated thut they would
nave no use for the VRA/3 and VRA/4 graaes.

In the case of HVL/3 and HVL/3XX, Johus-Manville had previous
experience with these fibres and found that they are not suitable for
tneir use. Mr. Muehleck agreed that he could take 50 percent HVL/3 in
- place of C « G/3: however, he has no use whatscever for the HVL/3XX. ~

In the case of the VRA/2 and HVL/<, it would be important at
this time to investigate their sultadbility for Cal, if it were not
slready done. Last spring we arranged for a sumple of WYRA/2Z. Tnis
ibre wos vory cetefully evunined L7 Raybestos-Manhattan, Inc., which is
the principal user of the C & G/2 grede. They made very careful tests
of VRA/< aguinst C & G/2, and it was found that the shrinkage as
received, after crushing and after opening, wus consideradbly in excess
of C & G/2. The card shrinkage, as well as the core roving waste, was
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alaost double. The tensile strength of the yarn was about & percent
less. Tnis fibre might be used in an emergency as s sudstitute for

C & u/¢, but its value under any test, whether laboretory or productiom,
is decidedly less.

Last sumser we had ths Myﬁutos-llunhuh:, Inc., try to get
some JIVL/2 for test. To guote from a letter from Mr. Roarbach, Vios
President of Raybestos-dunhatien, Inc.s

=As I sentioned to you when at the meeting on Friday,
September 25, Turner & Newsll may produce some

HVL/2 froa the Haveloock Mine, which may be used in

part as a substitute for Chi §2. They were going to
experiment with this fibre and assess the value of

the grade, and -after the production of HVL/2 becomes
standardised, they will, no doubt, send us a sample

80 we can try it in our aill,
"Ye received this information from Mr. Shepherd, of
Turner & Newall, during the latter purt of August,

and on Septeabdber 21, received « letter from thea
stating thet supplies of HVL/2 ure "likely to coatinue,
for socme considerable time, to suffer froaz surface
contamination. We feel sure that you will not wish to
receive any maturial whioh is not up to proper standard
and. representative of .cemgintous supplies. We theretore
propove to leave the order on our books for completion-
as soon us the position ‘at our Mines makes this poseible.
This being so, the oonsignment will be invoiced at the
price ruling at date of shipament.

*Ne shalil, no doubt, receive additional information froa
Turner & Newall as the year progressea, and will keep
you advised as soon as we find out that this is a usable
fibre in our production.®

‘Until Turner & Newall sees fit to send these saaples, we cannot
have a test performed. If samples of HVL/2 are submitted, we will make
cerlalu hiat they are thoroughly tested by the users in this country.

It seems to us that the Eiglish woula like to force us to use
these pariicular grades, as they are not equivalent in value to the C & U
cAden. They clalm ¢hat these gradae are fully equivulent to C « Uj but

if they are, they are certainly very weioome to keep these other grades ana

we will be glad to take the C & G grades.

w. 7. Heloy
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