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< bestos fireproafing and Insulation would be pro-

Hum and mercury as well ay asbestos, also

‘Open-Air S praying of Asbestos Materials
TV OLJd Be Bannod by New [P A Standards

By 6 WALDL STAEEY FOURN AL Staf Reporter
' WASHINGTON -- Open-alr spraying of as-

Lx.

‘tiiblted under new alr-emission siandards pro-1h
posed by the Bnvironmental Protection

| gency.
The clehn-alr standasds, whien cover beryl-

" would:
~Require Industry to use {ilers to clean

_any gascs produced in the mining, milling and
manutactuting of asbestos-coniaining malcet-
‘als and to eltminate visible emiysions from cer.
tain sources related (o thefr operations,
v« Set beryllium-emission cellinga fov exirac
tion plants, machine shaps, loundrles, ceramic
| plants, propellant plants and Incinerators that
iare designed to dispose of texic aubstances.
These cellings would Hmit emisslons of the pol-
> sonous metal to & maximum of 10 grams per
24-hiour day, or to the point that beryldum con:

H
jerogram per cuble mieter of afr for 30 days.

.
!ykeep concentrations of beryllium In the sur.

cosls aren’t antlelpated for beryilium uvagers
but the mercury.cell chlor-alkali plants wil

products’ worth, The figure lor mines will be
2.5% to 3.6%. the agency estimated.

Slaughter, chief of tha EPA‘s hazardous pollu-
tants branch, said the agency has boen advised

by industry that the additionnl costs mean the
ead of mertury minlng in the U.S. However,

-] Utah, consials of twa large mines, with fewer

cenlralions wen't exceed an average 0.01 mi-

- Require vocket-motor test facliities to

aining of warkers won't be needed. Additional

ave 1o spend'front 0.5% 1o 0.9% of annual tatal

At a btlefing on the proposal, Dale M,

Mr. Blaughter argued that depressed mercury
prices, not environmentai costs, would be tlie
real cause af auch a developinent, At present,
the industry, lacated In Calitornia, Nevada and

than 200 workess allogether, plus 3¢ to 40 one-
man and (wo-man rmines. In 1969, when mer-
cury prices were triple current levels, 106 mer.
cury mlnes were operating, he noted.
The asbestos-apraying ban would bs tem-
pered by the provision thatl spraying may be
done indoors 'under conditions where the sir
that would be releeaed to the almosphere can
be cleaned.!”
Berylllum users alse would have the cholee
of complytng with the 24-heur-day maximum or

' vounding almosphere within a celling of 75 mi-
,crogram minutes per cuble metor of &ir accu- t
mulated during any two consecutive weeks. (A
snilerogram minite (s dertved by dividing the
iweight of tha matertal collected by the flow
‘vate expressed in cublc meters of ale per min
titte.) The rule provides that the sampling mus
1he .done In not less thaa 10 minutes and not
“wore than 60 minutes. An BPA officlal ex-

plothed that the agency would require. m tiet-
.work of sampiing devices set o collect for
varying peclods of time within this range.

i --Requirs mercury-cell chior-ulksil plants,
Iwhich produee chlortre and sikali caustic, and
primary mergury mines to] Hmit emiaslons to a

| maximuns of five pounds of meroury over s
)
1

Y4-hovir period,

The inhalation of ashestes (lbers has been|,

tinlted [0 a nunbier of human diseaaes includ

g aranchial eancer. Beryllum in high <one

ventrintions enn canse proumoniaslike diserses,

while aeteury poiaonh;g disablen the nervous

syetens,
" Costs 8l Compllunce Aasessed

he celling average over a 30-day period
Approximately 300 machine shops, ceramics

planty, propellant plants, extraction piants and
foundries could calse berylllum emisalons, But
;I becauge tha Hght melal’s extrere toxicity long
hay heen recognized, “'the major portion of the

industry already has the emisslon controis
needed to comply with the proposed stan-
dards,' the agenoy said. For this reason, and
bacause berylilum trapped in alr tiltration de-
vices has reprocessing value, it sakd the sfan.
dards “are expected to have little Impact on
the industry.”
The EPA aaid it will announce puiic hear-
inga on the propisals within 30 days and aiso is
altowing 80 days for written comments, i
geacy Looks to Furthar Limitations

Earlier thiz year, the BPA made final the
maximum atmoapherde lovels of slx major pol:
tutants, Includdivg pactientntos suiphue dloxide
and carboin munoxide, that wilt be permilicd
under {ederai-state controt plans due to take ef-

fect {n mid-1978,
In addition, the sgency la authorized by the

The greatost economie fmpact from the pro-

. pused standards would be telt by Ute nine as-
jestos millls processing domestlc eres. The
{EPA estimated that thelr cost of complying
il eamgre up to 6,79 of the average 1669 mells
iy price of n ton of domesticaily produced as.

P hestos, Phe averngo figure for ail the mills,
'Im\\m ok, enly would amount to 0.0%, the

;‘ag.vnc\ said.
i Proneers of asbestes products, including
, tloor tile, reinforced friction materlals, paper
atd destbles, fnve an "annualized cost” equal ta
ll %, of the “oulput product value,” according
;« e BPA, This would veault in an average
Tprwtiet pekee increase of 8.4%, with the most
sEonteu being 3.65% for asbestos paper prod-

_lmh the ageney sald.

The ben on sprayed agbestos would affect

oty ghot 0.9% of annuyal domestlc consump

Clean Alr Act of 1070 to eslablish apssifle
sourca emission limits for toxic substances,
The proposals announced Fridey represent the
tirst response to thls mandate. But the agency
now {4 looking tito the pogsible need for simi.
tar emlesion Umits on alr-borne cadmium, van.
adium, mabganese Bnd arsenle, Dr. ‘Vaun A,
Newell, EPA heaith eltects director, told the

brieting.
One major source of alr-borne asbestos, ma-
tor-vohicle breke Ynings, lsn't covered by the

proposod standerds. Howevar, control of brake
emissions Iy “‘belng assessed,” EPA officiale

#ald.

Sources of mercury In the afr alae not cov.
ered by the proposed standards are fosafl fuels,
notably coal, Dr. Newell axplalned thab be.

cavse high stacka and even higher-rising
amoke plumes distribute emisalons from such

sources quite widely, the EPA tenurl thare's

Gen The El"k 9al@ that Increpnsed cosig for

{rubtitute materiafs wilit range up to 106%, but
the aer spraging equipment znd extenaive re- “¥itle chance’ of them exceedlng the ceilings.
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