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Job-Safety Unit Sets
Tough Rules for ’76
On Plunts’ Asbestos

RpaWatt, RTRaRY Jotaual,. Miag Reparter
WASHINGTON — The Occupationa) hafely
and Health Administration announced tough
new curbs on asbestos in plants, but gave em-
ployers tour years to comply.,
The new standard wil! I'mit concentistions
of sabestos in the work place to two fiders
per cubie centimeter of sir bepinning July 1
1976, the sgency administering the new Fe¢:
eral Job Safety Law sald.

main five fibers per cubic centtmeter. That
wus the ““emergency’” standard imposed by the
ze&g:sl December under pressure from the
The inhalation of zsbestos has been linked
10 & number of human diseases.
The standards for asbestoy repiesent A
time-weighted average over eight hours, Rut,
starting July 7, 1972, asbestos concentrations
aren’t to exceed 10 fibets per cubic centimeter
of air at any tune during the eight-hour penod.
The .emergcncy standard currently in effect
hasn't any such upper limil—only the average
of five fiders,
Government sources aald the four-year
delsy in etfect:ng the new standard was o per-
mit empioyers Lo deaygn sysiems 1o control aa-
bestos. Imposing the new limita more rapdly
would have encouraged empioyers to comply
by simply rolating workers dunng an eight.
hour work turn or providing protective breath-
ing devices, government experts beheved.
, The Environmental Protection Agency last
i December banned open-air spraying of asbes.
tns fireprooling and insuiation snd required in. |
| dustry o use hiters 10 clean any gases pro-
,duced in the mining, milling and manutactur-
tnz of materials contaiming asbestos,
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Untfi 1976, the asbestos standard will re-|.

Perilous Particles

. don’t use them, What the hell.”

‘I'iny Asbestos Fibers
Pose a Health Threat
'To Workers and Public

’

Long - Exposure Can Result
. In Lung Disease, Cancer;
Industry Secks Solutions

“The Bodies Are in the S‘treet'

By BARRY NEWMAN
L 1Y 4 erno[meusva!nJouAuAL

NEW YORK—At Joseph Manno's gas ata-
ton on the fringe of Manhattan's Spanish Har-
Jem. the proven method of cleaming an old
brake assembly poes lke thus: Pwll off the
wheel, sam an air hose at the exposed parts
and blow the dust out.

A cloud of brown dust invarisbly flies right
into the mechanius’ faces, says Mr. Marino.
But it doesn’t bother them. *We got masks and
everything,” Mr. Marino shrugs, *“The guys

What the mechanics don't seem to know—
ilke thousands of other mecharuca—is that the
brown dust is dangerous. Brake lininga are
made of asbestos. And i 8 mechanic breathes
in enough dust from the worn-out laings it
could eventually kill him.

The lethal quality of tny, indestructible as.
bestos fibers that lodge in the hung s well
Xnown. Widely publiGized studies by Dr. irving
Selikoff of the Mount Sinai School of Medicine
lesd him to predict that of the roughly 250.000
asbestos industry workers today, about 93,000
will die unnecessarily of occupational cancer.
*In the next 10 Lo 13 years we will enter the as-
bestos cancer era,” says Dr. Seilkoff. **This
is one of the great disasters of our time.”
Jlazards for Others, Too

Phe asbestos tndustry is well aware of the
problem and is taking action to combat it,
though critics say the steps aren’'t s drastic 83
the situation demands. But asbestos industry
workers aren't the only ones who mizht fall
prey 0 the lung cancers and other discases
caured by the minersi's irritauing fibers. it's
Jikely that millions of workers In other indus.
tries using asbestos fibers could be sfiected. 3s
well a3 ordinary people whe have come into
contact with asbestos in the atmospherc.

Perhaps the most tranc fact 13 that for
thase who have already been suthcientlv ex-
posed, changes in procedures and standards of
asbeaios Use—includicg 3 new 2ot snnounred
yeslerday by the Department of Labor—are
‘meaniogicas. 1t takes 88 many as U years
afier tne first exposure for asbestos-related di-
seases to surface. Controls instituted now will
tndeed have an elfect. but not for decades

Harry Balley-ls one tuan who an't likely to
find much solace in the new slaodards. Mr.
Balley lsn't an asbestos worket. He's & brick:
ayer in a Mobil Oil Corp. yefinery Aloneside
the Delawsre River in Paulsboro. N.J. He has
been working at the plant for 33 ycars, and
every yesr he has gone to the company medi
cal department for a chest N-ray.

*““They never said there was any tung wrorg
with me,” ssys Si-vearold Mr. Hailey, ana In
deed he bas thus far developed no outward
symplems. But a few rmenths ago he and 1a
other workers (rom the relinery ent 10 Mount
Sinal for an eaamination, and every one of
them pruved 10 have scarred iunga—3 SiTn of
asbeatunas. & nonnualipasnt jlung duexse
tMobll has refused to telesse hue medica! Tver
ords o the New Yors doclors, Mr. Balry saye

The company declines to comment on e mat-
ter.t




