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B e a r  M an fr ed :

I h ave n ot ign o r ed  y ou r  le t t e r s  an d  e n c lo su r e s on  th e sit u a t io n  in  A u st r a l ia , 
bu t  I’ve  b een  too p r e o ccu p ie d  o t h e r w ise  to p a r t ic ipa t e  in  th e co r r e sp o n d e n ce .

Th e ac t io n  tak en  by  th e A u st r a l ia n  F e d e r a t io n  o f O rgan izat io n s of th e Blin d  
i s ,  I. th in k , qu ite u n r e a l ist ic , fo r  a  n u m b er  c f r ea so n s. Th e p o sit io n  w ith  
r e sp e c t  to p a in t s 13 '.veil known  to y o u r se l f  an d  has been  w e ll e x p r e sse d  in  
the . ocoad  p a r agr ap h  of Le o n ar d  G r een b u r g's la t t e r,  Th e o th e r  i ssu e s ,  an d 
e sp e c ia l ly  th e e t io lo g ic  an d  c l in ic a l  a sp e c t s o f opt ic  n e u r it is h ave been  
d isc u sse d  sa t is fa c t o r i l y ,  fr o m  m y v iew po in t , by  y our  o th er  co r r e sp o n d e n t s.

On th e o th e r  h an d, on e h as to look  a t  t h is m a t t e r  on  th e p e c u l ia r  b ack grou n d  
of A u st r a l ian  {sp e c i f ic a l ly  Q u een slan d ) e xp e r ie n ce . In view  o f th e p u b lica t io n s 
of G ib son , an d  th e co n t r o v e r sy  o v e r  th e r e la t io n sh ip  betw een  le ad  p o ison in g 
c. id  ch r on ic  n ep h r it is w h ich  h as p r od u ced  a  m on ogr ap h  (Ch ron ic N ep h r it is an d 
Le ad  P o iso n in g ,by L . J.  Ja r v i s  Nye) an d  a  co n t r o v er sy  w h ich  h as been  r e v ie v  ed 
r e p e a t e d ly  an d given  r i se  to a t  l e a s t  tw o e lab o r a t e r e p o r t s in  th e A u st r a l ian  
M ed ica l Jo u r n a l , i t  is n ot  su r p r isin g  t h at  t h is coun t r y  an d  m an y  o f i t s p eop le  
a r e  h igh ly  se n si t iz e d  to th e h az a r d s o f le a d  ab so r pt io n . I h ave been  in  tou ch  
w ith  a  n u m b er  o f t h e ir  m e d ica l p eo p le , in clu d in g N ye ,fo r  a  good  m an y  y e a r s ,  
an d  on th e b ack grou n d  o f th e le g isla t io n  p r o m u lgat ed  h i Q u een slan d , t h is p r o p o sa l  
d oes not st r ik e  m s a s su r p r isin g  at  a l l .  7/Iiat  d o es su r p r ise  m e is th at  M r . T ay lo r  
i s  n ot  aw ar e  c f th e b ack gr ou n d  w h ich  h as m ad e  t h is a  n ot  a lt o ge t h e r  u n exp ected  
d eve lop m en t . .

I m ay  say  th at  it  is qu ite  u n lik e ly , a t  l e a s t  in  m y th in k in g, th at  t i l ls p r o p o sa l  o f 
die O r gan izat ion  w il l  be ac t e d  upon  fav o r ab ly  by the A u st r a l ia n  G overn m en t .
Th e M ed ica l A sso c ia t io n , I sh ou ld  th in k , w ou ld  be con su lted  fo r  i t s r e ac t io n , 
an d  it  w ou ld  be m o st  su r p r is in g  tc m e i f  so m e  o f the w ell in fo r m ed  an d  se n sib le  
p eop le  in  A u st r a l ian  m e d ic a l  c i r c le s w e r e  n ot  to  poin t  ou t  th e sam e  th in gs th at  
h ave  b een  sa id  in  y ou r  co r r e sp o n d e n ce . T h is p r o p o sal , i t  w ou ld  se e m ,st e m s 
fr o m  a  lay  gr o u p , im p r e sse d  b y  c e r t a in  th in gs in  the p a st  h ist o r y  o f th e a r e a  
(w h ich  th ey  h ave m isin t e r p r e t e d ) an d  m o t iv a ted  by a s in c e r e  bu t  m isd ir e c t e d  
sy m p ath y  fo r  t h o se  a ff l ic t e d  w ith  t h is d r e ad fu l  h a nd ic a p .'
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I  sh a l l  b e  in t e r e st e d  in  w h at m ay  co m e  o f t h is, an d i f i t  sh ou ld  be in d icated  
by  an y  in fo r m at io n  w h ich  you  r e c e iv e , I m igh t  t ak e  a  h an d in  i t  th rou gh  
co r r e sp o n d e n ce  w ith  so m e  o f th e p eop le  who m igh t , if  n e c e ssa r y , do som eth in g 
ab ou t  i t . I h ave  h ad  so m e  con t in u in g a sso c ia t io n  w ith  se v e r a l  fa i r l y  in flu en t ia l 
m e d ic a l  m en  in  A u st r a l ia , th rough  w h ich  I  cou ld  ob tain  in fo r m at ion  an d  r a i se  
ce r t a in  q u est ion s o f fa c t  an d  op in ion . T h is m ay  n ot b e  n e c e ssa r y , an d  i f  i t  i s  
n ot , i t  is b e t t e r  le ft  t o  th e A u st r a l ia n s.
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Sin c e r e ly  y o u r s,

R o b e r t  À . Keh oe, M . D.
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