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LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION
60 SAST 41NB STRKCT 

N*«V YORK 17, M. T,

October 1957

SUBJECT* PROGRESS RHP3RT
JANUASr 1 to SEPTEI3ZR }6, 1957

To Mcobors of the Lead Iwiustries Association*

Wo are attaching a copy of a report of Association progress 

B&do by the Secretory^-Treasuror to the Board of Directors at a nesting 

on Soptonbor 26, 1957#

Tho Board felt that this roport was o' sufficient interest 

so that it should be circulated to the entire number* ip of the Associa­

tion.

Wo always velcooe the cocnents and suggostlcns of oeobers 

dealing with the Association!* activities#

Tory truly yours*

({r?.r --------

Secratary~Trjs*rorer*
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Both the promotional and research proprana of the Lead Industries 
Association this year are proceeding on schedule as approved*

Several research projects of lntorest have been Initiated In addi­
tion to those research projects of long standing which are directly con­
nected with Association promotional program. The Technical Steering 
Coaoitteo has be on active and valuable in initiating research program 
and evaluating others.

Of prim importance is a contract enterod into with Battells 
Memorial Institute, on recomendation of the Technical Steering Cocmlttee, 
for "Evaluation of Research Heeds and Formulation of a Research Frograa 
for the Lead Industries Association," at a cost of $20,000. The actual 
work on this survey was started around the ond of May and a find report 
la expected in November cr December. Battalia has kept in close touch 
with theAssociation offices through froquost visits and has issued brief 
monthly progress reports which have been circulated to the Technical Steer­
ing Comittee. A meting at Battells of tho Technical Steering Comittee 
is' tentatively being arranged for the latter part of October to discuss, la 
a preliminary way, Battolle’a findings so fa*.

Through the Cable Sheathing Task Group of tho Technical Steering 
Committee, the John Robert®n Co., fading Ancricm oaufacturer of lead 
extrusion presses, is undertaking a research program, at Its own expense, 
on tlie continuous extrusion of the lead alloys commonly used for cable 
sheathing. Am experimental press is now under construction aid it appears 
that this press coy bo ready for experimental work is anotbor couple of 
months.

A large part of the manuscript for t » Monograph on Lead, to be pub­
lished by the An-rican Chemical Society, i« now in our hands and a recont 
check indicates that ouch of t}« balance is either in preparation or 
already proparad and awaiting final qpproval. As it was found that bo o s  

out-of-pocket expanse would be necessary to complete the manuscript in 
the most authoritative manner, the Industry Development Comittee has been 
asked to approve an expenditure of up to t>3,000 ibr payment of aithors of 
certain parts and editorial assistance, with the expectation that most 
If not all of this money, will be recovorcd through rqyaltlos on the eel* 
of the book after publication.

A Joint research project with the Navy on a red lead ship bottom 
paint, devolopod and tested by tho Rod Load Technical Committee, has been 
completed after throo years. Tho results’ wero favorable to the new red 
lead paint in that tho perforaineo oquolled a coro expensive and difficult 
to manufacture Navy paint containing no red load* This test should be 
good ammunition for further promotion in tho shipping and ship building 
industries. In this connection it is lntorosting to note that wo re­
cently roeolvod a lottor froo ti® Now lork Shipbuilding Co. at Caoden, N, Jt, 
stating that thay wero shifting over from tine chromate to rod lead paints 
and asking for guidance on tho safe handling of our projoct.
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Othor testa conducted by the Rod Lead Technical Committee havo 
developed a rod load-line dust paint wldch givos meritorious service oa 
galvanised surfacos and conbinoa tho advantages of tino oust for painting 
now galvanised surfaco* "lth tho mat inhibition of rod load should tha 
eurfaco be cone inpairod or should it bo partly rusted when pdL ntod#

Cur Ceramics Technical Commlttoe haa awarded three graduato 
rosoarch followshipa at $2,500 oach. Ono la on the use of load in coramlo 
bodies in which tha ceramic industry haa already shown interest, the work 
boing done at tho Rutgers School of Caraoics. Anothur, in which the coramie 
Industry is already showl/g interest, is on low firing load-bearing porcelain 
onamols which raa assigned to tho Univarsity of Illinois# The third is on 
lead glazes on sowar pipe and s® itary ware, assigned to Ohio State University# 
In this latter case a new trend is developing towards the use of coramlo 
glasos on clay sewer pipe and so far tho industry is using a varloty of glasos, 
a one containing ra much as 20 to 30 per cent lead and somo containing ns 
load at all# Recont contacts with tho ceramic lndustrios b*vw suggested 
othor areas of research which may provo bonofieial#

In the ceramic program this yoar, In addition to reaoorch, wo 
completed distribution of the tochnieal handbook, "Load in the Ceramic la- 
duatries," havo boon running monthly advertisements in "Ceramic Industry* 
and "America Ceramic Society Bullotln," a supplement to "Load in the Caraalo 
lndustrios" is in the hands of tho printers, with two additional supplements 
being considered by our ooraaittoo, and nine permanent exhibits are under con­
struction to bo donated to loading collogoa teaching coramica#

Tho Ceramics Technical Coanittoo Is mooting tomorrow to outline a 
1958 program*

In our rod lead worlc wo havo run six monthly advertisements in 
"Erglnuorlng News-Record" from April through Roptenbor# Red Lead Tochrlcal 
Letter No. 12, dealing with painting of highway structures, was distributed 
to 11,000 pooplo and a promotional brochure along the same line is under pre­
paration, The Red Lead Technical Committoo mot last week and laid out a 
rocc-mmonded program for 1953.

In our metallic load products work wo have exhibited this yoar at 
tho National Borne Show, sponsored ty tho National Association of Homo Builders, 
and at tho annual convontion of tha National Association of Plumbing Controo- 
tors, end will have oa exhibit at tho National Chemicd Exposition in 
Docombjr.

Our text book for plumber*8 apprentices continues to tell heavily 
with some 600 or 700 copies sold this year to date so that w« havo Just about 
rocoverod our entire cost of this project over tha four yoara since tho book 
was preparod. Also in connection with apprentice training, 16% Borclna was 
Judgo at tho International Plumbers Apprentice Contest and Ur# Totman conduc­
ted a courso for Instructors on lead work# Vo awarded priios to tbo thrss 
best apprentice load workers#
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Wo havo contrnctod for two four-pago catalogs, ono on plumbing 
snd one on roofing end flashing, to appear In tho 1958 edition of Swoota 
Catalog, Tho third in our series of Load Building Construction Bulletin* 
will be published beforo the ond of the year and we Issued a now leaflet on 
lead flashing for tlu small homo#

The Soldor Comittoo has virtually completed its work on the 
Soldering Handbook, to bo published ay the American Welding Society prob­
ably SMaetino In 1958*

Tho chapter on lead for tho American Chemical Society Monograph 
on Corrosion Is being revisod by Cr, fullorkey ond to also prepared tho 
annua1, roriow on lead for 'Industrial & Engineoring Chemistry* and an ar- 
tlclo on tho uso of load In tho oil refining Industry for 0Potroleum Refiner#*

o

o

In radiation snlolding fiold, sccrot "Q" clearance was ob­
tained on Kr. Mullorkcy and ho has visited a number of atomic Installations, 
Including Oak Ridgo, He has gathered material which has bean helpful for 
publicity purposes#

no h&vo also boon asked for suggestions for a chairman and me mb ors 
of an ASTil conmittoo to work on specifications for lead radiation shielding 
and havo coop.rr.tcd with several governmental ana prlvato agondos, such as 
toe right Air Development Center and Lockheed Aircraft, who are undertaking 
research programs on load as a shielding matarisl#

As timo goes on our health snd safety work more and more demon­
strates its value in protecting our markets and avoiding govcnnuntal regu­
lations onerous to our industry. Much of it has involved research#

Right now tho Am rlcan Water Works Association is considering a 
revision of its specification for the painting of Interiors of water tanks 
which has traditionally sp.cified red load p-.int, Tha public hoclth sorvies 
has questioned tho safoty of this practice but tho research work wo havo dcrc 
ever the past seven years through the Uossr.chusctts Deportment of Occupational 
ft’glono shculd be invaluable in proving that rod load paints offer no toxio 
haxard, thus pro tooting this specification#

Tho Aa.ricar. Standards Association subcommittee on lead, of which 
Mr. Bowdltch is chairman, was instrumental in a rovision of the American Con­
ference of Governmental Industrial jygionlsts* safo allowable limit for lacd 
in tho air which incroasod tho limit from 1.5 to 2.0 milligrams per 10 cublo 
motors, or 33-1/3 Per cont. Tho ASA subessnittoo is now working on posslbla 
further lncroasos for cortain inorganic loud compounds.

Kith tho publication of thro* reports the study of childhood pluab- 
ltm, financed by AIA at Johns Hbpklns Hospital, coma to a doss and our wort 
at tha childron*s Medical Cantor at Boston continueo but at grofttly roducod 
cost#
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Q*r publication ■ Load" Is now being published on a quarterly basis 
and circulated to nearly 50,000 users and prospoctlro usors of lead. Tha value 
of tho lnquirios rocoivod from this publication lndlcato that an lncroaae In 
Its distribution nay wull bo warranted.

L’ary other things night be mentioned such as our statistical sorvlco, 
publicity work and handling of technical and other typos of lnquirios, which 
aro all oxtrcmoly lnportant but which aro routine operations of tha Associa­
tion*

With roforcnco to tho flnancos of tho Association, you will ro- 
ccivo a quarterly statement as of October 1 so I ion*t go into detail now. 
Wo ostlnato that at tho year-end all funds will hare boon operated this 
year approximately as approved with the excoptlon of the Ceramic Fund which 
may show a deficit of (1,000 to $2,000 becauso of an undorostlmate in tho 
cost of producing the book on ceramics. Reserves at tho beginning of 1957 
and estimated roservos at the y^ar-ond are ao follows|

Ordinary Fund 

Bsalth and Safety 

iiotalllc Load Pro diet* 

Figments & Chemicals 

Ceramics

Radiation Shielding 

Industry Development 

tension

Jan. 1, 1?57 Estimated Jan. 1, 1958 

*19,000 *1*9,000

27,000 26,000

23,000 18,000

i*,000 1,000

-2,000

16,000 18,000

91.000 98,000

21.0,000 211,000

Respectfully submitted.

Secrotary-Troasuror,

Total


