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PDF/A-3 - embed files into a PDF document
Part 1 of the PDF/A standard was created in 2005 to establish a universal standard for archiving 
documents. This ensures documents retain their original format even when viewed many years 
down the line. That’s necessary for many industries, particularly those under legal requirements

to make documents available far into the future.
Along came PDF/A-2

PDF/A-2, which was released in 2011, adopted new implementations based on ISO standard 
32000-1 instead of Adobe PDF. It also made use of newer versions and PDF updates. Core 
additions of PDF/A-2 included JPEG compression, transparency, and the ability to embed

PDF/A files.
Now, meet PDF/A-3

In 2012, PDF/A-3 was released, adding a single yet noteworthy feature: it allows users to
embed any file - not just...
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