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FOREWORD

Probably no other source of energy ‘which has been harnessed and brought
within the range of control by man portends so much good or harm as does atomic
energy. To industry it appears to offer potentialities for research and practical
application on a seale never before available, while to medicine it holds out ap-
portunities for both research and therapeutic application which may have far
reaching benefits on individual and public health. ' '

No other material or process has such inherent dangers in its use. That these
health hazards can be controlled, has been clearly indicated by the Manhattan Dis-
trict Project. It has been shown that contral, however, is costly. In competitive
industry, the ever-pyésen't importance of reducing costs cannot be considered in the
control of this process. It remains for the industrial physician and hygiene engi-
neer 10 make this clear to thefr managements, o :

The use of atomic enezgy in medicine likewise poses a most serious problem.
One has only to consider the very high incidence of leukemia among radiologists
to realize that even more training and control procedures are vitally necessary to
prevent radioactive isotopes from being an instrument of destruction among the
profession.

.The 1llinois State Department of Public Health is ready to assist industry, the
medica] profession and others in the vitally necessary monitoring procedure which
must be of signal importance if radioactive materials and atomic encrgy are to be

safely utilized.

Roland R. Cross, M.D., Director
linois State Department of Health
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

One of the most insidious types of poisoning may develop from daily exposure to the radiations emanating from
radioactive materials. The fact that these very hasardous materials can be safely utilized has been well demonstrated by

- ‘the various Atomic Energy Commission laboratories, such as the Argonne Laboratory in Chicago. However, their safe

use demands the constant monitoring procedures utilized on these projects.

Radioactive isotopes are being contemplated or are being used in industrial and medical research and control.
Advice and counsel on the necessary precsutions to protect persannel ia one of the services available from this Division.
The Division is equipped with various radiation meters and other equipment to perform the necessary tests. As in the
case of our other services, this service is rendercd at no cost. INQUIRE ABOUT HEALTH PRECAUTIONS BEFORE
LTILZING RADIOACTIVE ISOTOPES. .

1947 TOXIC LIMITS

The following maximum allowable concentration values for continuous 8 hr. exposure were a part of the p&liminary
report submitted by the Committes on Threshold Limits of the American Conference of Governmental Industial Hygienists

at the 1947 meeting. THESE VALUES ARE TO BE REVISED ANNUALLY IN LIGHT.OF NEW INFORMATION.
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