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MASTROTANN & FORMAROU, ING.
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS

L. B, Wilson, Jr.

Safety and Protection Suporvisar
Textile Pibers Dopartment
Chestnut Run Administration
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This letter ccncerns w2y visit to the Chdatnut Run Laboratories oo
3/T/T2. At this time s reviev wes made of typical gperations whers
asbestog<containing uaterials are handled. The arens observed werc:

.1} Elaztomers Lab. - handling of lsose fibers

2} Textile Research Lab, s Oporaticns « cutting of asbestos paper
an “elicker™

3) Contral ;mintenance - cutting of asbestos insulation

mws Lab,

A Asbostou is transferred from o £iber pack drum to & Segallon container.
The work is performed in o cancpy hood enclosed on three sides. Bome dust
uzmtodbutmhoodami.ncmtrming it. The frequency of this

of bandling, A MIA Dustfoc T7 respirator vas warn by the perscn working
with the asbestos.

Jextile Research Lad,, Operations

A "alicker” or shearing machins 1 used to cut one-sixteenth inch
thick asbestos peper. ‘Thia cperation is done two or three timog per yoar
and requires about 15-30 winutes, Hadling of this mnterial creatad ouly
a ninimal amount of duss. )

Cantral Maintenance

Maronite insulation, menufacturod by Jolng-sanvilic, wvag cut on 2
band saw, Estimated time spent sutting asbestos was about fiftecn mingtes
Per week. An additicnal fifteen minutes is required to cleamp the ares.
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In reviewing this entire operation with the precautions now takon ’
I don't think that thaye is an asbegtos SXposure problem, fowever, I
believe that a foy changes could furthsr improve the situation, Scme
doints to congidar are;

1) Baturs to using the butlding exhaust. e froquency of cutting
agbastos does not pose an enviramental hazard, The vacuum

2) If item (1) 1s not acceptable, then consider placing a eloty
Or pEper filter similar to thoge used in vacuum cleaners at
the

3) Dprove the suclogure around the blade in the gection Lmedintcly
below the table, But do 80, only if the cperatiom of the sav
i3 not affacted, '

4) It would be advisable to have airbarne concentrations of asbestoy
fiders detarmined when thers are changes in establighed operating

I3 summary, T den't feel that the pregsent exposuro to aghestos is o
prodlenm at the Chestmut Rm Locatian. At the first two locations menticned,
thare vaas littls o no dust gemerated and the length of exposure was very
brief, The Central Mainterance work generates dust but exposure time ig
shart, Also, the Fospiratary protectian providsd the workers meets the

et, .
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