August 18, 1945

Mr. . E. DroOwn,

Drodugts Control Department,
International Milling Ccmpany .,
Minneapclis 1, kinn.

I shall not make any effort to reply in detall to your lebter
of August 13, but rather will make clear one point which it is
necessary for you to take into accoanb before making any use of
IT% In your mills and warehouses. After you have given consi-
Agretion o ihis point you may want Llrther information, and if
ou do, we shall be very glad to give 1t as well as we can. You
may have other qu Sb_CnS vhich we shall make an effort to ansver.

IDT iz & poisonous material which is somewhat hezardous to use
in establishments devoted to the production of food for animals
and men. “he acturl amounts which can be mixed with focd
materigls with safety has not b»en fully determined, but 1s wvell
on the way to being esteblished with reasonable assursnce. How-
ever, the compound ZLtself is a Whibe powder, and If 1f vere

employed in your mills as & mesns of keenin" dewn insects, you
would always have the problem of the possible contemination oi
2d materials to some extent, &nd there mlght be serious accl-

heccordingly 1f 1t were to be used as a povder t would

. According if 1 & e use s powder, 1t wou

em tLc me necessary, or at least advisable, to mix with 1t some
meterial that would glve 1t a distingulshing color.
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I am sure that you will agree with me that there should never be
any questicn in the mind of the public and public health orficilals
ccncerning the purity of such an important item of food as ilour
and tread stuffs in genersl. Conscquently i am quite sure that
you would not want to make use of any dangerous material, except
under the safest conditions. DDT is not as dangerous as some
other materiasls that ni ght te used, for the reason that it is
absorbed somewhat slovly 1in the alimentary tract. DNevertheless,
I am quite certain that you would not want to run any risk of
contaminating your product with any detectable amount of this
compound . Some sultable means would have to be set up whereby
you could be‘assured against any such possibility. If I can be
of any help to you in decilding vnetner or how this could be uone,
I should be blu& to do so.
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Very truly yours,

nobert A. Rehoe, M. D.
Director
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