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FDA Proposes Lead Ban
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Consumer Research Program Underway
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Industry Leaders Object to .06% Lead
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Legislation: State Alert
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Legislation: State Alert
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More on Lead
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sod and Drug Administration Publishes Regulation
reducing Maximum Permissible Lead Content in Paints
To 0.5"¢ by December 1972 and .06 One Year Later

The Foud and Drug Administration
has published & regulation which
would reduce the maximum pennis-
sible Jead content iu certain “puint
and other simila surface-coating ma-
tedalh™ to 057 In December 31,
1972 and U6 by December 31,
1973. and Dam from inlerdate com-
merce all himsehold product with
greater umounts after these dates. This
action would akso activate the pro-
visions of the Federul Hazirdous Sub-
sances Act dealing with repurchase of
Banied Hazardous Substances. The
exact impact of this requirement is not
certain at this time, but it could be
financially disastrous for manufactur-
ers and dealers.

While it may be possible for alf
members of the fudustry to comply
with a 067 lead kvel if given ade.
quate time to reformulate and proper-
v teut their products, the National
Paint and Coatings Association does
not feel that the tine table prescribed

o« the 1 DA regulation privides the
atlequate tie, purticularly since all
houschold paints (both exterior and
interine) are onvered. Furthermore.
NPCA feels suongly thut the .06%
Jevel shonkl it be prescribed until
appropriate research, including ani-
mul-feeding studies, has proved that
Jevels in excess of that figure are a
significant hazard.

The new regulation is published
under the provisions of the Federal
Hazardous Substances Act.

NPCA has objected strongly to
FDA and to the Senate Lsbor and
Public Welfare Subcommitiee om
Heakh (which was conducting hear
ings on Senate Bill 3080) on the .00%
lead Jimitation. In a press statement
immediately after the FDA action,
NPCA Executive Vice President Rob-
ert A. Roland said “the regulation...
does uothing to address the real
identified problem of lead poisming
present now in _major wmetropalitan
areas.” He added that “the peint in.
dustry had hesn sacrificed on the altar
of politics,” and that “the regulations
would impact sedously on small re-
tailers and manufacturers.”

“\he NPCA Legal Division is study-

.+g the regulation in detail. A specia)

Voi. 44, No. 567, AFki’ 1972

meeting of the NI'CA Execulive Coin-
miltee hus heen culled Ly President
Ralph  Bandbuin (o consider action
vhallonging this unreasonable regula-
tim. A Legal Bulletin providing
wopies of the regulation and a com-
plete analysis is under prepuration by
the NPCA.

Senate Bill 5.3080

Senator Edward Kennedy has pro-
posed several amendments ta the 1971
Leud-Bared Paint Poisoning Preven-
tion Act which would reduce the al-
lowable dead content in interior paints
to .67 and appropriate an additional
$50 wnillion for the treatment and de-
tection of lead pofsoning.

Mr. Kennedy's bhill - S3080 —
woukl amend Section 501 (3) of the
Act Iny riducing *1 percentum lead by
weight” s the allowable standard for
residential paints to .08%. The bLill
woull further anthorize $45 million
to the Depurtment of Health, Educe-
tion and Welfure (HEW) for screen-
fng and detection programs in innes-

. city areas and $5 million to the De-

partment of Housing and Urban De-

velpment (HUD) to resesrch meth- -

ods for removing lead paint from resi-
dential structures.
In introducing the hill Mr. Kennedy

the future, all lead additives in interior
paints must be “eliminated.”

Mr. Kennedv spoke of ‘increasing
evidence of the need to seek the
climination of all but trace
of Tead in paints used in houses.” Ex-

E

“indeed, the test tragedy of child-
houd lead o

poisoning
clety has so far failed to prevent the
g“isemeval though we know how to
t .

mon misconception the beliet that al)
nianufacturess can ewily remove the
lead from their products. “The proh-
Jemn of removing all but trave anmonnts
of lead from paint is a mumumental
one indeed,” he stated. To reach the
062 lead level, manufucturens woukd
have (0 use “pharmaceutical-type”
anahsis of all their raw materiak.
“What all this could easily add up tn
is poorer performing products, costing
more money to manufacture, and con-
sequently, more to buy in the market
place,”

Caolling the .08T standard ubwost
tnposible to enforce, Mr. Rolind ex-
plained that much money and effort
could be spent by Federal, State and
loca! officials in “trying to enforce an
unreascnable lead timit that has, in
no instance, heen shown to be neces-
sary for sufety.” Attacks on the use of
small amounts of lead in modern
paints, he said, “do not do ane thing
1o alleviate the serious problen of lead
puisaning of children today.” In fact,
he added. these attacks hinder pro-
gress by “clouding the issue and tak-
ing focus off the heart of the matter.”

The present Lead-Dased Puint
Poisoning Prevention Act. which
antharized $30 million over 1970 and
1871 for the treatment and detection
of the disease, expires June 30,
S$.3080 would provide an unlimiled
extenzion of the Act.

Chicago City'Council Enacis
Ordinance on Lead Content

TbChohd‘mGlygmﬂmuied
stringent nances February 24 re-
lating to the use of lead and other
metak in paints.
July 1, these ordhiances
hnﬂuukwunn‘myewin;cm-
taining more than .08% Jead on in-
terior surfaces or objects (tuys, furni-
ture) exposed to children, Tbelesume
restrictions spply to any coating con-
taining more than .06 antimouny,
cadmium, mercory or selenium.
Extensive hl:elmghlho required
under the new ordinances. Coatings
with'inior thun 200% Tead. ‘¢ten if they
contain femt thaic1€:0e 5% Jead, must

- +be relaheled with both-front wsd rear
is that our so-

pandl’ cautipgiary: statements. Ware-
house stocks and products already on
delh!'nhdvum-otuchddd?ce

slready manufactured and shipped.
However, sticker labels will be per-
mitted for initial complance.

0007-SWP-036679

0007-SWP-000117996



