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_large and variable (10-60%) and depend on- the fiber-type - -

. -the fibor size distribution and instrumental parameters. -This ;
problem is particularly serious in studying chryrotile. fibgils.

: sawple conlalng & significast auaderiof fiber ciumpd, burdles

" configurations have not been estabiished.

.

Large variation is often ohserved in inter-laboratory
detornminations of the asbestos concontrations in water and
air. The reasons for and means of minimizing this e e
variation are discussed. The fiber losses that.occur.
during sample preparation and filter extraction are

and extraction method used. Fiber 'losscs can be minimized
by using short extraction times and/or gentle extraction
technigques. Asbestos morphology is distinctive but not
sufficiently so to allow positive morphological identification
in environmental samples. Selected area «lectron diffraction
patterns are often indistinct and the fraction of asbestos |
fibers giving identifiable diffraction patteras depends on

large variatinng”jh concentration are encounterud when the

or networks because guidelinos, for coynting,complex._fibeg::¢
It is di,fficu;§ .
to maintain good counting statistics when the guantity of” '~
matorial analyzed corresponds to parts per billion of.asbestos
and samples ¢l less than 100 ml must be used. When these
problems ard avoided the variation in multiple analysis’is
gencrally better than + 30.2..; ; ame =2 3 ne 13200
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