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'•ranklin Residents’ Blood 
Said Free of PCB Contaminant^

BOISE, Idaho UP) - No devoted 
level* o( the binned chemical PCB 
were found in blood templet from 103 
resident* of Franklin, the Southeastern 
Idaho (own where PCB contamination 
forced chlckent and eggs to be de- 
*1 roved, the stale Department of 
Health and Welfare said.

Dr. Edward S. Gallagher, state 
health officer, tafd Thursday (he report 
whs bated on preliminary result* and 
more Information on the PCB levels 
will be released nett week.

The Franklin residents were tested 
after Ritewood Egg Co., the town’s 
major Industry, was forced to destroy 
more than 300.000 laying hens and eno 
million eggs because PCB contamina­
tion. The PCB was traced to a Bill- 
inn, Mont., packing plant which had 
aoid the Franklin poultry firm a supply 
of chicken feed

Poultry and Uvettxk feed produced 
by the Montana plant hat been sent to 
poultry and livestock feeding opertions 
m several atates, and federal Intoec-

tors uld PCB contamination was found 
1? stales, Canada and Japan.

The analysis of blood samples 
drawn from residents of the Franklin 
area are completed, but tests on 
breast mint samples will not be fin- 
(sited until early next week, Gallagher 
saW.

Early reports indictalc that all per­
sons tested have PCB levels below $ 
parts per billion. Background levels of 
PCB found In the general U.S. popula­
tion range from V to 20 parts per bil­
lion.

The Center for Disease Control In 
Atlanta, Ca., also Is lesling some sam- ' 
pies trom Franklin residents, but re­
sults of those tesu are not yet avails- 
bie.Callsghertaid.

PCB, In large doses, has caused tu­
mors In laboratory animals, killed cal- 
tie and caused skin diseases. Its pro­
duction Is now banned In the United 
States, but K to found In oW electrical 
equipment, where it was used as a 
coolant.
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PCB levels 
in Franklin 
below norm

AtMChUetPrrtt . K
ltc«kh*nts of Frank!** who »rr« 

recently tested hy benirh otfirutto 
. totowvd lower than Average feveto of 
’ PC It*, a euncer-cauAHif' chemical 
: that contuminnieU chicken* and ey.3
■ at o farm lit the town tins sutnme-r.

I>r. r.tlward S. Gnftufher. chief 
health officer of I he kbiha fH’purt- 

. ment of Health ad Wvitiw, sold
■ early reports indicate ofl persons 
, tested have PCB levels below 5 pam

an atlUon. PachproMUf hr veto of 
PCBs found to the emend U.S. popu 
lat ion ran;* from 5 to ft p»»r» per bu­
tton, Gallagher said.

The Center for IMwose Control In 
’ Atlanta ntuo to test’-ug tume sample!* 

from Franklin ivwfcffls, and results 
of these tests are e*peered newt

Gallagher said hie report K based 
upon preliminary results, end more 
information on the PCB levels wW bo 
released neat week.

The Ftttnkiin netkfonts were tested 
for PCB ofier RHrwoud kpt Co., the 
town’s major Industry, was forced to 
destroy more than 3WMMS laying hens 
and I wiHHnn eggs heeousr PCB 
fowls were detected in the foods.

- VS. Food nod Drug AdsMtont- 
lion officials snM as many as B mb 
lion PCB<oni<»minated egg* were 
mold to the pubhr by Rwewood before 
the finn stopped sales Sepi. 3. Health 
ofitciato were concerned dud those 

• who lived ncer and worked m the 
poultry farm had Ingested high fovefo 

; OtPCBs.
; . The only duta on human rvpnunr 
' to tl»e highly iwie datmcnl cornea • 

from a conmmination twcldent la 
Japnn ii> IPGt, in which victims duvet 
opt-d akin lesion* and Utnesa foam 
massive doses of PCBs. end » MirM- 

i gen experiment bt wforh ftdwmm 
showed no III effects from eoiinit fwfc 
containing 2b ppm of the substance.

The Kiiewood PCHs were traced 
to * ftlMtnjgs, Mont., perk processing 
plant which hud said tho form • feed 
supply. .

drawn front residents of tie Frunkhn 
area are compieted. but tests on 
breast milk samples will Mi be few 
foht-d until early next week, Gat- 
Jagherxutd.
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