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THE NEW-CAR SMELL

By Kevin P. Shea

Phthalates, a class of chemicals generically related tc thalidomide, are used
to make common plastics soft and ‘lexible. These “‘plasticizers' évaporéte
from the plastic interiors of cars, creating the familiar “‘new-car smell." Thes;
and other plastic components have been implicaied in the sometimes fatal
shock-lung syndrome that follows massive blood transfusici.s: in laboratory
experiments they have affected the nervous system and feta! development
of animals; and, as usual, no one knows the effects of exposing millions of
people to their vapors. : -
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THE POLLUTION OF ASlA 10

By M. Taghi Farvar, Margaret L. Thomas, Howaré Bokseribaum,
and Theodore N. Soule

Asian students recently met with Western scientists and found serious dis-
agreements over environmental problems and their causes in Asia. Western-
ers recommend slowing population and even economic growth, while Asian
students and officials emphasize the need for development: a few question
the Western technology which lies at the crux of the dilemma.

METALS IN THE AIR 18

By HenryA. Schroeder

Twenty-iwo mctals found in the air are derived principaliy froim .o curieoy
of coal and oil; cadmium, nickel. and lead present reai public healih hazards.
Nickel is present in coal, but is also added to gasoiine, a practice wh.ch
substantially increases the hazard from this toxic metal, which has been
implicated in cancer of the lungs and respiratory tract.

ALDRIN AND DIELDRIN 33

By Charles F. Wurster

Two closely related pesticides which present & greater hazarc tc man and
animals than DDT, which they resemble, are under considerat:on icr ramoval
from the market. They are highly resistant to breakdown, are d:sinibuted
throughout the world, and are increasingly concentrated ir: food chains.
Their effects range from the inhibition of photosynthesis a! extremely low
concentrations to induction of cancer-in experimental animals.
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