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Per our conversation today, attached is information relative to our position
on pentachlorophenol and our current research plans.

As I indicated to you, we are still very much in the penta business and are
trying to stay in it because of the dependency of San:oghcnp 1l on the

ytilization of chlopophenol fractions by the penta process. What we hava
said 1s that if EPA required us_to distill penta to reduce the dioxin contents

e would likely discontinue production of pents. Our preliminary estimate of

the capital required for distillation is $8M and the additional cost 20-25¢
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per pound., We don't think the wood treating business could support these in-
creased costs, .

On the basis of existing inforwmation, we think that there is no demonstrated
need to control the dioxin content of penta which will be used in professional

characterize the impurities in penta, and determine if they represent any risk
to the environment or plant worker, Work 1s under way im this area.

Finally, as insurance to our Santophen l business, we are examining alternative
process routes to reduction of chlorophenol "fractions'" to the lowest practical
level. An oxychlorination process based on cupric chloride can theoretically
provide an 80-85% reduction in "fractiong" production. We are currently

examining the parameters of this process and willwrite a R & D Process Qutline
which could be used for an economie evaluation. At this stage our probability

of success 1is 50%.

Please call if I can be of further assistance.

3,7 L. G. Scharpf, Jr.
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Per our conversation today, attached is information relative to our positicn
on pentachlorophencl and our current research plans.

As I indicated to you, we are still very much in the peanta business and are
trying to stay in it because of the dependency of Santo hen® 1 on tha

upilizacion of chlorophenocl fractious by the pents process. What we have
-8aid is that if EPA required us _to distill penta to reduce the dioxin conteats

e would likely discontinue production of peata. Our preliminary estimate of

the capital required for distillation is $8M and the additional cost 20-25¢

per pound. We don't think the wood treating business could support these in-
creased costs. .

On the basis of existing information, we think that there i3 no demonstrated
need to control the dioxin content.of penta which will be used in professional

trea establishment We do feel there 13 a further need to
characterize the impurities in penta, and determine {f they represent any risk
to the environment or plant worker. Work is under way in this area.

Finally, as insurance to our Santophen 1 business, we are examining alternacive
process routes to reduction of chlorophenol 'fractions" to the lowest practical
level, An oxychlorination process based on cupriec chloride can theoretically
provide an 80-85% reduction in "fractions" production. We are currently
examining the parameters of this process and willwrite a2 R & D Process Qutline
which could be used for an econowic evaluation. At this stage our probability

of suecess is 50%.

Please call if I can be of further assistance.
L. G. Scharpf, Jr.
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