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Peba 24, 1540,
SONFIDENTIAL

re HeleIBesn
Raltimore, de

Tesyr Gloire,

I om submitting herein a report ond history on the recent
lead poisoning cacse at the Gulf 0il Corpe Terminal, liorfolk, Va.

The accident oscurred while cleaning Tank 11 which ia
23,000 barrel capacitys This tanl was spiked with two dmms of fluid in
Septe 1932, The emergency blend was nade by r. l.7.Shank using a regular
eductor set—-up end at the completion of the addition of the lead the tenk
was turned over two times for ocomplete circulation. Thisg was the first
cleaning since the epiking in 1932 Rscorde show that alt the time of the
epiking the tank had about a 5 inch water botiom and since that time it
nee varied between 4 and 5 inches.

uring the weolt of April 29, 16%9 1 contacted this terminal
regarding their tenkeleaning progren and they thoroly understood that we wers
to be notified when this tock place. In lay 1939 we wers notifted that Jim
Baldwin of the M.¥Y. Division had contacted the Gulf Offices in Fhiladelphia
and left notification cards bearing my neme snd addrese so that we might be
notified of any clesninge done in this divieson by the rhiladelphia crew.

're Houseman of rhiladelphia wae in charge of this tanleleaning
and he had two regular employeces a lire and Mre % Five
temporary employees wore used three of wero white and two coloreds. The
names of the whites wers ' and - and the colored Olde

'

slda died prior to the time that re Lewis was notified
and was in the hospital and still ls. At preeent -iec rmore than
nolding his own and expected to recover.

It ie my understending that rid showed severe
lead intéxication whil‘e” ghowed 2 mild case of
lead intoxication. The th egular employees wore negative. The entire medical
angle of this case wasg handled by Dre Willard *achle and additionsl information
on this phasge will have to be obtained from him.

y MVestigation discloeed the following tankcleaning proceedures
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Then the manhead was removed there was about 4 inches £ water 4in the bottom
of the tank and Mr. ntered wearing compleis safety equl ment
ineluding a blower ¢ riine hose nmask. He remained in the tank cbout

an hour and shoveled out part of the sludge throwing this on the grownd
outside of the manhsad. This sludge remsined on the ground until ths following
day when it was buried. The following day the five temporary employeos _
entered the tank wesring their regular clothes, boots snd raincoats, but HO
izaskss They then weshed down the tank with a fire hose and forced the
raz~ining sludge to a sump where it was plcoked up by a centrifugsl pump

and discharged into the pit dug for the burial of the sludge. The overflow
{rom this pit covered about 58% of the prownd inside the firewall with a fine
rusty appearing sediment. Although the pit was covered when we zrrived the
sediment gtill remained uncovered on the ground.

This sediment wae rogerded as a potential hazerd and fouwr
nundred pounds of chlorinated lime was eprinkled over sames This was allowed
ic stend over night, during which we had a fairly heavy rain, and {urned undey
the next day.

“onalusion

his cooident occcurred fyom grocs neglicence on the part
cf the Sulf Cil Corps in the first place both the local terminal superintendent
end the foremen of the Fhiladslphia crew admitted lmowing that we zhould heve
been notificd yet friled to do oo mnnd secondly hoth parties knox and understood
gur rules snd regulatione regurding terkoleaning yvot disregarded somee I might
zlao add ihat an enamel warning sign was placed on the manhead of this tank,
aleng with four other tanks which hed beon apiired, in 1936 and cur tankelesning
regulations wers posted In the terminel office

I ean assure you that this sccident would not have happened
had we been notified and I had been present to supsrvise the cleenings In order
to prevent the recurronce of thig trapedy plans are being made to resontact

all oil companiep zud gzuin review ithe necosziliy of notifying us vhen tankelesnings
are to take place 20 thot they may be propsrly superviged.

Tours very truly,

Jomn & Coles
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