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CMA considers EPA'* recently issued 
regulations governing the inadvertent 
general »n of polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs) to be “effective, reasonable rales 
that wtti provide an increased level of 
protection for the environment/'

The final regulations are based in large 
part on a consensus proposal su bmkted 
la iht agwey Imt April by CMA. the 
Natural Resources Defense Council and 
the Environmental Defense Fund. That 
propped was the reeuH of Defoliations 
—long the three orfanixations fottowinf 
a 1900 federal appeals court decision 
that struck down parts of the agency's 
original regulations implementing the 
Teak Substances Control Act 

ht 1979. the government banned the 
manufacture of PC Ba because of reports 
of widespread contamination in the en­
vironment, but it permitted the con­
tinued use of PCBs in equipment such as 
tunsfnrmirs snd capacitors. PCBs an, 
however, inadvertently generated as un­
warned byproducts of various .manufac­
turing processes. Since the ban five 
years ago, the amount of PCBs in the 
swviromnsnt has stsadBy declined be- 
cauae of curtailed use, proper disposal 
and environmental degradation.

Basically, the final EPA rale:
• Limiu PCBs inadvertently gener­

ated in products to an average mnual 
concentration of 25 parts per million 
(ppm), and sets s 50 ppm maximum.

• Establishes concentration limits of 
10 ppm on releases of inadvertently 
generated PCBs to the air and 0.1 ppm to 
water.

• Specifies how inadvertently gener­
ated PCBe are to be measured.

• Specifies certification, reporting and 
record maintenance requirements.

Dr. Kenneth Burgess, chairman of 
CMA's PCB Proyam Panel, said the 
publication of the new rules, “has sig­
nificance beyond the obvious reason that 
they establish affective controls.

“They demonstrate quite convincing­
ly what government, industry and organ­
isations like NRDC and EDF can ac­
complish by working together to find 
effective, reasons bit solutions to envi­
ronmental issues.”

The three groups, Burgess said, “have 
demonstrated ones again that negotia­
tion and agreement are not only possible 
between organisations like ours but are 
more beneficial and productive than 
litigation.” □
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mediate bi the production of its salts. 
The panel is assessing potential espoatoe 
to EHA in manufacture, importing and 

Exposure is expected to
bell "

In adcRtiat^the panel is carefully as­
sessing the toxkhgdata base in prepara­
tion for discussiomkit^EPA

For further informatiolfe^pntact Dr. 
Elizabeth Moran at (202) 88/H182.D

Wdbtrt Nultvn, Jr. of ho rn Stmtr l’m* 
Mp* tiudritU toiir mi vk*J themtrtre awSfruM

Know someone 
who deserves
a Catalyst?

Fourteenoqtst ending teacjL 
istry and cfirmicai engii 
honored by CMA's Calk 
gram in 19851 ~ 
chemical educ 
two-year and t 

You may ki 
teachers in your 1 
alma mater, 
teaching exce 
vate students to < 
allied fields i 
instruction i 

Winners i 
receive $1 
Four profi 
one fromi 
school 

Theeigl 
from two yj 
schools, 
medal.

Is tl 
inale' 
forms
Award Director,
N.W / Washington.

HONS 01929V


