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ETHYL GASOLINE CORPORATION
ATLANTA OFFIGE o ¥
RHODES~HAVERTY BUILDING
ATLANTA, GEORGTA iarch 26, 1938,

CORRESPONDENCE

Dr+« Robt. 4. Kehos,

Dear Dre Kehoe,

Attached is copy of a letter prepared by the Birmingham
office of the Standard Cil Company of Xentucky and forwarded to
thelr home office Louisville in further regard to an alleged
case of lead polsoning, presented by*at Warrior,
Alabama., - :

I discussed this with Dre< Xitzmiller when he was in

Atlanta last week and I am forwarding the attached copy to keep
you informed.

We have taken no part in this claim except to receive

whetever information the Standard 0il Company of Kentucky have
seen fit toc give us.

Very truly yours,.

/

JAC/F L J Ao Coseell()o

enclosure.
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Birminghem, Ala.  3/14/38 MCH  C&E YCH
¥r, ¥, E, Spith, Louisville, Ky. JIH

Rarrior, . amna

. Following Mr. Middleton's letter 9th. I have
contacted attorney Geo, Rogers in this matter and much:to my surprise
he has completely reversed himself, stating that he had talked with
attorney J. K. Taylor, Birmingham, (lr. Taylor is one of our high

ressure plaintiff attorneys heref end that he thinks this clain is
wor+th $T5 000.00, but he balieved he could get his olient to accept
%8, 000.00. I 1nformed attorney Rogers we were not interested at any
such figure. I don't believe he will now teke less than 55,000,00
and that he will assoeiate attorney Taylor with him, first, for hig
high pressure ability and, second, to keep on the good side of agent
¥, C. Barnett, Harrior, whom Mr. Rogers repreaents on retainers fee,

On the surface this case 1coks dangerous, but
when we consider the faots this dont look so bad,

First - This man is suffering from yaralysia.
Both Dr. Martin, Werrior, and Drs. Lineberry and Ward, 3irminghanm,
coneur this was caused by ohronic lesad poisoning and base their
conolusions. on the history as given them by lr.: that he
drank water which contained Zthyl Gmsoline or gesoline which contained
Tetra ithyl Lead., Dr, Kehoe in his letter to Hr, Smith, says lead
could not be the responsible agen Iy, illness. He
also doubts very much that Mr, pillpess was due to the
ingestion of gascline,

-

- Gecond ~ This lesky tenk was replaced lMay 4th, 1937,

and the leak was a small one at the return line on the top of ths
tank. ©ven though this contaminated the well, xv.r.“was not
taken 111l until July, more than two months later, DUr. farcin says
he had a gestric ulscer and his condition become worse, developed vains
1n the shoulder resulting in partmsis. Dr. Lineberxy says,

september 6th when he saw Mr. e complained that for
thrae or four years he hsd been troubled with his stomach and about B
sugust 1, 1937 (three months after the leak in the tank) he vomited ' :
blood ate. Then he x~rayed on September 7, 1837 and Ir, Lineberry
hea statea to the writer the blood trset mnd urine showed no signs of
lead. Then when ¥r, G returned November 29, 1937 (probably
after he had sonferrsd with attorney Rogers) he gave the Doctors the
tale of drinking water with Ethyl Gasoline in 1it, and he discontinued
drinking the water from the well after the hemorrhage. ,
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This man ‘has ‘been a heavy drinker and a
lot of stomech trouble can be caused by excess, and I think the time

element., May until July or August. ceritainly woula have some woeight
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. vith 4 Jury @ other hand a jury certainly is going to
2 doudt that a man eﬁ ‘average intelligense would drink enoygh water
“éfeontaminated with gasaline to cause this trouble.

I have ecnsulted our atﬁern&yn {ir. Shellburne)
in eonneetian with this case and they do not recommend settling et
enything like the figure mentian&a hy axternay Rﬁgera anﬁ we conocur
vl th then,

, . Attorney Rogers is still asreeable to our having
¥r. examined and I believe if you would let Dr, Kehoe come
to. and assoclate a loeal Doetor of his selection with
him, also talk to Drs. Linebsrry, ¥ard and Mgptin sbout this case
we cen get this in shepe to defaend and'win or seitle at a nominsl
sum. Our attorneys (Shellburne) has done & lot of work on poison
food cases in our local courts and hag hendled these cases with
much sunaaas and certainly this case is very similar.

¥e do notv recommend settlling on ths basis af
ir, Rogers figure and sinoce he has telked with attorney Taylor he is
very unraasanabls, therefore, we will be sued and we nmight as well
start building our cese for defense and I do not think we should
delay this. 1 cen make an appointment to suit br, KeBoe's convenienoe
if you will have him advise us when he would be availlsbls,. -

after reviewing the nbove please advise your
wishes, .

co: ¥r. Chas, G. iHiddleton, General Counsel,
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