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having same friends aver to s
brother's farm near this map dot in
c?-tern North Caroiina,

Eul Lanadon o
t made Rim chan
s much of tie Tur rieel state inta
“‘3'rmost unbelievable anger.” as one
resident puts ik,

Several days ecrlicr, workers o,
the Langdon farm hegan to feel :ll.
“{ thought it was my high blcoa
pressure,” said M.H. Coales. “[ was,
wesk. sick at my stomach.”

"1 thought it v:2s something they
Awevre spraying on the tobacco or the
poiatoes,” said Anne P. Stephenson.

BUT IT wasn't Coates’ blood
pressure, and it wasa't something
they were spraying on the crops. it
was fumes from the industrial-
chemical PCB, which had been
<umped — illegally — along State
FRozd 210 near the Langdon farm.

The deirberate <pills, about a foot'
or a foot-and-a-ha!f wide, extend
{far bevond the s.retch of State
Roai 20 between Smithfield and
Anagzicr. They have matted the grass
an rt in the swales along 250
miles ©f rural vosds. roughly in a
S0-=ile radius around the capital
«<ity of Raleigh.

“The wind could be a-blowin’ it
10 you and your eyes wouid s:
your riose would burn and vo!
«ud\ to your nom. ch,”

tchell L.mgdnn "Youd want
water, but if you drank water oy
telt like you wanted to throw it up
“You sure didn’t want anything
to : ot at dinner that day.”
+ dumping apparenty occur-
sed 12 the first week ¢! August.
James Hunt ¢enounced it as
Sastardly act™ on Thursday and
aia the state will »qend 5
miflion (o ¢ig up 1
carth

Bod Over P CBS

“THIRE IS no imminent heaith
danger,” liunt's press secrelary,
Gary Praree, said Friday, "But FCB
contamsination is a long-term thing.
Thazs wkat makes jt scary. We
don't kanww tie jong-term eifects of
PC2s on humans.”

PCBs. or polychlorinaied biphe-)
nyls, are eutcmcly stable hydro-
carbons tho: comiain chlorine. Be-|
cause they are fire-resistant, they |
tave been uscd as an lnsulahng'
fhiid in elecirical equipment since !
the late 1920s. §

b
i

It wasn't unti} 1966 that scien-
tists discovered that PCEBs don’t:
break down, that they remain in the ’
envirgnment unless burned at abou(
2,200° Fahrerheit.

The other shae fell a fow vurs‘
later: Scicntis:s found that PCBs are
a possibie cancer-causing agent and
aiso are suspected of causing birth;
defects. By cating PCB-contaminat-
ed foods. which can include fish,
beef, pouilry, dairy products or
vegetables, humane may have 2
buildvp of the chemical in their
fatty tissue and , risk lon;-urm
hesith prodlems.

Just two months azo the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency
(EPA) proposed that the imporia-
tion and use of PCBs be prohibited.

MONSANTQ €0, which iad
beeR tleunly U.S. manufacturer of
PCB:. voluztarily stopped proguc-
ing the chemicils a year zpo. But
EPA oflicia's sav zbout 410 million
pounds have fouad their way into
the en ent through leaks, va-
porizction and ®umping - both
legal and illenal.

Stuzrt George. of the North Caro-
Yina Dopartment of Natural Re-

- suurees, theorized Friday that
e sitting on several
5 of the stuff,

:an't have the 2x.e1s 10
dispose 0! it property.” H

The state’s Burcau of Investiga-}
tion is looking into the dumpins. als |
.though ine ceed is oziy a misdes |
meanor in North Carolina. Stilfer |
federal chemical-dumping laws!
carry a maxirmum 525,000 fige and
cne-year jail term.

Gov. funt said health officials in |

the 15 atlected counties will deliver -
notices ¢n the danger af proion~ed |
exrcsure to PCEs to residents of the

conlaminated areas. Warning signs !
also gre 10 be posted.

i

AND, WITHIN the next (wog '
waeks, state Department of Trans-
poriation empioves are to begin '

ing up the 7 First !
they’ll cover the foot-wide spill |
arcas with activated carbon 1o suck !
up as much of the chemicals as pos-
sible. Then they'll dig up the tsintea
grass and soil — an estimated
52,500 tons — lor burial on three or
four isolated. state-owned tracts in
the eastern pact of the state.

Meanwhile, North Carolinians i
struggle with umr anger over ‘hc

¢. Natural R
tary Howard Lee called it “an Wl~ !
rageous act against ine enviroo-
ment.”

Stuart George. & Lee subordinate,
said, "People are incensed that any-
one would jump into a tank truek in
the middle of the right and dump
such a long-lasting. nosty chemi-
cal.”

— STEVE SINK
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