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January 16, 1940

Mr, H, Fossett

The Associated Bthyl Company Ltd,
Thames House, Hillbank

~London, S5, W. 1

England ‘

Deay Hr, Fossetti-

I shell try to redly %o
various matters that come up in your letters since
the one dated November 13th,

The Gleani“m_of Storace Tanks,

The question of whot equip-
ment should be used in the c¢leaning of storapge tanks
dependa on two factcrs, one the potentlal exposure to
gasoline vapors, the other the possible exposure %o
lead compounds, I think 1%t can be accepted as standard
practice in refineries -that are aﬁerated carefully, that
no man should enter a gasoline storage tank without an
air-line nask, This provision exists because i% 18 80
diffioult 4o determine when agfe conditlons exist with
respect to gasolina‘exDosure. it is for this reason
that we have been unwilling S0 permit the use of ordinary
canlster masks, These, of course, would p?event significant
exposure to lead dusts wnieh might arige from the aleaninﬂ,
and sceraping of the sides of the btanks that have been per-
mitted %o dry. There 1s, of course, an additional reason
for the avoldanee of canister masks in enclosed places,
for although caniss er magks may purify - the air, they can
not provide the oxygen which 1s necessary to sustaln 1life,
Thus 1f men enter into s spase which is filled with gasoclilne
vapors to the exalusion of air, they will dle of oxygen want,
Accordingly we belisve that the. repulationa for the use of
‘air-line masks should be extended to all work which involves
. eﬁterimg into a tank

I am a 1little uncertaln as to the
gituation to which you celled attention, or to whlch Thenault
called attention, I assume that theres was & plentiful supply
of air on top of the roof of this tank, I this was the case,
presumsbly the men were exposed only to dugts; if any wevre
pregent, or possibly to gasoline vapors in some unknown con-

centration., The uss of equipment of the type described by
hEnault would, I think, be unsatisfactory since it would be
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better in this instance to use a mask with a %ight face~
lece which could not leak., In any case I think 1t would
X .8er $0 use air-line masks since & chareoal canister

, : ‘~gaa“;ine vapors rathﬁr quiakly, ir
4 are in higﬁ‘eancan*rwt%on.‘

‘g af tans ﬁsed by the
“‘&ﬁ&lt with by them,
oy oﬁ‘ cesaary o

. ‘ Your letter concerning the medical
supervisicn af bhis plaat surprised me greatly in that 1t

appeared that the}usa of our -oonsul tant Dr. Thompson had been
1gno#ed - A8 you are probably aware, it has been my purpose
to kesp the medieal supervision of these plants in the hands
of as few people as poasibie, and to give our consultants the

responsibility,in direct communication with ourselves, for the
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Tully expregsses the sltuation very well, and I am conflrming
your. judgment by writing a note o HMr, Tully, a cony of which
I anm enclosing, However I shall write to Dr, de Priester
st?ting the fact thet if the men do thely work properiy, there
] ; “xmasure. lf afﬁar thisp3etta?5 he %111
g 0 ‘ I think we should go
an be ca@ﬁaiﬁ that the analvaes

I am quite willing to apnrove
D», Fairley¢a sug&estion that he delegate the work in
Tasmania to- D1, Whishaw, Accordingly I am writing to Mr,
TQll‘ ~approving this arramgeﬁaat$ and I enclose a copy
of my letter to uhia end. However I shall wribte to Dr,

Fair) ¢ wnctly,\apareving thie suggestion, and I shall
make responaible for Dy, Whishaw just as I have done
in the 'case o“‘Er Hunt and Dy, Sippe, '

| | Yery truly yours,
PAK:ils . , ?%bégt_ﬁ. Kehoe, W, D,



