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Although further study is aseded, »
chamisi from Florida State University
says the sparm density appesrs to be
declining in American men and ihe Dlame
<an be placed on the totic substances in
the environment. Di. Raiph Dougherty
ssid his research findings, apparently
the first of their hind, are prelieNnary
md require extensive study.

Howsver, the date suggest that a
probiem exists and it should be exam-
ned. -

“We ought to investigate the causes of
the dicling,” e sa1d during his L
8 national mesting of the ricon
gleninl Society held in Washington,

1t such a problem expands there iz &

sve threat to the populstion of
zwlun males in generat and procrea-
tion worldwide particularly. It would
prompl the U.S. t fo set wp &
commission to enforce all able maies to
make daily deposits of sperm in “state”
danks and probably someone like Jerry
Lowis or Bert Parks or Farrah-Faweett

would host telethons on televi-
sion to plead with the male popuiation
to meke gemerous donstiens.

Those hlot:n ml:“ lil':-l"ulln
enlire groups of people isng,
Optimists, Rotarians, Elks, the YFW, ot
al. wging their members to domate
depusits en masse to prevest human

tinction

[ X
Urologists from arowad the cowntry
would be calisd wpon to perform o
mullitude of m:m vasectomies.
Osugherty said his study of semen
sampiss fom 132 voluntesr donors ot
Florjés State shows a comrelation be-
tween toxic industrial compounds calied
PCls, or polychiorinated biphenyls, in
the seminal fluid and docreased
density. PCCs 'm ssed ||0invily‘ in the
of rical

production 10 be curtailed.
In addition te PCBs,

the semen of the Figride State of
Studied was contaminated by i
chior 1, Mexachiorobenzene o
Tﬁn; "

s tesuiting from metsbolism

of DOT. Other wnidentifisd compownds

8iso wers found.

Mo said toxic substances act on sperm
density by decreasing the rate of cell
divigion. It takes at least eight cell divi-
sions to produce a single sperm, he said,
$0 substances thal inhibit coll division
can have & dramatic effect or sperm
density,

Dougherty, whote research is sup-
ported by the Wational institute of
Environmental n;:‘nn Scionces, -;‘m
most chemicals that affect ivisian
#iso can cause cancer hm.

We said there have been severs)
teports in the scientific litersture in
Europe and Japan as well as the United
States suggesting — but not proviag —
that sperm density has decrensad during
the last 30 yesrs.

A 1929 stedy found a distridution
maximum ‘of 100 million sperm per
williliter of tluid, he said, whils a 1973
study found the t nymber of
donors had a density of 60 million per
millititer,

In the Florida State siudy conductsd
during the past yesr, more studests —
23 por cont — had a demity of 20
million per milliliter than any other
density.  Many specialists. Dougherty
82id, consider such a density to be
evidance of sterility.

He cautioned, Ihere is reason to
balieve that students in general have
lower sperm densities dwe to sociologi-
cal and behavioral factors swch as
increased stress and increased sexual
> Dovgher ty saig plon in the

il s are now in
works 10 study other groups. particularly
workers in factories where PCHS have
been used, to messure sperm densities
and look for an savironmentsl cavsa.

MONS

- While the male (hemen) snimel

cauys 10 shed a fow crocodile teers
his procreative fate, the ailignter
seems to be in need of heip fom
becoming tomoriow's soup mest snd
shoe leather.

The first Louisions alligater bunt in 21
yoors got underway iast week, mnd stote
officials s2id about 508 humiers wers
oul in the south Lovisians Deyous snd
swamps looking for & few extrs deblers.

goverament is going te put
on the trade, and the buyers don't Mow
what those stipsistions sre.”

Tarver said the government sheuld
pudlisk its guidelines in the Fodoral
Register by the end of September.

Tarver said § (amily of from
Plaquemines Parish bagged 10 sitigaturs
in 2 tew howrs. :

since 1958 bocause alligaers wers
Detieved 10 be endangered.

Tatver said the fedenai
gave its final approval to ‘:w—nl alligater
hunt, which will last through Octeber 7. L
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