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MEMORANDUM FOR: M r. Hood
Subject: C ouncil P a r tic ip a tio n  in  M i. S in a i E n viron m en ta l

H ealth  S e r v ic e s  S tu d ies -  A s b e s to s  U sa g e .

( A s  is  known by p re v io u s  d is c u s s io n s  and fro m  r e p o r ts , the C ouncil
i s  co o p era tin g  w ith  and baa d esign ated  H arry  H ow ard, B eth leh em  S te e l  
to be it s  r e p r e se n ta tiv e  in  d e lib e ra tio n s  conducted  by D r . S e lik o ff and  
A s s o c ia t e s ,  D iv is io n  o f E n v iron m en ta l H ealth  S tu d ies , M ount S inai S ch ool 
o f M ed ic in e , C ity  U n iv e r s ity  of New  Y ork in m a tte r s  co n cern in g  a s b e s to s is  
and a s s o c ia te d  d is e a s e s  in  sh ip y a rd s . T h is m em orand u m  i3 p rep ared  
fo llow in g  d is c u s s io n s  w ith  D r . D uncan H oladay, In d u str ia l H ygiene E n g i­
n ee r  on the s ta ff  of D r . S e iik o if  th is  d ate , w ith  the p u rp ose  of su c ie n c tly  
sta tin g  v/hat th is  in v o lv m en t i s  about.

F ox  ov er  tw enty y e a r s  D r . S e lik o ff h as in te r e s te d  h im se lf  in  m ed ich l 
p ro b lem s resu ltin g  fro m  the u se  of a s b e s t o s .  H aving e sta b lish e d  to  his 
sa tis fa c t io n  that a s b e s to s  can be d angerous to hea lth  and in  the a b sen ce  of _  
a su ita b le  su b stitu te , h ea lth  sa feg u a rd s m u st be e m p lo y e e , in  O ctober of 
th is  y ea r  and ad hoc co m m ittee  cam e into being w ith  the e x p r e s s e d  pur­
p o se  of p rep arin g  a ’‘R ecom m en d ed  P r a c t ic e s  Manual fo r  A sb e s to s  H andl­
ing in  Shipbuilding and Ship R e p a ir ”. On th is  c o m m itte e  a r e  r e p r e se n ta t iv e s  
fro m  the producing in d u stry  ( Johns-M anvilfee), the N avy , B ureau  of L ab or, 
Labor U n ion s, N ation a l In su lation  C on tra ctors A ss o c ia t io n  and our Council 
alon g  w ith  the M ount S in ai study group.

The
The Mount S in ai study group is  funded by o rg a n ized  labor and a s b e s to s  

p ro d u cers {m a in ly  Joh n s-M an viH e). It is  the hope of D r . H olladay, a r e tir ed  
public h ea lth  3 ervi<.e o ff ic er  and p rin cip a l sta ff oiffneerron the p ro jec t to co m ­
p le te  the d raft of the m an u al in  la te  January. We w il l  be g iv en  the opportunity  

• to r e v ie w  i t s  c o n te n ts . P u b lica tio n  date i s  planned for  E eb ru a ry -M a rch .
T h is ia the end of thia p ro je c t  w ith  the ex cep tio n  o f p o ss ib le  fo llo w -u p  for  
ch an gS3 in  the "state o f the a r t“ .

The m anual w ill not be con cerned  w ith in c id en ce  o£ d is e a s e ,  c a se  
h is to r ie s  of im p rop er  p r o c e d u r e s , e tc . It w ill a ttem p t only to provide r e c o m ­
m en d ation s for b e s t  u sa g e  in  r e s p e c t  to h a z a r d s . It i s  being d evelop ed  a s  a 
p r a c tic a l tool by p ra c tic a l a u th o rs . It is  not being p rep ared  under any  

;% gov ern m en ta l a g e n c ie s , V* e w ill have the opportunity not on ly  of rev iew in g
" the w ork but d istr ib u tin g  it  to in te r e s te d  p a rtie s  a s  a public a « r w c e  under
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the grant3 to M i- S in ai to p rivate  in d u stry  (sh ip y a rd s)  a t  no c o st-  Mo 
public fan fare i s  program m ed  or d e s ir e d  in th is  undertaking by th s  Mount 
S in a i group.
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