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25th. Au gu s t  1947

Dr . H .A. Keh oe , :
Co lle ge  o f m e d icin e ,
Un iv e r s it y  o f Cin c in n a t i ,
CINCIENaUE . '

Dear  D r . Kehoe,

Fu r t h e r  t o  our  le t t e r  o f th e  1 s t  Au gu s t , we have r ece ive d  a l i t t l e  
more in fo r m a t io n  in  r e ga r d  to  th e  cir cu m s ta n ce s  su rr ou n d in g t h is  e a s e , 
ih e  fa llo w in g  i s  an e x t r a c t  from  a r e ce n t  le t t e r  from  Dr . Bla cid m r n :

•>
P
v-*

" k i t h  r e ga r d  to  th e  two men who had T .E .L . p o is o n in g, t h e y  a re  
b o th  now w ell«: I  in t e n d  t o  send Joh n son  bad e t o  work n e xt  week 
and Kenna two |weeks a ft e r  t h a t , and I  have no fu r th e r  w o r r ie s  
about '  them« i

Sin ce  my r e p o r t  t o  you fo r  t r a n s m is s io n  t o  London I have le a r n e d  
more o f the d e t a i l  o f t h e ir  exp osu r e . Kenna f i r s t  went in t o  the 
ta n k  on th e  19 th  Ju n e  and p r oceed ed  t o  c le a n  t h e  "slim e " and "s lu d ge " 
fr om  o f f  th e  w a lls  and f i n s  in s id e  t h e  t a n k . He in fo r m s me t h a t  
he wore rubber  b oo ts  b u t  does n o t  l ik e  w ear in g g lo ve s  o f any k in d  
so d id  n o t  wear t h e  can vas g lo v e s  w h ich  were worn in s id e  by Jo h n so n . 
H is  method o f;r e m o vin g th e  "s lim e " and "s lu d ge " vías t o  scr ap e  th e  
m e ta l w ith , a  p ie ce  o f t im b er  h e ld  in  h is  hands and i t  was d u r in g 
t h i s  p r o ce ss  t h a t  he go t  a  number o f a b r a s io n s  on his  h a n d s . He 
rem arked t h a t !t h e  "fum es" were t e r r i f i c . The n e xt  day he and  
Joh n son  b o th  removed t h e  "s lu d ge " from  the t a n k . Thus Kenna had 
co n s id e r a b ly  g r e a t e r  exp osu r e t h a n  Joh n son  and t h is no doubt 
a ccou n te d  fo r i t h e  d iffe r e n ce  in  t h e ir  i l ln e s s e s ."

Dr . Blackb u r n  a ls o  in fo r m s u s t h a t  he i s  le a v in g  for  Am er ica  s h o r t ly ; 
he has been  n e g o t ia t in g  t o  do p o s t -g r a d u a t e  work a t th e  R o ck e fe lle r  Fou n d a t io n , 
and vie ‘would l ik e  him t o  have th e  o p p o r tu n it y  o f v i s i t i n g  you some t im e d u r in g 
h is  v i s i t  t o  t h e  S t a t e s , w h ich  he e xp e c t s  w i l l  l a s t tw e lve  m on ths. He would 
th en  b e  ab le t o  g iye  you fi r s t h a n d  in fo r m a t ion , r e ga r d in g  h is  e xp e r ie n ce s  o f the 
t r e a tm e n t  o f le a d  p o is o n in g by use o f B r i t i s h  An t i Le w is i t e .
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25th. Au gu s t  1947 ̂ >
Dr . Kehoe

As soon  a s  we have fu r t h e r  d e t a i ls  r e ga r d in g  D r . Bla ck b u r n ’ s 
t r ip  we w i l l  w r it e  you a ga in  when you n igh t  s u gge s t a  con ve n ien t  
t in e  fo r  h is  v i s i t  t o  Cin c in n a t i .

You r s s in c e r e ly ,

LLAP/ nc

0021491


