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March 3 1, 1948

Mr. E . L. Sh e a , •
Eth y l Co r p o r at ion .,
C h r y sle r  B u i ld in g , 
lew  York C it y  17 .

Dear  Mr. Sh e a :

I  am fo r w ar d in g t o  you h er ew ith  a  l e t t e r  r e c e iv e d  from  D r . J .  G. 
Tow nsen d, M ed ical D i r e c t o r  and C h ie f o f th e I n d u s t ri a l  H ygien e 
D iv isio n  o f th e  0 . S .  P u b l ic  H ealt h  Se r v ic e .

The q u e st io n  in v o lv ed  in  t h is  s i t u a t i o n  and in  th e  r e la t io n sh ip s 
t h a t  h ave o b t a in ed  ov e r  a  p e r io d  o f y e a r s betw een  re p r e se n t a t iv e s 
o f E t h y l C o r p o r at io n  an d t h o se  o f th e P u b l ic  h e a lt h Se r v ic e ,  i s  a 
lo n g st o r y  which I  sh a l l  n o t  go I n t o  a t  t h is t im e , h ow ever , _I 
would l i k e  to  d i sc u ss  t h i s  w hole m at t e r  w ith  you a t some ap p ro­
p r i a t e  t im e . The p r e se n t  l e t t e r  i s  m ere ly  an  e xp r e ssio n  to  you 
a s P r e sid e n t  o f E t h y l C o r p o r at ion , o f th e o f f i c i a l  con sen t  o f th e 
U. S .  p u b l ic  n e a l t h  Se r v ic e  t o  th e u se  o f 4 .6  c . c . t e t r a e t h y l '  le ad  
in  a v ia t io n  g a so l i n e .  A c t u a l ly  t h i s  co n ce n t r a t io n  of le ad  h as been  
em ployed in  m i l i t a r y  f u e l s  fo r  some t im e , bu t  th e Su rgeon  G e n e r a l ’ s 
o f f i c e  approved  4 .5  c . c . fo r  u se  in  com m ercial g a so l i n e s .  Th i3 
s i t u a t i o n  r e su l t e d  in  some d e gr e e  o f co n fu sio n  in  th e m in ds o f 
p e o p le  con cer n ed , e sp e c ia l l y  in  th e  p e t ro leu m  in d u st r y . The 
r e so lu t io n  o f t h is  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  a  good t h in g .

I f  you h ave an y fu r t h e r  im m ediate q u e st io n  ab ou t  the s ig n i f i c a n c e  
o f t h i s  m a t t e r , I  am su r e  t h a t  Graham Ed gar  can  an sw er  i t  fo r  you .
I t  would be w ise  i f  some o f you r  a sso c i a t e s  were inform ed o f t h i s  
m at te r ,, e sp e c ia l l y  M r . Ju l i a n  F r e y  and Mr. E . 0 . Jo n e s, s in c e  both  
o f  them w i l l  h ave o c c asio n  t o  d e a l  w ith  t h l3  q u e st io n  in  th e fu t u r e .

C o r d ia l ly  y o u r 3 ,

l iob er t  A . l ieh oe , M. DT

PAK e f

D ic t a t e d  h u t  n o t  r e ad  
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