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Dear Docter Kehoe:
. Recun’sly ‘the- pve'blem of lead absorptlon as in 1cate6. 'by the ur:r.nary
excretion of lead, has:arisen among a group.of woerkers in-one.of our affiliated -

" companiess ‘It appears” t‘xat the urinary lead valaes ‘which have “been obtzined are
accurate since a-.control group:of supervisory persennel: exhx'b:.ted. values vwhich
fall. within ‘the expected normal limits-and duplicate saz@les of the same: man
taken within one or two +days ‘of each other have given comparable results $0 within
0,01 mg. per liters The urinary: values of ‘the Eroup ‘in whom increased lead ab-
sorptien has ‘been- suspec ed,. after correction to a standard specific gra vzty of
1,024, have fallen: in‘co the renge of 0,12 to O, 21l» ng. per- 1iter.

It is contenplated. 1o follow up these urinary lead. findings with medical
examinati iongiof the: expOSea‘werL.ers and with indicated further’ laberatery investi~ .
“. - gationse’ In this re;;ard. I am writing 4o you for-your o*nmen on the relative
" merits of the hasemhillc ‘sti“pllng teSo using. erght‘ ‘stain, versus the basophilic
‘azsregation test: deVeloped by .MeCord and . co~workers,. and’ outlined by R.H,Markwith M.D.,
in a bullstin prenar dsby the- Ohlo'De-oartment of' heo.lth in Decefnber, ~1912-0 :

In reviex, the 1iterature £ ‘the relauive merits of these two tests, it

apnears to me. that some workers seen to prefer.the basophilie si::?.p};s.'t:l.ncs test and .

“ othets the bascm;n ie ~grega'c10n teste’ I would 'be very.mich interested to learn
for-which .one; of thes We s tests you have apreference it any, recognlzing of

course the llm’ca’alens of. any hemauoloéic.al exanination of Thig ns,’cure.\ In your
section on: Industrial Lead. Poiseoning'in Volume Il:ef Patty's, Iné.us«.rlal ng" ene -

-~ . - and Tozicolog, y«ou seem’th '1ea.ve »:'the chelce between the 'two tes’cs somewha‘a opens

‘I should also’ be- ivery much 1nueresteo. in your 1c’eas on the possible ef;ects
of lead on the central nervons’ syst"m, wvith particular reference to emotional .
syndromes such as emotlonal instability and a.nmcty-llz:e states. ' One of the

workers of ‘the group referred to above in whonm the urinary lead excretion was

only 0.06 mg., exhibited a syndrome which the examining physician believed was :
emetional iz origin and yet on questioning the supervisors of this worker, it was not
felt that -he had previously demonstrated any of the manifestations of emotionzal
disease. I reallze of ‘dourse that you cannoi express an opinion on this case with
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