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912 Broadway 
Bayonne 

N . J .
Ju ly  14.1954.

D ean .U n ivers ity  o f C in c in n a t i ,  
C in c in n a ti  Ohio.

Dear S i r ;  '
I  am a v ic tim  of m e ta l ic  p o iso n in g  from e le c t r i c  w eld ing and 

a c e ty le n e  burn ing  e t c .

I  was a p ip e  co v e re r exposed to  a b ra s iv e  d u s ts  and wool and h a i r  from 
th e  v a r io u s  in su la tio n s : I  used aboard sh ip s  e i th e r b u ild in g  or in  r e p a i r .
The o rgan ic  were H a ir  from  h a i r  f e l t  and wool from  c u r ly  h a i r  and o th e r 
t r a d e  names fo r  co ld  w ater in s u la t io n  and low tem pera tu res used in  
r e f r ig e r a t io n .

While working a t  my t ra d e  I  was d i r e c t l y  exposed to th e  many m e tas l shown h 
i n  th e  in c lo sed  a n a ly s is  a lo$g  w ith  the la rg e  volumns of le a d  and chromate 
fumes l ib e r a te d  from the bu lkheads and o th e r  p a in ted  s u r fa c e s .

I  no te  from tim e to  tim e in  my read in g  ox" v a r io u s  books on to x ic o lo g y  your 
U n iv e rs ity  ta k in g  a p a r t  in  t h i s  ty p e  o f re s e a rc h .

I  f u r th e r  no te  th a t  to  o f te n  one w r i te r  r e f e r s  to  an o th e r and t h i s  r e p i t i t i n  
occurs I  th in k  to  o f te n .  3eems l i k e  a r id e  on th e  merry go round. We get 
ba ck to  th e  f i r s t  w r i te r .

Have you any th ing  you can o f fe r  me th a t  w i l l  h e lp  me conv ince my d o c to rs  h  
th a t  th e y  should he lp  me r a th e r  th a n  keep t r e a t in g  me a t  one tim e fo r  g r ippe 
now bad f ib ro s e d  lungs and a bad h e a r t?

Does le a d  a f f e c t  the. m uscles to  th e  e x te n t one becomes fa t ig u e d  ra p id ly  and 
cannot use h is  hands and b o d y ,th is  i s  my c a se . My wr is ts  a re  very  weak 
and t h i s  a f t e r  seven y ea rs  a f t e r  exposu re . \ ^ 7 Z e ^ f * * - * ^ * -  ~)

I  was exposed to  th e se  fumes in  con fined  a re a s  aboard Navy sh ip s  which a re  
f a r  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  ty p e  o f m erchant sh ip  b u i l t  during  th e  w ar. Here 
on war sh ip s  a re  many decks c losed  o f f  from  atm osphere and th e  fumes c o l le c t  
more ra p id ly  and hang dead due t o  lack  of a i r  f l o w ./ !  _

Any in fo rm atio n  you may have w i l l  h e lp  me in  my re sea rc h  .A nother th in g  I  f in d s  
i s  a s t a r t l i n g  la c k  of p h y s ic ian s  schoo led  in  i n d u st r ia l  m ed ic in e . I  f in d  
many in  th e  a r t  o f  i n d u s t r ia l  p re v e n tio n  b u t to  damned few in  th e  cu re  a f t e r  
the; p rev en tio n  f a i l e d .  Do you te a c h  I n d u s t r ia l  m edic ine a s  a f u l l  course 
in  your co l leg e?

S in c e re ly ,

C harles W. ancock
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