CTAL MATINET
HEVIS EDITIDN

LUPPED Y

~UG 2 81978 BALOMS,

clonnup w

By JACHK THORUTON

CHICAGO—1rarings this week In Washington and lawsuits filed over the cost of
0t vp Waakegian, JIL’s harbor spell trouble for some die casters.

robl2m s pelychlorinated biphenyls ( PCBS), poisonous chemicals found in some

rauite fluids that were used in high-pressure die casting machines until a few

more imporiant frong a cost standpoint, who will pay for cleaning up what
% alicady Leen done.

AL the center of the dispute is Outboard Marins Corp. manufacturer of Johnson and
Fierwle outhoied metors with Jarge die castinig operations in Waukegan. A party to the
+ 1 sgh s Jar ot sued, is Mensanto Chemical Corp., St. Louis, which supplicd Out-
{1riae with S-nullion pounds of Pydraul from 1€ 18 'to 1971. P)drlul is a PCB-con-
5 aydraulic flaid for die casiing machines. M t pp facturing it in
7, aceording to papers filed in the Waukepan case.
€3 gt into the drains and subsequently into the harbor when hydraulic fluids
11t c die casting machines. Leakage occurs In nearly every aystem that uses

s with LLe PCR probicins are only those who used the PCB fermulations
the aaly manufacturer of thnt type of phosphate ester hydraulic fluid.

Aveendu; to italeith Gareia, former Pydraul product manager at Monsanto, Mon-

Slidn’s ¢ :ln(r:lltuni did not yse PUBs. Garcia is now general sales wanager for Chem-
l‘m1 1! focell, Mich., which axinufactures water-glycol fluicls.

i 1 cols of the clean-up are high. Based on draining, clcaning ang refilling
ie casiing machines, the company estimates the bill will be 43,000 per
i 13 Thowas, Outhaatd Mavine's senior counsel, said thal cleaning out two
s a week for five men on cach of three full shifts. Tho company's die cast-
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s are how much die casters will have to spend to get PCRs out of their ma-*

ing uulclu'nes range from 400 to 1,600 Lons, he said.

Simnilar costs were cited by General kiotors Corp. in lestimeny before the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Apency a year a;:0, Thomas said. Those figures include hydrau-
lic fluid at neariy $10a gallon, solvent ::t over 32.50 a gallon and 57 cents a gallon in dispo-
sul costs, i

Carcia at Chem-Tread said the GM and OMC clean-out figures appear high. Thosc are
based on $3-a-gadlon coats of fluids and not reeycling. Chem-Trend's water glycols are
about $4 a gallon, he said.

The machine cleanup standard is not yet law. It was fiest published as a prupased
regulation in the Federal ltegister June 6. Thomas said the standard is a inaximuit of 50
parts per million (ppm) of PCBs in the h
ing. GA's testimany wai that its die ¢ hines typically had PCB levels of () lo
500 popm, Thomas said, while Outboiad M w's were yp v 5C0 ppm.

He said he did uot cxpect thestandard Lo b2 altered by this week's hearings and, if not,
for the 50 ppm limit ta take eifect in Buvember.

The cost of cleaning up the Waukeyn Harbar on Lake Michigan notth of Chicago will
run into the millions of dollurs. Wha will pay that bill is being litigaled.

Ironically, this asacct of the litipation was started Jast March by Outhoard Marine
when it sued e Eavicenmentad Pc tion Ageney after cleen up nepatiations broke
dowu. A $200,020 harlor study, for which Oulboard Marine paid, came Lo no conclusion,
said Thamug.

The EPA countersued, demanding thal Outhoard Marine und not the goveriunent pay
for both the cleanup and the research fur a techunlogy that has nct heen needed until
now. Lastly, three weeks aye the Ilinois EPA (iled esieatially the swme complaint
against Outboard Marine.

So fur Monsanto, manufiiciurar of Pyilrawl, has not heen sued. But Thomas said Out-
board Marine's lawyers are holding discussiens with the chemical cunpany. lie said

Outbourd Marine believes that Monsanlo sheres some responsibility. PR
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{luid or the machine's tubing we:d pip- -~ |




