February 27, 1931

Dr. Horris Fishbein,

Fditor, Journal Amer. %ed. ASBN .,
6§35 N, Dearborn Street, :
Chicago, Ili.

Dear Dr. Fishbein:

I am taking the liberty of criticising rather
severely a syndicated article which has appeared
over your name in several newspapers, a copy of
which was sent to me by a man who is familiar with
the work which I and my assnciates have been doing
and who felt that I might be interested in the arti-
cle. I enclose a copy of 1t herewith.

I do not ordinarily regard such articles very
seriously, but since this one is given the authority
of the Journal of the American Medical Assoclation
it seems worth whils to point out certain rather
misleading statements. I 4o this not 1n the inter-
est of obtaining any retraction, for in this I am
not interested. It seems, however, that it is not
wise to permit certain misunderstandings to contin-
ue in the minds of men whose influence is wide as
that of important leaders of medical thought.

There are three definitely misleading statee-
mente 1n the article. The fourth paragraph makes
the categorical statement that lead polsoning from
anti-knock gasoline containing tetraethyl lead is
one of the most serious forms. I and my assoclates,
as well ag certain members of the staff of ths Unit-
ed States Public Health Service, have been studying
this problqm.from the point of view of the public
health and the health of gaaoline handlers in the
United States over some period of years. Every ate
tempt has been mada to determine notoonly whether
poisoning*has resulted from this cause, but also
whether there is any evidence that men so engaged
are abSOLux“g appreciable: quantities of lead. The
evidence ‘thus far has been entirely negative. We
have been unable to find ‘cases of lead poisoning
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from this cause, despite the existence of gituations
In which the prescribed precautions have in no way
‘been carried out. Our careful studies have further
failed to show that men who are subjected to the !
]mostwsaricuSwexposures of this sort are absorbing
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The comnsequence of the above misinformation
from the point of view of public health is not as
serious as that which 13 contained in a further para-

‘graph, which stabes that thers is little lead hazard
;today in the painting industry. As a matter of fact
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”ainters still contribute the largest number of cases
of lead poisoning, and the serious and fatal cases of
poisoning among them are all too numerous. The use
of spraying methods has contributed comsiderably to.
this situation, and 1t mey bé safely sald that apray
: g is today among bhe twa or thres mcst danger-

axny. p
incorractly i

I should take issue also with the last para-
graph of the artvicle, which has a tendency %o give a
false sense of security on account of the activities
of industrial ﬁhysioznns‘ It is true that %there sre
many industries in this country in which lead hazards
are very well comtrolled. It is equ ally true that
there are an enoymous nuniber of industries In which
thne hazards are glaringly 1grge and in whieh there
i1s a very considerable *nactivlty both to rdcognize
and to eliminate these Nazards on the part of Indus-
trial management, ‘and equaxly on the pert of induse
trlal physlcians, That les poisoning should still
continue to be the most fre ent of in&ustrial poia
sons, 13 a very good indek f tbe act&vi ty and knowle
edge of present day industr< ians. There is
no lead hazard known wnimh “mntrolled in
such a way as to practicalil aliminame lead peoisoning
as an industrial aisease\ en this fact is known it
is no leas than a social crime that' bhﬁre should be
as much lead poisoning ag the Tbe situation
exists by‘v&r cuel of 'a piﬁci . :
the public, which is salved‘*“ the '
preventive medicine is &oingvims job mmll in this
regard, It 1ls abetted ﬁy Hysficians who either do
not know the facts, or are ‘bﬁ\very mwbh intere:ted
in them after they know them. , »

I wish to assure you that there is nothing
personal in the somewhat caustic remariks that I have
made. I am assuming that the purpose of these arti-
cles is to raise the educational level of the publie
in health matters. Such an article as this not only
fails to do so, but defests the purpeses of education.
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I therefore feel Jjustified 1n criticlsing 1t as
~.severely as 1t deserves. ‘

" Very truly yours,
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