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Asbestos Dust Called a Hazard
To at Least One-Fourth of U.S.

By JANE E. BRODY

Asbestos dust, which has al-
ready been connected with
the development of fatal can-
cer in one-half of ashestos
workers, may be a potential
health hazard for one-quarter
of the population or more, it
was reported yesterday.

struction workers and their
families.

According to the findings of
three recent limited studies, the
dangers might extend to the
genera)l population. The studies,
which involved autopsies on
1,100 persons in three cities,
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Asbestos is a fibrous mineral
highly valued for its noncor-
rosive and long-wearing prop-
erties. In addition to its common
'use as a fireproof material, Dr.
Selikoff said, asbestos makes up
shout 50 per cent of asphalt
tile and is used in dental cemefnt;.,
brake Hnings, s, beer fil-
ters, gas masks and paper. Until
last year, some schools used
ashestos dust instead of sand
for children to play in.
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