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Tear Derrs:

is a first crier of business this new year and with seme
urgency, | wrote to you and others in executive capacitv
wioh asbestos trade and informational organ!rations. '

The Asbestos Information Association/North America came into
being just three years ago, as you may recall. Its purpose ,
then as .now, is to TFill the need for a single, er.csmoassmg
crear.izaticn to reoresent U. S. and Canadian producer and
user companies and associated trade grcuos with government
acer.cies, .news media, and ethers as an aut.noritative, ever-
ail mdustry source of information and liaison on tne atS«'s
health issue.

Under Matt Swetor.ic and ah active, forward-looking group of
officers and directors, the Association has achieved recogni-
tion as an effective spokesman for the industry. In October
of this past year, at the direction of its board of directors,
the Association office was moved to the Nation's capital.

Matt elected to remain in New York City to join the staff of a
public relations firm, and | took over the responsibilities of
executive director for the Association. At the risk of dupli-
cation, | enclose a review of the Association which outlines
its purpose, problems, organization, and objectives. The pace,
was presented by Matt to members of the Asbestos Textile
Institute in June b.f this past year and remains reasonably

cor. temporary.

I know chat each of us similarly associated with the asbestos
industry as association executives can aee extremely busy and
challenging' days, ahead. We are fortunate to share' the expertis-
ar.d guidance of many of our mutual members and to maintain good
lines of communication. Since its- inception, the AIA/NA has
enjoyed close relationships with'your organization, and |
assure you of my interest in continuing the fine record of
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