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Wovember 22, 1948

Subject: PAPER READ BY DR. W. C. EUEPER ON THE SUBJECT OF
OCCUPATIONAL CANCER BEFORE THE APEA

Dear Doctor Woody!

A paper entltled Preventlon gnd Convrol of Industrial Cancer was read
by Dr. W. C. Hueper, Chlef, Fnvironmental Cancer Sectlon, Capcer Control
Branch, Bational Jancer Institute, Bethaesda, Md., before the Industrlal
glene Section and Subcommittee on Medical Care of the American Publice
Health Assoclation: The occasion wap the 76th Annual meetlng of ths
APHA and an audloence estlmated by the writer at 200 - 2300 people were in
attendance at Talbot Hall, Mechanics Bullding, Bosten, Massachusetts at
2130 P.M,, Novembar 11, 1948,

In his preliminary rewarks, Ir. Bueper indlcated that research on the
atlology of cancer indicated a strong link between emvirpnmert and cancer
incidencs, Hecent evidence has pointed out a definlts correlatlion Ve~
twoen cancer incllence and eyposurss to ultraeviolet radiaticn, asbestos,
banzol, certain organic amines, paraffin oils, as well as heavy petroleum
distillates and degradation products such ga tars, cokes, and pltches, He
then discussed an idenllzed approach to the control of the problem which
would involve the followlpg points!

1) Evaluate tha'cgrcinogenicity'of suspected compounds and materials
through animal sxperimeatation,

2) Investigate vital gtatlstics records for cases of cancer and
trace the ewmployment hlstory of these individuals. In certain
instances 1t might Ve necossary to employ Soclal Security records
to follow the employment of the ilwdlvidual.

3) In case that the foregoing provides evidence polnting to an un-
usnal incidence of cancer in a certain lnmdustry, the plant rec-
ords of that industry will be investigated to determine what
activities and sxposures within that indugtry produce the higher
incideuces of cancers

L) Modieal dimgnostic procedures must be lmproved as a great many
casaa are baing misased at the present time. Conslderable work
of thys type 1ls belng dons in private laboratories and the
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5)

6)

?7)

8)

9)

10)

industrial control of sxposures.

Public Health Servics is setting up such a laboratory at
Gaorgotown Univaralty, Washiveton, D. C.

Initiate preventive measnrss as moon as powsible since the
ldentification of ths offending agent is not necessary.
Industrially, the approach would be =s follows!

a) 'Through technieal contrel aim at the complete ellimination
of the exposura, or,

b) Mirimize the exposure by seeking improved industrial ape
paratus such as leak-proof equlpment, clomed systems, ets.

c) Provids sultable personal protective equipment such as
glecwag, boots, imparvious clothing, ete..

d) Prcvide adequate sanitary facilitles., This would requirs
an expansion ol locker facillitles in most existing plants,

) Instruct the workers 1a the proper mee of the protectivae
mezsurss provided and tell them why their cooperation is
reculred,

£) Yor certaln opsratisns in industry the exposure may be
mirimized by the use of teams, tralned to perform their
duties with a minimum of exposure, and provided with mpecial
safezuards,

Madical contrel programs miet be wet up, not only for current
diagnosis and treabtment, but aimed at following the worker through-
out n latent perlod which may extend for 15-20 years.,

A governmantal factory inspectlon mystem would be net up to in-
sure tkat the foregeing requirements are met.

Protsction for worlers in Interstates comme rce wonld he secured
by setting up atandards for containers and suitadle warning
labals. -

Roglstration and llcensing by = gorernment agency would be re-

quired for thoss factories handling known carcinogoens,

Amondirg of preasnt State occupational dissase lawis to provide
sultable compensatlon for occupational cancer and %o insurs the

/Clyde H. Berry,
Industrial Byglenist
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